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Ener gized Text Booksfacilitate the students in understanding the concepts clearly, accurately and effectively.
Thisbook has been “Energized” with QR (Quick Response) Codes. Content in the QR Codes can be read with the
help of any smart phone or can aswell be presented on the Screen with LCD projector/K-Yan projector. The content
in the QR Codesis mostly in the form of videos, animations and slides, and is an additional information to what is
already therein the text books.

This additional content will help the students understand the concepts clearly and will also help the teachersin
making their interaction with the students more meaningful.

At the end of each chapter, questions are provided in a separate QR Code which can assessthe level of learning
outcomes achieved by the students.

We expect the students and the teachers to use the content available in the QR Codes optimally and make their
classroom interaction more enjoyable and educative.

L et usknow how touse QR codes

In thistextbook, you will see many printed QR (Quick Response) codes, such as %

Use your mobile phone or tablet or computer to seeinteresting lessons, videos, documents, etc. linked to the QR code.

Sep| Description

A. |Use Android maobile phone or tablet to view content linked to QR Code:
1. |Click on Play Store on your mobile/ tablet.
2. |Inthesearch bar type DIKSHA.
3' - DMESHA - Hationed Teechers Platform ..
° N
=k
MORENFD
will appear on your screen.

4. |Click Install
5. |After successful download andinstallation, Click Open
6. |Chooseyour prefered Language - Click English
7. |Click Continue
8. |Select Sudent/ Teacher (asthe case may be) and Click on Continue
9. |Onthetopright, click onthe QR code scanner icon & and scan a QR code

nnnnnn

- printedinyour book
OR
and type the code printed bel ow the QR code,

Bl

Click onthe searchicon
in the search bar. (Q))
10. |A list of linked topicsisdisplayed

11. [Click on any link to view the desired content

B. [Use Computer to view content linked to QR code:
1. |Gotohttps://diksha.gov.in/telangana

2. |ClickonExploreDIKSHA-TELANGANA
3
4
5

55
T

Enter the code printed below the QR codein the browser search bar (Q)
A list of linked topicsisdisplayed
Click on any link to view the desired content

(Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009 N

The RTE Act ismeant for providing free and Compulsory Education to all Children
in the age group of 6 — 14 years and came into force from 1 April 2010.

Important provisonsof RTE Act

e Ensure availability of schools within the reach of the children.
e |mprove School infrastructure facilities.
e Enroall children in the class appropriate to his/ her age.

e Children have a right to receive special training in order to be at par with other
children.

e Providing appropriate facilities for the education of children with special needs on
par with other children.

e No child shall be liable to pay any kind of fee or charges or expenses which may
prevent him or her from pursuing and compl eting the elementary education. No test
for admitting the children in schools.

e No removal of name and repetition of the child in the same class.

e No childadmitted in aschool shall be held back in any classor expel from school till
the compl etion of elementary education.

e No child shall be subjected to physical punishment or mental harassment.

e Admission shall not be denied or delayed on the ground that the transfer and other
certificates have not been provided on time.

e Eligible candidates alone shall be appointed as teachers.

e Theteaching learning process and eval uation procedures shall promote achievement
of appropriate competencies.

e No board examinations shall be conducted to the children till the completion of
elementary education.

e Children can continue in the schools even after 14 years for the completion of
elementary education.

e Nodiscrimination and related practi cestowards children bel onging to backward and
marginalized communities.

e The curriculum and evaluation procedures must be in conformity with the values
enshrined in the constitution and make the child free of fear and anxiety and help the

\ child to express views freely. J
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L etter to students

“Asmy mother liesdown too tired to moveafter afull day of work inthefieldsand at home,
| Sit beside her and wonder,why islifeso difficult for women?If | set out of my homel find so
many different people— peoplewho speak such different languages and follow such different
customs, | wonder who they are and why there are such different kinds of people.

| read newspapers and find out that so many of our farmerswho grow our food with such
effort are distressed out of desperation. | wonder, what has made them so desperate and fedl so
hopeless. Asl walk inthe streets of atown, | see such large and beautiful buildingsand roads
and temples, mosguesand churches. | wonder who built them and at what cost. | asoseedums
inwhich thousandslivein conditions most unfortunate and | wonder, why don’tthey havea
good placetolivein citieswith such beautiful buildings.

My elderstoo discuss someof these problemsand talk of votingand eecting theright people
toruleand | wonder who rulesus and how do they rule us? My grandparentstell metal es of
olden dayswhen therewere kings and queensand of timeswhen gods and saintswalked among
uspeople. | wonder if suchthingswerereally possible.

| have so many questionsthat | oftenwonder if anyonehasanswerstothemat al. Perhapsno
one person knows all the answers and perhapsno one may know the answersto some of the
questions. Perhaps| need to find out myself. How c¢an | find out? Who will help me?’

- e e

Dear Friends,

The questionsthat are arising inyour minds are some of the most important questions
which everyone needsto find some answers. They arenot at all easy to answer for most of
them do not have any one definite answer. In fact many questions will be answered
differently by different people. So perhaps you too will have your own answer after you
have studied the problem carefully. Social Sciencestry to understand the society welivein
— by asking questions and working out methods for answering them. It also seeksto help
usto understand why different people answer the questions differently- for exampleif you
ask anyone, why are there very few girls in colleges compared to schools, you will get
differentanswersfrom different kinds of people. If you ask why the dumsare not cleaned like
the colonies, youwill again get very different answers. Why do people answer these questions
differently? Socia Sciencestry to understand thisproblem too.

Socia Sciencesdo not merely compiledifferent answersto aproblem. They try to bring
arigorousmethod to study them. They try to understand the problem by seeing how it devel oped
—and how and why it haschanged; they try to seeif itissmilar al over theearth or it changesin
different partsof theworld; and they try to understand the different pointsof view about it. Have
therebeen fewer girlsin collegesinthe past?Isit that al over theworld therearefewer girlsin
colleges? Why?What preventsgirlsfrom attending colleges? What do parentswho don’t send
their daughters say? What do parents who send their daughters say? What do the girls say?
What do the teachers say? Social Scientists put together all these before answering themain
guestion. But no Socid Scientist can giveyouthefinal or definiteanswer anditisyouwho have
to decidewhich answer you find more convincing and useful for youto act.

- Editors
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About thisbook

Thisbook isapart of your Social Science Curriculum or a part of various things you would be
doing to study the society around you. However, remember that it isonly onesmall part of that curriculum.
The Social Science Curriculum requires you to analyse and share in the classroom what you know. It
requiresyou above al to ask questions—think why things aretheway they are. It also requiresyou and
your friends to go out of the classroom to the market, to the Panchyat or municipality office, to the
villagefields, to temples and mosgues and museums and find out variousthings. You will haveto meet
and discuss with a number of people, farmers, shopkeepers, officials, priests, and so on.

Thisbook will introduce you to arange of problems and enable you to study themand arrive at
your own understanding of them. So, the most important thing about this book is that it does not have
answers. Infact, thisbook is not really complete. It can only be completed when you and your friends
and teachers bring their own gquestions and experiences and discuss everything threadbarein the class.
You may disagree with many thingsin this book - do not be afraid to say so - only give your reasons.
Your friendsmay disagreewith you, but try to understand why they have adifferent view. Finally arrive
at your own answers. You may not even be sure of your answer - you may want to find out more
before you make up your mind. In that case list your questions carefully and request your friends,
teachers or eldersto help you to find out.

Thisbook will help you to study different aspects of our socid life- about diversity of land and
people, about how people get their livelihoods, how peopl e provide for their common needs and manage
them, how all peoplein our society are not equal and how peopletry to bring about equality, how people
worship different godsin different ways, and finally how they communicate with each other and build
aculture which is shared by them.

To understand some of these matters you may haveto study about the earth - the hills, plainsand
riversand seas; to understand othersyou may have to know what happened hundreds or even thousands
of years ago; but most of all you may haveto go out and talk to different kinds of people around you.

Asyou study thisbook in the class room, you will come across many questions- do stop and try
to answer those questions or do the activity suggested before you proceed ahead. It isnot so important
to finish the lesson fast asit is to discuss the questions and do the activities.

Many lessonswill suggest projects which may take afew daysto do. These projectswill enable
you to devel op skillsof social science enquiry and analysisand presentation - these are more important
than remembering what is written inthe lessons.

Please remember that you don't have to memorise what is given in the lesson, but think about
them and form your own opinion about them.

@ \We can use content related maps, tables & graphs other than text book for practice and evaluation.

e Discussions, conducting interviews, debates and projects are given in the middle of the running
lessonand after theimprove your learning. To develop social consiousness, sensitivity and positive
attitude among the children is the purpose. Hence these must be taken up.

Director,
SCERT, Telangana, Hyderabad.
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OUR NATIONAL ANTHEM

- Rabindranath Tagore

Jana-gana-mana-adhinayaka, jaya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.
Punjab-Sindh-Gujarat-Maratha
Dravida-Utkala-Banga
Vindhya-Himachala-Yamuna-Ganga
Uchchhala-jaladhi-taranga.
Tava shubha name jage,

Tava shubha asisa mage,
Gahe tava jaya gatha,
Jana-gana-mangala-dayaka jaya he
Bharata-bhagya-vidhata.

Jaya he! jaya he! jaya he!

Jaya jaya jaya, jaya he!!

PLEDGE

F

- Pydimarri Venkata Subba Rao

“India is my country; all Indians are my brothers and sisters.
I love my country, and I am proud of its rich and varied heritage.

I shall always strive to be worthy of it.

I shall give my parents, teachers and all elders respect,
and treat everyone with courtesy. I shall be kind to animals.

To my country and my people, I pledge my devotion.

In their well-being and prosperity alone lies my happiness.”
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WE, THE PEOPLE OF INDIA  having
solemnly resolved to constitute India intoa | «w
SOVEREIGN SOCIALIST SECULAR | . °
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC and to secure |

to all its citizens :
- JUSTICE, social)y economic and | -
(9 political; A)
: LIBERTY _of s/thought, expression, 1
& | belief, faith and worship; * g
N (8 . EQUALITY of status and of opportunity; |
,“2) | and topromote among them all
in FRATERNITY assuring the dignity of | ©. 3
: -:3" thevindividual and the unity and integrity |77
ofthe Nation; - i,
A ;: IN OUR CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY | ' ;
:’:‘ /_+this twenty-sixth day of November, 1949, | \ |
"3 | do HEREBY ADOPT, ENACT AND GIVE | = |
? TO OURSELVES THIS CONSTITUTION. |
\ ‘_"fz PR LI “ BN ‘“ A —r*“ :

Subs. by the constitution [Forty second Amendment] Act 1976, Sec.2, for* Sovere|gn Democratic
Republic” (w.ef.3.1.1977)

Subs. by the constitution [Forty-second Amendment] Act, 1976, Sec.2, for “Unity of the Nation” (w.e.f.
3.1.1977)
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CHAPTER

Reading and
Making Maps

Maps tell us several things about different places: where_they)are;
whether they are on the sea or on a mountain or in a desert; how hot or
cold or rainy they are; what kind of trees and plants grow thereswhat kind
of people live there - the language they speak, theswork they do, their
settlements etc. You can know many details about a place from maps. Of
course, not everything is shown on one map. Youymay have to consult
different maps (physical maps, political maps, historical maps etc.) to get
all the information. Shall we learn how to make,and read a map?

District Political M ap

You may have seen several mapsinyour
classroom such asthemap of India, themap
of Telanganaetc. Today, wewill study the
map of our own district.

+ Bring two or three copies of themap
of your district to.the class.

+ | ocateyour village/town, the nearby
villages, towns, rivers, streams and
other water-bodies, etc.

* Look for places such as roads,
railway station etc.

¢ Can you work out the distance
between different places shown on
themap?

A Game

Form two teams; the first team should
select aplace onthe map, writeit down on
apiece of paper secretly and giveit to the
teacher. The second team can ask questions
about the place. Now, the first team can
answer themsayingonly ‘Yes or ‘No’. E.g.

Free Distribution by Govt. of Telangana2021-22

Team two can ask questions like, Is this
placein Mahabubnagar digtrict?1sthisplace
by the seacoast? Is this a district head
quarter? Then the second team should
locate the place decided by the first team
through asking some questions. The
teacher will examine the game and record
the correct answers of these questions.
When the team finally finds out the
place, theteamsreversetherolesand play
again. Theteam which finds out the name
of the place with the minimum number of
questionswill bethewinner.

Way toMallika’shouse-
Sketch Map

Laila and Mallika met at Red Cross
sarviceactivity in Nizamabad. They became
close friends there. Mallika lives in
Venkatapuram village and Laila lives in
Adilabad. Lailaplannedtovisit Mallika's
housein the coming holidays. Shewrotea
|etter asking Mallikahow to reach her house
from the bus stand. Mallika was happy

1



MTJ rD
BAZAAR
S E
DEE:]BDE #D
-
T T < |m
(o oomeoonn  Ogoo o

Ooorrrn B 2P0 oo

about her friend’s proposed visit. She sent
thedetail s of thelocation of her housewith
asketch map.

¢ Can you reach Mallika's -house
from the bus stop withthe help of
the sketch map?

+ How many turnsdid Lailataketo
reach Mallika's house? Are there
any landmarksat the turns?

+Are the buildings shown in the
sketch drawnto their actual size?

¢ Canyoutell thedirectioninwhich
Lailawalked (north or east)?

¢ Canyoutell thedistancefromthe
busstopto Mallika’s house?

We cannot answer the last two
questionswith the hel p of the above map.
Thisactudly landed Lailainaproblem. She
had no idea of the distance from the bus
stop to the house. When she reached

2 Diversity on the Earth

Fig. 1.1: Sketch showing way to Mallika’s house

Mallika shouse, shesaid, “Oh! Mallika, |
amtired. You did not mention the distance
inyour sketch. If | knew it was so far away,
| would havetaken an auto.”

“Sorry, Laila, | forgot to mention the
distance,” replied Mallika. “Anyhow, in
future, if you take an auto, please mention
that you haveto go to South Venkatapuram
- that iswhere this house is situated” said
Mallika.

“How would | know the south or north
of Venkatapuram?’ Lailaasked.

“Itissmple. Now, you reached my house
which is in the south of the village, the
oppositesideisnorth. Don’t you know how
to find directions in a place?’ asked
Mallika

¢ Draw a sketch map of the route
from your school to your house?

Social Studies



Directions

L ook at thefollowing picture carefully:

Fig. 1.2: Identification of directions

Thegirl inthemiddleisfacing therising Sun. Now fill thefollowing table:

SNo Direction Object/Places
1 east Sun, hills
2 south
3 north
4 west

If you stand facing east,
all the things to your right
are towards south; all the
things to your left are
towards north; and al the
things behind you are
towardswest.

Mallikaproposedto play
a game to understand
directions better.

Look at the picture on
theright. Now, everyonehas
to ask one question.

Free Distribution by Govt. of Telangana2021-22
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Fig. 1.3: Directions

Reading and Making Maps 3




Lalitha is towards
direction of John.

Lalitha is towards
direction of Uma.

Nazarisin
of Sekhar.

Nazar is towards
direction of Ram.

Lakshmanistowards
direction of Somu.
Lakshman is also towards
direction of Sekhar.

Taraisinthe direction
of John.

After doing this exercise, Laila said,
“Wow! | now understand that directionis
always relative to something! The same
place may bein east or south or north or
west, depending upon where we are
looking at it from.”

¢ |dentify directionsin your class
room and form asimilar line and
ask similar questions.

Directionson amap

Usually, maps are prepared in such a
manner that north isat the top of the map
and southisat thebottom. Therefore, east
Isonthe right and west ison

Hang apoalitical map of Telangana
on the wall. Answer the following
guestions after looking at the map:

*

InwhichdirectionisMahabubnagar
from Vikarabad?

In which direction is Hyderabad
from Yadadri?

In which direction is Khammam
from Suryapet?

|sKomarambheem towards East of
Adilabad?

If youwant to go from Manchiryal
to Peddapalli, in which direction
will youtravel ?

Think of more questionsand ask each
other.

‘Scale’ or distanceon amap

On a pleasant evening, Mallika took
Laila to see the village stream and they
walked over the bridge. The bridge had 6
lamp postsat equal distance. Thedistance
between two postsisabout 100 metres. The
length of the bridge is about 500 metres.
L ook at thefollowing picture:

the | eft.
In some special cases, maps :_\éjz_'_'_
may be madewith south onthe . L1 [~
top or ontheleft. However, in F__\\if_\-‘\_"\—-. el
_ i Wy _ </-—ﬁ/'_“cs;a
such cases, a special mention e % ,?.,«;rJ

will bemadeonthemapand an e
arrow will be given showing |t —r—r
north.

4 Diversity on the Earth

Fig. 1.4: Laila and Mallika walking on the bridge
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When they came back, Lailawanted to
draw a sketch of the bridge and the lamp
posts on a paper so that she could take it
with her. When she was drawing the lamp
posts, shetook careto draw them at equal
distances. The distance between the first
and the last lamp posts was about 5
centimetres. Her sketch wasmuch smaller
than the actual bridge.

o——);/a-? $r

A SBUIENERR]

Fig. 1.5: Laila’s sketch of the bridge

Measure the total distance in Lalla's
sketch map from lamp post one to lamp
post six. The actual distance between the

two lamp postsis........ mts

Inthe sketch, the distance between two
lamp postsisonly ........ cm. and the total
distanceisonly ......... cm. You might have
observedthat L ailahasdrawn thelamp posts
at equal distance.

We can aso write down the relation
between the distance on the bridge and its
representation in the sketch in the
following way:

5cmonthesketchmap=....... metres
onthebridge
1 cmonthesketchmap = .......metres

onthebridge
Thisiscalledthe‘Scale'.

We use Scaleto show the actual distance
ontheground by reducingit onamap.

Mapsawaysmentionthe Scalethey use
and we can find out the actual distance
between placesusing the Scale.
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You might have observed the word
‘Scale’ inthemaps. The Scaleistheratio
of distance between two points (places) on
the map to the actual distance on the
ground. It can be expressed in different
ways.

Statement Scale - Here, the scae is
stated in words such as one cmto one km
like asimple statement. Asper thesimple
statement scale, we know that if we
measure one cm as the distance between
two places on the map, thereal distance
onthegroundisonekm.

In the giveniy Wanaparthy
sketch, the
distance between
Mahabubnagar and
Wanagparthy isgivenin
theformof aline. The
actual distance
between these places
is50km.

Measure thelinejoining thetwo places
andfind out thedistance onthemap.

Actual distance between Mahabu-
bnagar and Wanaparthy :

Based on the distance between Maha-
bubnagar and Wanaparthy onthemap can
you find out the Scal e of the map?

If it is one cm on the map, what will
bethe actual distance onland?

M ahabubnagar

Now, try to look at your district map
and find out its Scale. Then measurethe
distance from your village or town to a
few other villagesand townson the map
and find out the actual distance.

Now, take a thread and measure the
coast line of Indiain amap and find out
the actual coast line using the scales.

Reading and Making Maps 5



Symbals

You know that mapsaretoo small for us
to draw pictures of the things shown on
them. For example, we cannot draw thereal
school or bus stand or Mallika'shouse, as
it will take too much space on the map.
Therefore, we alwaysshow thingsonamap
with the help of symbols. You may have

Ei' e . L1 | !!

noticed that inthedistrict map, villagesand
townsareshownwith dotsand circles. Map
makers prepare symbols appropriate to
their needs. But some common symbols,
which arecalled * Conventional Symbols,
arealso used. Thefollowingisacomplete
map with symbols, scale and proper
orientation:

s

s

I ndex

PS - Police Station

\.

Iill Masjid fi Temple Ii Church e Meter Gauge Railway

- ;
PTO - Post & Telegraph Office =‘ Settlement Il Broad Gauge Railway

RS- Railway Station PO - post office

Pucca Road

J

6 Diversity on the Earth
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Based on the map given on the

previous page, answer the following
questions:

L 4

Inwhich direction of thechurchis
theriver flowing?

What kind of road is there to the
south of Sripuram village?
Which type of railway line is
located near Sripuram?

In which direction of railway
station isthe police station?
Name the village that lies to the
north of therailway track.
Imaginethat you arein the school
shown onthe map. Which direction
will you faceif you are coming out
of your school ?

Activity:

Facetowardsyour east, stretch your
hands and say the name of directions(e.g.
north, south). Next time, change the

direction of your face and continue the
exercise.

K ord
eyWN&
Sketch

Map
Scade
Direction

| mprove your learning

1. Collect different kindsof mapsand study them. If you have any doubts,
clarify them with your teacher. i

2. Find out the distance from your mandal headquarter to the district QD
headquarter by converting the map distanceinto actual distance.

3. Whyistheactual distance on the ground reduced on the map?

4. Explaintheneed of symbols in preparing maps.

5. Drawthesymbolsrepresenting different waterbodies, placesof worship and public
officeson adrawing sheet and present it in the class.

6. Draw asketch of your house and mark the other housesand placesarounditinthe
correct direction.

7. What are theimportant features of amap?

8. Readtheparagraphtitled‘Symbols on page 6 and comment onit.

9. Observethedifferent mapspresent intheAtlasandfill the table with details.

S.No. Nameof themap Symbolsused Important features
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Project:

8

Prepare amap of your classroom using the following instructions:

a)
b)

f)

9)
h)

First, find the four directionsin your classroom by facing the north.

Make alist of all thewalls, doors, windows, blackboards, almirahs etc. that you
want to show on the map. Make symbolsfor them in your notebook.

Draw a sketch map of the classroom with walls and location of the objects you
want to show. Make sureto draw the northern wall on thetop -of the sketch.

Now, splitinto small groups and measure thelength of each-wall with thehelp of a
scale. Write down the distances on the sketch map.

Draw a map of the classroom by selecting an appropriate Scale. It can be one
centimetre for one meter. So if awall is 7 metreslong, you will have to make a
7 centimetres long line on paper.

After making the outer walls, draw the symbolsfor windows and doors at the right
places. Then draw the symbols for other objects like amirah, black board, table
etc.

Make an index of the symbolsyou have used in the map and also mention the Scale.

Compareyour map with your friends' mapsand make correctionsif thereareany.

Diversity on the Earth Social Studies
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CHAPTER

Globe -

A Modd of the Earth

One evening, Sundar & Kalpana were looking at the moontand.Sundar
asked, “If | went to the Moon, what would the Earth look dike? What can |
see from there?” Kalpana told him that they could easily find ott answers
from the internet. Later, she showed him some pictures of\the Earth taken

from Moon. This is how it looked:

Doesn’'t the Earth look like a blue

moon? It looks blue because alarge portion
of the Earth is covered with oceans. In the
above photograph, we can see only one part
of the Earthwhichreceivessunshine.
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¢ Can you explain why half of the
Earth is not visible in this

photograph?

TheEarthislikeaball

Inthispicture, you can seethat the shape
of the Earthislike that of the Moon.

Bring some globes to the classroom.
Ensure that each group of five to six
studentshasaglobe. A globeisamodel of
the Earth. It showsthe shape of the Earth,
the land and water, the continents and
oceans and the countries of the world.

Fig. 2.2: A Globe



¢ Giveeach student achancetotake
the globein her/ hishand and look
at it carefully. See how the Earth
rotates.

¢ With the help of your teacher,
locate the North Pole, the South
Pole and the Equator.

You can seethat theearthislikeaball —
spherica inshape. How do you think people
stand onit? Place some standing toy people
ondifferent partsof theglobe. It may seem
that the person at thelower partisstanding
upsidedown or that thepersoninthemiddie
might just fall from the Earth. We never fall
off the Earth because the Earth actslike a
powerful magnet which pullsustowardsit.
Infact, we can only fall on Earth but never
off the Earth!

Spheroid Shape

Actually, the Earth is not like a
perfect sphere = not perfectly round.
It is alittlepressed at the two poles
and bulged slightly in the middle
around a line called the Equator.
However, this is so dight that most
globesand maps do not show it at al.

Aninteresting thing about the shape of
theEEarthisthat if wekeep travelling from
one point in one direction without turning
back, we come back to the same point. Try
thisontheglobe. Start from any point and
keep going inthe samelineand seeif you
come back to the starting point.

10  Diversity onthe Earth

Scientistsinancient periodin Indiaand
Europe had figured out that the earth was
likeaball or sphere. Therefore, later around
1492 CE, sailorslike Columbus, an Italian
explorer set out from Europewith the hope
of reaching India.

+ Takea globe and run your finger
along the path taken by columbus
to reach America and on the
imaginary routetoreach India

Oceansand Continents

As you can see on the globe, most of
the surface of the Earth consists of water
intheform of oceans. If you go to acoastal
village, you can observehills.

¢+ Describethe seain afew lines or
draw apicture of the sea.

+ Statethe main difference between

the water you drink and the sea
water?

Seas and Oceans stretch for hundreds
and thousands of kilometers—just endless
water! You can travel from one end to the
other only withthe help of shipsand it may
take many days or even monthsto do so.

¢+ Oneof the oceansisfrozentoice
—find out its name.

¢ Observetheglobeand write down
the names of thefour great oceans.

Social Studies



¢ Which of these is the largest
ocean? Underlineit.

Naturally, we cannot live in these
oceans. We liveon land. You can seelarge
sheetsof land ontheglobewhichare called
continents. There are seven continents.

¢ Find out the names of the
continents and write them down:

+ Oneof these continentsisactually
covered with ice — find out its
name and location.

Isit not aninteresting fact that the North
Pole and the South Pale of the Earth are
covered with ice! The North Pole has a
frozen ocean (Arctic Ocean) and the South
Pole hasahuge accumulation of iceonit!
Thisiscalled the Antarctic Shield of ice.

¢ Look for India on the Globe —
name the continent on which India
is located.

¢ Similarly, look for the countries
you have heard of .

Villages, townsand citiesarelocated on
the continents. You will find hills and
valleys, agriculture, mines, factories etc.
on the land on these continents.
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Directionson theglobe

You had learnt about the four directions
in the earlier chapter. You can locate the
North and the South Pole. If you face north,
the east ison your right and the west ison
your left. The Earth rotates every day from
the west to the east. Can you rotate the
globe and see how thishappens?

You have observed the two polesonthe
globe. What arethe poles? They arethetwo
points onthe opposite ends of the Earth. If
you draw animaginary line connecting the
two poles passing through the interior of
the Earth, it will form the axis or theline
around whichthe Earthrotates.

NS

South Direction

Fig. 2.3: Axis of rotation

To understand this better, put three or
four dots on the globe in different colours
from the Equator to the poles. Now rotate
the globe and observe.

Globe- A Model of theEarth 11



You would notice that if you put a dot
on the pole, it will not move at all'! What
happensto the dot placed on the Equator?

Lineson theglobe

You will seemany linesacrosstheglobe.
Somerun from the North Poleto the South
Pole. Theothersrun around the Earth from
west to east. Theseimaginary linesdrawn
by map makershelp uslocate placesonthe
globe and maps. We will see how they are
drawnin later classes. Now, we will look
at the most important lines.

The concept of linesontheglobecalled
L atitudes and L ongitudes a ong with poles
were well known to our Indian ancestors
like Aryabhata, who used the terms to
explainthe places.

L atitudes

These are the imaginery linesthat are
drawn from west to east. Can you spot
these lines? Compare the length of these
lines. Do you think they areall of the same
length?

Fig. 2.4: Latitudes on the globe

12  Diversity on the Earth

The longest of these linesis called the
Equator. It dividesthe globeinto two equal
halves called hemispheres. Identify the
Equator on the globe and note down the
continentsit passesthrough. Also identify
the northern and the southern.hemis-
pheres. In which hemisphere is India
located? Which hemisphere has more
water than land?

L ongitudes

Theseimaginary linesrun from onepole
to the other. Unlike the latitudes, these
linesare of the samelength. Therearetwo
main longitudes — the Greenwich Line,
whichisaso called the 0 degreelongitude,
and the International Date Line, whichis
also called 180° east/west longitude. You
will learn more about the importance of
these linesin higher classes.

120w__150°W | 8 North Pole

l90°E

30°E
Fig. 2.5: Longitudes on the globe

Thelatitudesand longitudes create anet
that coversthe map and helps usto locate
places. If you know the latitude and
longitude of aplace, you can easily locate
it on the globe or amap.

Social Studies



Keywords

Latitude Longitude International DateLine AXis

| mprove your learning

1.

N o o bk~ W DN

Thereisan outline map of theworld on the next page. |dentify and write the names of
continents and oceans. Col our the map using appropriate colours. Draw and writethe
names of the main latitudes.

Ramesh says” Earthisflat”. What doyou say?

Rosy isspinning abanglelikeatop.What shapedo you see?

Collect information about explorerslike Columbus.

Draw thelatitudesand longitudesonthe surface of aball.
“TheSunawaysrisesintheeast.” Find out thereasonsfor this.
Why dowedraw imaginary lineson the globe/ map?

What istheeffort put by scientistsand sailorsto know about earth?

Observethefollowing picturesand fill the boxes with the names of the shaded
hemispheres.
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L andforms

The land on which we live is not uniform in size, shape orheight. In
some places, it rises high to form hills and mountains with steep slopes,
while in other areas, it may be low and flat for lopg stretches. As you
travel from one place to another, you might witness changes in the height

of places. This is known as the relief of a region.

Therearethree main kindsof landforms
—mountains, plateausand plains. You must
have seen severa hills or even been to
places on some mountain ranges.
Mountainsarevery high and they have steep
slopeswith very littleflat land on them.

Look for the Himalayas, Arvallis,
Vindhyas, Satpura mountainsin amap of
India. Theseareimportant mountain ranges
of our country.

In our state too, Adilabad, Nirmal,
Jagitial, Vikarabad, Mahaboobnagar,
Nagarkurnool, Peddapally, Badradri and
Jayashankar districtshave stretchesof hilly

Fig. 3.1: Hills
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terrain which we can see as pockets of
scattered hills. These are Sathmala range
in.Adilabad, Nirmal. Balaghat range in
M ahaboobnagar, Nagarkurnool . Ananthagiri
hillsinVikarabad, Kandikal inPeddapally
and Jayashankar and Rakhi hillsin Jagitial
districts. Look for them in amap.

Plateausareaso highlandsbut they have
moreflat landswith some hillsin between
them. Thelandscapeisunevenwith upsand
downsbut not assteep asinthemountains.
The Deccan Plateau is the largest plateau
inindia

The Deccan plateau hasahigh and steep
edge (scarp) on the west,
and is known as the
Western Ghats. The
. TelanganaPlateau isitself
- a part of the Deccan
. Plateau and slopesto the
| east. Large portions of
' Telangana fall in the
plateau region which is
# called the Telangana
Mateau.

15



Fig. 3.2: Plain

The plains, on the other hand, arelevel
landswith gentle slopes. They areformed
by the deposition of silt by great rivers. The
Indus and its tributaries form the Punjab
Plains. The Gangariver stretchesthrough
Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and Bengal statesand
formsthe Gangetic Plains. Together thetwo
large plains are called Indo-Gangetic
Plains. Eastern coastal plains are on the
eastern side of India‘aong the Bay of
Bengal. Large portionsof stateslike Tamil
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and West
Bengal fall in it..On the Western side of
Indiais the Western Coastal Plains. Find
out the stateswhich come under it.

The physical surfacefeaturesof theland
like mountains, plateaus and plainsetc are
caled ‘Rdief Features . Telanganastate has
varied relief features. Look at the map (1)
givenonthepage 17. Our state has Upper
TelanganaPlateau inthewest. Godavari and
Krishnariver flowseastwardsthroughthis
plateau. Theremaining areaisknown asthe
Lower Telangana plateau which also
eastwardsdope. Thetwincities, Hyderabad
and Secundrabad cities, Sangareddy,
Mahaboobnagar and Nalgonda townsare
located on the Upper Telangana plateau
whileWarangal and Karimnagar townsare
onthe L ower Telangana Plateau

We will learn more about these
landformsand how peopleliveonthemin
thefollowing chapters.

+ Look at the pictures of mountain,
plainand plateau and try to find out
which of them is similar to your
region.

+ Look at themap of Telanganaand
find out which of these towns are
on the upper and lower Telangana

Social Studies



Rakhi Hills

Devarakonda H

4 Karnataka

| 25 wins

msssss  Major Rivers
- Lower Telangana Plateau
- Upper Telangana Plateau

:| Districts Boundary
| | State Boundary

Map-1 Physical Features of Telangana

plateau- Bhongiri, Bhadrachalam,
Siddipet, Manthani, Manchiryala,
Shadnagar, Sircilla, Chennur,
Kamareddy, Vikarabad.

¢ In which districts are the
Ananthagiri hills, Devarakonda
hills, Nirmal hills, Sirnapally hills
Stuated?

Delta

The two main rivers of Telangana, the
Godavari and the Krishna, flow from the
western Ghats. The Godavari river enters
in Telangananear Basaraof Nirmal district.
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Theseriversarejoined by many smal rivers
of the Telangana plateau and finally flow
into the Bay of Bengal after forming large
deltas. Can you see the two triangles
formed by these rivers on the Eastern
coastal plans? (fig 3.4)

Before joining the sea, ariver divides
into a large number of small streams. It
depositsalot of sand and silt inthisarea
which forms the delta. It usually forms a
triangle. Every year, theflood water of the
river bringssilt laden with humus (decayed
leaves, plantsetc.) withit and depositsthem
ontheflooded areas. In thisway, thefloods
enrich the soils of the deltaevery year.
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+ How doyouthink will the
dams across the rivers
affect the delta soils ?

+ Find out the names of
someother deltasin India

+ Find out the names of at
least two rivers that join
in the Krishna and
Godavari.

+ Find out thelocation of a
largedam onthe Godavari
river.

+ Why isit not possible to
construct a large dam in
Medak district ?

Fig. 3.4: Krishna and Godavari delta, a satellite image
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Penamakuru -
A Villagein the Krishna Delta

We wanted to see how people live in a delta village. We started from
Vijayawada and reached Vuyyuru town. The terrain was tetally plain,
without any significant slope. We crossed a numbergof canals and water
channels lined with green trees.

Bandar Canal

After travelling about 3 kms
from Vuyyuru, we crossed the
Bandar canal toreach Penamakuru. ks
Bandar canal takes off from the |
KrishnaRiver at Prakasam Barrage
in Vijayawada. It flows from the
north west of the village towards
the south east . Water of thiscanal
istaken to thefieldsthrough small
field channels. Penamakuruvillage
Is situated between the Krishna
River (which flows to the West of o Tl S (e = R R
the village just a few kilometers Fig. 3.5: Plain landscape of Penamakuru
away) andthe Bandar canal.

. T

Prakasam Barrage

Vijayawadacity islocated at the
head of the Krishna Delta on its
northern bank. A barrage was built
acrosstheriver a Vijayawadain 1853
by theBritishrulers. Itisnow called
Prakasam Barrage. The water is
diverted by this barrage into canals
and isused to irrigate about 12 lakh
acresof land.

7

"Fig. 3.6. Huts along Bandar Canal
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Soils

In Penamakuru, the soils are mostly
fertile alluvial black soils. The soils
deposited by the river are caled aluvial
soils or ‘ondru bhumi’. Alluvial soils are
heavy and have high water holding capacity.
They aredsorichinnutrients. Do you think
cropswill grow well on such soils?

We can find fine and clayey black soils
(‘nallaregadi bhumi”) upto adepth of 15
feet. They get very sticky with rain and
retain moisturefor along time. When they
dry up they tend to crack. Thiscauseswhat
iscalled self-ploughing and causesfertile.

Some parts of the village nearer to the
river onthewest and south have sandy soils
(isuka bhumi).

By and large part of the soils of this
region are fertile and if water is /.
availableitispossibletoraisetwoor
three cropsayear.

+ What isthere ation between
moistureleve inthesoil and
crop production?

¢ Look at‘the map of the
villageandlocate thecanal,
theroad, and the housesand
huts in the centre of the
village:

¢ Look at the map of
Penamakuru village and
locate the field channels

Rainfall and Irrigation

This region receives heavy rains from
June to October from the South West
monsoon. From November to May there
isrelatively very littlerain. Good sunshine
and warm temperature makeit passibleto
raise cropsthroughout the year. However,
as there are no rains after October, it is
necessary to irrigate the lands with water
either from the canal or thewells or tanks.

The lands on the eastern side of the
village which are nearer to the canal and
low lying can be easily irrigated with the
canal water. Thelandstowardsthewestern
and northern side are on higher elevation
and cannot be easily irrigated with canal
water. In such areasfarmersuse borewells.

which take off from the

INDE X
Bandar Canal. Observethe w—  Canal
directioninwhichthey flow. ®®  ovchavds /
. O Ho =
+ Gently shade the portions = e g
which you think will be @ Tank g
.. mma Fields 8 >
irrigated by the canals. 1 poultry Penamakuru village map
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Roads
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As Penamakuru is very near to river
Krishnathe groundwater can befound at a
depth of only 15 to 25 feet. Hence, the
expenditure on digging borewellsisvery
low. Sincethe entireregion iselectrified,
most of the borewells have submersible
pumps operating with electricity.

sugarcane fields

Recently there hasbeen an increasing
use of groundwater through the borewells
to cultivate the uplands which cannot be
easily irrigated with canal water.

¢ Does it rain in your region
between the months of June to
October?

¢ |stherain adequatefor agriculture
inyour area?

¢ Comparetheavailability of water
inyour areaand theKrishnaDelta
Plainregion.
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Fig. 3.7: A borewell irrigating paddy and

Cyclones & Floods

Krishna district is one of the most
flood prone districts of the AP state.
Every few yearswhentherainsarevery
heavy inthe catchment areathe dams get
more water than they can hold.

water isreleased by the big en
the flood waters enter ing
villagesaong theriv i be both

very destructiveand e.Floods
which bring

+ How can the floods be both
destructive and productive?

¢ Get information about the major
floodsin the past and what happened
during thosetimes.

+ How can we minimisethe damage
done by floods and cyclones?

Crops

Paddy isextensively cultivated all over
the coastal plains, especialy in Krishna
District. Most of the lands, especially the
low areas (pallam), are sown with paddy.
The nursery for the paddy monsoon crop
called salvaissown and transplanted inthe
months of June/ July. They usually grow
high yielding paddy varieties like MTU
2716, Swarna, and BPT. Thisis harvested
around October/November. The main
agricultural operations like ploughing,

Penamakuru - A VillageintheKrishnaDelta 21



threshing and transportation are donewith
tractors. Transplantationis<till mainly done
by women whereas harvesting is done by
men and women together. From the month
of December, they sow the winter crop
called dalva. Thisiseither paddy or pulse
crop. During the last few years, many
farmers have been cultivating sugarcane
instead of paddy. Sugarcane stands in the
field for nine to twelve months and is
harvested around February/March. Thenit
growsagain to giveasecond crop the next
year. Thesefieldsneed tending throughout
theyear and this isdone mainly by men.

Now a days the villagers cultivate
turmeric, yam, bananaetc. in the uplands.
Thesearesownwiththearrival of rainsand
harvested in February/March. Crops like
sugarcane, turmeric, yam and banana are
grown for sale in the market and are not
consumed inthevillage.

In olden days, the farmers of
Penamakuru cultivated red gram, green
gram and milletson the uplands. They did
not require much water. Nowadays, these
crops have been replaced with vegetables
and sugarcanewhich requireirrigation.
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Vegetables

Uplands (meraka or
garuvu bhumulu) of this
village are suitable for
growing vegetables. In the
low lying lands, if waterisnot
sufficient for a second crop
of paddy, they cultivate
vegetables. Usually they
cultivate brinja, ladiesfinger,
ivy gourd dondakai, ridge
guardand cabbage. They are
sold in Vuyyuru Rythu bazaar. During
summer, somefarmerscultivatejeeluga or
pillipesaratoincreasethefertility of their
fields. These areleguminousgreen manure
crops which fix nitrogen in the soil. After
30 to 40 days, these crops are ploughed
back into the soil.

Orchards

Onthebank of river Krishnaand upland
areas of Penamakuru, we can see several
fruit bearing treesand orchardslike guava,
sapotaand papaya. Thefarmers havetold
usthat the soil near theriver containsmore
sand. The capacity of these soilsto retain
moistureisvery less. Therefore, cropslike
paddy do not grow well on sandy soils. The
fruit trees grow well as their roots
penetrate deep into the soil and draw out
water. Hence the lands close to river are
suitablefor growing fruit bearing trees.

Irrigation, market and changing
Crops

We have seen that there is a shift from
growing food grainslikemillets, paddy and
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pulses to cash crops like sugarcane,
vegetables, fruits and turmeric. This is
made possible by the growth of irrigation
as these crops need a lot of water.The
availability of loans to purchase other
inputslikes seeds and fertilisersisanother
contributing factor.

Types of soil in Penamakuru are
(tick the correct answer):
a) sandy/ rocky; b) sandy/ clay;
c) black/ sandy.

Which of thefollowing statements
is correct: @) Sandy soil retains
moisture. b) Black soil retains

more moisture. ¢) Black-sandy soil

) p _ _
+ What arethereasonsfor thischange~ retains moisture.

¢ To what extent do you think is this
beneficial to the farmers?

¢ Farmersof Penamakuru grow rice
in soil.

river Krishnabecause

L and owner ship, tenan —
P &y + Ifyouliveinavillage: what isthe

There are about 750 families in depth of a borewell? What layers
Penamakuru. Ten of them have 10 acresof | do you dig through to reach water?

land or above. Approximately 150 families How islandirrigated in your area?
have land below 5 acres and the rest have
no land. They either take land on lease
fromthelandlordsor work aslabourerson

Houses

People of different castes and profe-
ssionsliveinthisvillage. Themainvillage
isinhabited by landlords, the otherslivein

' . thenearby areason
the banks of the
canal and towards
south of the
village. In the
middle of the
village, we can
find kirana shops,
bank, R.M.P.
doctors, medical
shops, iron
welding shops,
hair salon, tiffin
centers, etc.
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thair farms.

J:

'Fig. 3.9: Workers harving yam
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Hereisacollection of photographs of houses and other buildingsin thevillage. L ook
at them and describe them. Point out the difference and similarities in the roofs,walls,
boundary wallsetc.

.

Fig: 3.12: Houses of small farmers
Animal rearing

All'landsinthevillagearecultivated and
there is not much land for grazing cattle.
Henceonly afew bullocks, cows, buffal oes
and sheep are reared for working on the
fieldsand for other purposes. How do you
think would they feed the animal s?

Basket weaving, pig rearing and
fishing

Onthebanksof Bandar canal live 15-20
basket weaving families. They migrated to

24 | Diversity onthie Eart |

3
Fig. 3.11: Hut

3

F|g31 Roads and Houses
this village for work. Their main
occupations are making baskets, catching
rats and rearing pigs. Jagannadha
Nancharaiah settled here about 30 years
ago. He collects date palm strands from
the banks of canal for making baskets. He
and hiswife make 5-6 baskets per day and
sell them in nearby villages. Their
neighbour K atta Sivai ah catchesfisheswith
the help of basket traps and sellsthem in
nearby villages.

Social Studies



Poultry

The village has a fully
mechanised poultry farm.
Water is supplied through

nipplesand food issupplied by
the conveyers. There are about
80,000 hens in this poultry
laying about 50,000 eggs each
day. These eggs are sent to
Vijayawadaand other stateslike
Assam and Bihar through
agents. Thechickendroppingis
sold as fish feed to farmersin
nearby area.

RiceMill

There is arice mill in this
village. Theownersof thisrice
mill purchase paddy from the
peasantsand preparericeto sl
in other places.

Poultry and rice mills are
based on agriculture and
therefore are called agro-
industries. They areacommon
featureintheplains. Itiseasy
to get the necessary raw
materials and transport the
product to the distant markets.

Fig. 3 16: Basket maklng
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Road transport & markets

Theroad network in thisregioniswell
devel oped providing connectivity to many
towns and cities. This helpsin marketing
the produce.

The farmers of this village sell
sugarcaneto nearby sugar factory whichis
located at Vuyyuru. The vegetables and
bananaare supplied to ‘ Rythu Bazar’ which
isinVuyyuruandVijayawada. Thepaddy is
sold in the fields itself through brokers.

; ¥ Fig. 3.17: Transportation E)ega&e &
Availability of labour frtits to Rythu Bazaar
Most villagers are employed in this K eywords
villageitself. Some agricultural labourers Mountain
also come from the surrounding villages. Plateau
The youth who studied 10" or above are Plain
working as electricians, auto drivers or Coast
mechanics Cyclone
' Flood

| mprove your learning

What kind of changesaretaking placein Penamakuru village?

How-do the poor and the landless earntheir livelihood in the plains?

S o
J9E7GE

What arethe difficultiesof farming in plain villageslike Penamakuru?

B 0 DN P

What will happens if all farmers of the village grow only sugarcane or
turmeric?

5. Why do plainslikethe Krishnadeltahave avery dense settlement?

6. Point out different landformson the map of Telanganaand AndhraPradesh. Colour
them asgiven below.

a) plain- green b) plateau - yellow C) mountains- brown

7. How arethe people of handicrafts hel ped by the government?

8. Describetherelief features of Telangana.
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Dokur -
A Village on the Plateau

|r|
L

CHAPTER

it P- .
JeM4L1

In the previous chapter, we saw a village in the Krishna ‘Delta“which
had plenty of water and rich soil. Imagine life in a differént, village that
has little rain or irrigation facilities and poor soil. What¢could be the
differences? Discuss them in the class.

Deccan Plateau

Observe the Telangana sketch map in
chapter 3 showing major land forms. You
would noticethat TelanganaStateislargely
aplateau. Compare thiswith the map 2 of
the same chapter. You will notice that the
entire Telanganaplateau region fallsonthe
wider Deccan plateau. You would also see
that the Deccan plateau is flanked on one
side by the Western Ghats and by the
Eastern Ghats on the other side. The
Deccan plateau higher in altitude as
compared to the Eastern coastal plains. The
plateau slopes from west to east. To
understand thisregion, trace the course of
theriver Godavari anditsorigin.

Unlike the Krishna delta which
are flat, plateaus are marked by
several small hills, hill ranges and
hillocks interspersed with flat areas
between them. Asaresult, cultivation
and settlement is possible only in
small pockets. This region is also
rocky with thin layers of soil. An
important aspect of this Plateau
regionisthat it receivesvery low rainfall.

Free Distribution by Govt. of Telangana2021-22

TRE S0WRANE - GRS,

Fig. 4.1: Entrance to Dokur Village

We wanted to see how peoplelivein such
difficultterrains. Therefore, wevisited and
examined a typical village located in
Telanganapl ateau - Dokur in Mahabubnagar
district.

Dokur Village

Dokur isinthe Devarakadramandal and
isaround 25 km away from Mahabubnagar
town. Theold nameof thisvillageis Dakur
and it comes from the word Daku which
means dacoit. Many years ago, dacoit
groupslived intheareasurrounding Dakur
asit was easy for them to hide among the
heavy bushesin thesurrounding forest area.
Today, thevillageiscalled Dokur.

B
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A - KatchaHouse ;
3 - PaccaHouse
lacal - School J
2] - Community Hall | -
-Field '
I;] - Tank

| & Look at the sketch

s map Dokur village.
Describetheforms
of transport and
houses from this
sketch? In what
ways can “you
compare this with
your...own  or
familiar village?

+ Thetank is shown
in. blue even
though at the time
of our visit it was
dry. Think of any
reasonswhy thisis
s0?

INDEX
filit -Ralwayline

- PaccaRoad

-.- - KatchaRoad

~~] -Cemetery

® - Hogspita

# - Poultry
A& - Cattle Shed
é - Temple

ﬂ - Mosque

Climateand Rainfall

The temperature of the region goes
up to40° Celsius during the summer
monthsfrom February to June. However,
during the winter monthsfrom November
to January, the temperature during the day
is usually between 20° Celsius and 30°
Celsius. Thisregion getsrainfall from the
end of Juneto October. However, therain
isscanty and irregular. It variesalot from
year to year and therefore, it is
unpredictableand unreliable. During years
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of realy low rainfall, a drought situation
develops. Cropsdry away and there'slittle
rainfall to fill the tanks or recharge the
ground water. Drinking water for humans
and cattle becomesamajor problem. Inthe
absence of irrigation facilities, it is
difficult to carry out any agriculturework.
These aredifficult yearswhen people may
be forced to look at other options for
employment. Sincesuch yearsof realy low
rainfall keep repeating, we can say that the
regionisdrought prone.
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+ What are the differences between
the rainfall in Dokuru region and
that inthe Krishnadelta?

¢ Find out from your elders if the
rainfal inyour region, over the past
ten years, has been irregular and
unreliable?

Sails

About half of theagricultural landinthe
village has red soils. These red soils or
Erra Nelalu are not very deep or fertile.
They lack many nutrients necessary for
growing cropsand because of the high sand
content, they do not retain much water to
help theroots spread firmand wide. These
fields have to be left uncultivated for one
season after every crop sothat they areable
to recoup their nutrients from nature.

Nalla or shallow black soilswith about
60 cm depth. They cover a small part of
theagricultural land of thisvillage. Thissoil
issuitablefor crops, though not asgood as
regadi, the deep black soil typewhich is
availablein other partsof the Plateau. The
black soil type.is more fertile and crops
cansurviveinit for longer periodsbecause
it retains the moisture for a long period.
These soils are very hard when dry and
sticky when wet. These black soilsareone
of themost productive types of soil.

Fig. 4.2:
White Soil
with pebbles
and the near
by hills.
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Choudu and Garusu arethe other major
soil types. They constitute about 30% of
the land area of the village. Mostly, these
areuncultivable and mostly with pebbles.

Water resources — Tanks and
Ponds

Pedda cheruvu is the main tank in the
Dokur village. It getswater only when the
tank of Devarakadra isfilled, which is
around 5 km from.Dokur village. When
Pedda cheruvu of Dokur isfilled with that
water, it flows to other tanks like Chakali
Koyikunta, Vani Vampu and Badi and Vampu
whichare smaller tankscloseto thisplace.
What wehave, therefore, is likeanecklace
of pearls, thereisa’ chain of tanks'.

Thesetankswere excavated long ago so
that rain water could be stored in a
systematic manner so that it could be used
during the months after the monsoon is
over. With suchlow rainfal, peopledevised
thissystem of ‘achain of tanks' to capture
asmuch water asthey could. Thewater in
thesetanksal so recharged the surrounding
wells.

This system of ‘a chain of tanks' is
seen across Telangana. How isthe plateau
region suitable for building these
structures? Discussin the class.




Wellsand Borewedlls

Thevillage did have wellsthat were 40
to 60 feet deep but thewelIshave now dried
up. In aregion of low rainfall and no

~ percolationfrom thetanksin disuse, these

Fig.4.3:Tank with pool of water and weeds
growing in it Moreover, one side of the tank has
now even been encroached.

Venkat Reddy, anelderly farmer fromthe
village, recalls, “In the olden days, one
person from each farming family would
joininremoving st fromthetank, clearing
the weeds etc. They would together catch
the fish. The fish that were caught would
be placed as a heap in the centre of the
village and shared by everyone.”

The paddy crop is now dependent on
borewells dug downstream of thetank and
not onwater drawn fromtank. Traditionaly,
thetank water had irrigated nearly 400 acres
of land and most sections of people had
some access to this tank. Today, most of
the cultivated land depends on borewells.

¢ How didthechainof
tankswork earlier?

¢+ 'How did it help in
storing water, irri-
gation and recharge
of ground water?

¢+ Why do you think
that the system is
now in a disused
condition?

% DivesyontheEarth

' | wells aso have little water. People have

stopped digging wells.

Theground water tableisvery lowinthe
plateau region but now everyone wantsto
rely on borewells. Eventhough only afew
bore wells can be successful, there is stiff
competitionfor water. Over theyears, with
everyone digging for water, the depth of
bore wells has increased. From 100-150
feet earlier, water isnow availableafter 200
feet in some places and 500 feet in others.
Even thefarmerswith very small holdings
areforced to dig borewells. Digging bore
wellsisexpensive and risky aswe can see
from the exampl es below.

Mogilanna, a small farmer says that it
costs one lakh rupees to dig a bore well.
He dug four bore wells but only one came
into use. To make matters worse, water
from the bore-well is sufficient only to
cultivate one acre of land. Similarly, abig
farmer in the village, Narendar Reddy,
narrated that he dug 15 bore wellsfor his

well
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20 acre land but water is available in two
boresonly.

Bore wells are expensive and risky but
all thefarmers have shifted to this system.
Earlier thesmall farmershad better options
fromtheir wellsand share of ayacuttu land,
when the system of tankswasin use. Today,
only large farmers can take the risk and
benefit from access to the deep ground
water.

¢ Discuss the changes in irrigation
facilitiesinthisvillage?

¢ Comparetheirrigationfacilitiesin
aplainvillagewiththat of aplateau
village?

¢ Comparetheirrigation facilities of
thisvillagewithyour village?

Agricultureand Crops

The farmers of Dokur grow cotton,
ground nut, castor, paddy, bajra(sajjalu),
alasandalu(pigeon pea) and kandulu(red
gram). Earlier, peoplewould grow mainly
millets as food crops. Cotton is grown in
the Nallaregadi (black soils) fields. Ground
nut and castor aregrown inthefieldsof red

Declining ground water levels —
a widespread problem

Farmersall over the plateau region
have been digging more and more
borewellsin order to grow cash crops.
Asaresult, morewater is pumped out
than recharged by rains. Consequently,
every year thewater level inthewells
Isgoing down and the boresare going
dry after avery short use. Find out and
discuss the causes and possible
solutions.
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soils. Theareaunder groundnut farming has
decreased recently dueto thethreat of wild
pigs and in its place farmers now grow
castor. While Bajra (sgjjalu) is grown in
the white fields (chavudu nelalu loamy
soils), Red grams and alasandalu (pigeon
pea) are grown asintermittent crops, along
with other crops.

Paddy isgrown with the water of pedda
cheruvu and sampengavagu. Pits are dug
inthevagu(stream) and thewater is drawn
with motor pump. It the stream dries up,
the paddy crop al so gets destroyed.

Paddy and Groundnut are grown by
using borewellsfrom October to January
(rabi). Thefarmerssay that the paddy yield
from-an acre of land is about 20 to 30
quintals. Over the decades, the cost of
agriculture hasincreased duetoincreasing
prices of chemical fertilizers, pesticides
and the use of harvesters. The use of
traditional manure hasdrastically reduced.

¢ Can you identify the Kharif or
monsoon crops and the rabi crops
inthisvillage?

+ What aretherisksassociated with
growing groundnut as a crop?
Discussin the class.

Fruit orchards

Somefarmersof Dokur own mango and
orange orchards. These cropsrequireless
water than paddy and can be grown onthe
land previously used for ground nut
cultivation. They grow some groundnut as
anintermittent (in between the Trees) crop
during rabi season. Large farmersin this
area uses sprinklersfor irrigation.
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Other livalihoods

,_ Since farm employment is
B availableonly for six months, small
farmers & agricultural labourersare
migrating to cities and towns in
search of jobs. Besides Hyderabad,
they also migrate to cities in other
| stateslike Pune in Maharashtra and
Goaand returninJune. Since stable
he income from' agriculture is
Fig. 4.5: m ) orchard with drip irrigation  unpredictableinthisvillage, farmers
IsthelL and usein Dokur ‘sustainable ? undertake other activities, apart from
Environmentalists believe that we need farming tosustain their livelihood.,
to plan the use of our landsin such away Cattlerearing

that they remain productivefor generations
to come. For this, we need to practice A few farmers of Dokur rear cattle for

sustainableland use. Thisrequiresthat the milk. Milk is sold at co-operatives run by
soil fertility be maintained and the the government. The price of the milk is
groundwater remains recharged. Therer  decided depending on the fat content
should beaproper bdancebetw&nforeasy present in it. They get about 35 to 40

pasures and agricu|tura| land and soon. Rupeesfor each litre of milk. Most Often,
buffalos are reared for milk.

L 9

¢ How could soil fertility be

increased? About twenty families in Dokur, who

¢ |s it possible for farmers to have small land holdings, depend

collectively decide the cropping extensively on sheep rearing for their

pattern for their village? livelihood. During the rainy season, the

+ How would you sharethe produce sheep grazein the village common lands.

from pastureland and forests? A shepherd, Nagargju, said “Weaso allow
Different kind of farming

e that the soils of the areaare poor and that therainfall islessand uncertain.

IS means that the farmers have to resort to the use of chemical fertilisers and
borewellsto grow crops like groundnut every year. Thereisathird problem —that of
disease and insect-pests. In order to tackle them, the farmers use expensive pesticides.
Some farmers have recently been thinking of changing these practices. They felt that it
isimportant to improve soil quality by contour bunding and use of organic manure;
they grow diversefood cropsrather than only one cash crop like groundnut; they have
tried to repair and restore the old tanks and spring channelsto irrigate the lands; they
use organic pest control methods like neem solution.What do you and your parents
feel about these suggestions? Discuss them at home and in the class room.
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our sheep to graze in the fields of real
estate ventures surrounding thevillageand
the nearby hillsof Manyam Konda. Inthe
summer, we travel with the sheep to the
districts of Nalgondaand Kurnool for the
grazing. And our income is about a lakh
rupeesevery year’.

Other activities

Carpentry, metal work and rice milling
are some of the other non-farm agtivities
of Dokur. There are two families.in the
villagewho do thewood work. They prepare
the doors, windows and roof sheetsfor the
construction of houses. Nowadays, they use
electric machines for most work.
Prabhakarachari, acarpenter of thevillage,
said that he earns about Rs.3000/- per
month. There are two-three families of
blacksmiths in the village. They repair
agricultural implements and also do
weldingwork. Apart fromthis, thereisalso
aricemill.

Fig. 47,48 & 49:
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Fi. 4.6: Grazing Sheep o

At the same time, there are around 20
families who are in the professional
services or government employment.

: Thereare also somefamilieswho work as
8 driversor own vehicleswhich run astaxis.

Market and Transportation
Whilethe paddy produced inthevillage

A is sold in the agriculture market of

Devarakadra, the cotton is marketed in
Jadcherlaand M adanapuram (Wanaparthy
road). Thevillagehasitsown village kantas
(weighing machine).and many farmersuse
them as they believe the kantas in the
market are often incorrect. One of the
problem the farmers face is the arbitrary
decisions on prices by the traders. Many
farmers are dependent on loans from
tradersfor purchasing seeds, pesticidesand
fertilizers, hence have to accept the price
offered by them. Repeated crop failures
make the farmersindebted to thetradersas
they cannot returntheloansand there’ sarisk
of losingtheir land.

¢+ Why are farmers dependent on
traders? What kind of marketing
system would be fairer for
farmers? Discuss.

¢ In what ways could non-farm
activities be increased in the
village?

¢+ |stherean employment schemerun
by the government operating in
your village? Which families
benefit from this?

Identify and describe the work done by the following people.
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Village Settlement

There are about 570 families in this
village with about 3400 people as per 2011
census. Of these, about 350 families are
of various casteswho own most of theland
inthevillage. Theremaining 220 families
depend mostly upon wage labour eitherin
this village or nearby villages. Their
landholdingislessthan half acre each. All
of them are agricultural labourers. Aswe
saw earlier, they also migrate.

Out of the 350 families there are three
or four large farmers with about 30 acres
of land. Most other farmershave only about
half to five acres. Hence, most of the
cultivatorsare small farmers.

Inthe earlier days, roofs of the houses
were made of baked clay and walls with

mud. Wood was not used
much. The new houses use
steel, brick and concrete.
Stone and mud is easily
W% available from the nearby
S . quarries. The houses of the
poor are thatched or have tin
sheet roofs. Most houses in
the village have electricity
connection.

Earlier, the people of Dokur
depended onwellsfor drinking
water..Now a days, drinking
water issupplied through an overhead tank
which drawsits water from a bore pump.
Water issupplied through tapsonce every
two days. All houses have tap connections
that have been provided by the government

agency.
Roadsand M arkets

Thereareafew shopsinthevillagesuch
askiranashops, chicken centre, vegetable
shops, pan shop and so on. Busesply from
Mahabubnagar to Dokur village. A few
buses ply from Devarakadrato Wanaparthi
viaDokur whichislinked to NH-44. Most
of the villagers travel by shared Auto
rickshaws. Towardsthe north of thevillage,
there' sarailway station where threelocal
trains stop.
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Fig. 413 & 4.14 : Just in case you want to travel to Dokur these modes of transport WI|| help you

Keywords
Plateau Tank Groundwater Soil types Sheeprearing

I mprove your learning

1. Compare water availability in the borewells of the Krishna delta and the | EliiiE
plateaus. rel

2. Comparethe changesin cropping pattern of Dokur and Penamakuru. Sheis
3. Doyou think agriculture can be aprofitable professionin placeslike Dokur?
4. What difference would it maketo thevillage, if therainfall inthe region increased?
5. What non-agriculutural occupations aretherein your village? Get detail s about one such
occupation.
6. Write adescription inone linefor the words given below:
S.No. [tem In Dokur
1. Soil
2. Water
3. Crops
4, Markets
5. Occupations
7. Read the paragraph “ Environmentalists............. recognised” and writeyour opinion.
Project :

There are two types of land called Metta and Tari. Traditionally, pulses are grown on
Metta land without irrigation and paddy isgrown on Tari land withirrigation. If youlivein
avillage, find out about the type of soil inyour area. What words are used to describe the
land inyour village? How isthe soil? Make atable showing the following feature of soil —
water absorption (high/low), water retention (quick/slow), sand content (high/low), colour
of the soil from the above village. compare them with the type of soil inyour village.
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Penugolu -
A Village on the Hills

CHAPTER

Lok
R3A3Z4

In the previous two chapters, we studied about village life in“the Krishna
delta and on the Telangana plateau region. In this chapter, we»will study
village life in a very different region - the hills. You may have visited
some hills or you may be living on them. Can you 'describe a hill? What

do you find there? What kind of things do people ‘do there?

Eastern Ghats

Telangana Plateau is a part of the
Deccan Plateau, that is marked by the
Eastern Ghatson one corner. Eastern Ghats
are located on the eastern boarder of
Jayashankar district. The hill ranges in
Telangana are part of the Western Ghats.
|dentify the above regions in the district
map of Telangana. These hills further
spread to stateslike Chhattisgarh, Andhra
Pradesh and Odisha.
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| Fi. 5.1: HiIIsn Pgolu \illage

Most people living in the hills belong
todifferent tribal communities. Theseare:
Savara, KondaDora, Gadaba, Gond, Manne
Dora, Mukha Dora and Koya. These
indigenous people have their own unique
cultural heritage. Many of these
communities continue to depend on
collection of theforest produce & hunting
for their livelihood. Their knowledge about
the region, the forest and its produce is
really vast and deep. However, these
communitiesface many disruptionstoday
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Manchirial
District

e

Peddapalli

Karimnagar,
District

;

Warangal
Urban Distric

1.
Warangal Rural
District

Note: Map not to Scale

Penugolu Village

ged®® o

Chinna Kummari
~ | Lanka, Pedda
A Kummari Lanka in
the west. Locate
these hills on the

B@TA WATERFALL mw d:)ove
Wazeed s
4%% situated ~on the
% confluence of the

stream Nallandevi
i' Vagu (from

Nallagutta) that
flowsdownfromthe

A “Penugomvillage | North and joins the
® Towns .

~ - | Godavari. From
¥ Godavari River Wazew, wereached

Map 1: Location of Penugolu Village in Jayashankar. District

that are threatening their way of life. We
would discuss some of theseissuesin this
chapter.

Penugolu villagein Wazeed mandal lies
on hills that are on the banks of River
Godavari. (Seemap 1) Thecommunity that
live here are Koyas. Koyameansagood
personliving onthehills’. They spesk Koya
language and this community is spread out
on the hills'upto the adjoining states
surrounding them such as Odisha,
Chhattisgarh and Andhra Pradesh. At the
sametime, many Koyashave migrated away

fromthe hills and now live in Adilabad,

Karimnagar, Waranga and some parts
of East Godavari. They do not
anymore speak Koya language but
have adopted Telugu.
Thisvillageissurrounded by hills g
(guttalu) that have names like Karre §
guttaor Nallagutta- Chattisgarhinthe
North, Vankamamidi guttain the south,
Kalu Kuntala gutta in the east and
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Gummadi Doddi
village which is
located at thefoot of the hills. A path from
thisvillageled usupthehills. The path was
very steep, narrow and dlippery. We aso
saw the famous Bogatha water fall near
Cheekupalli ontheway. Aswe climbed the
hills, we saw thick forests and occasional
big patches of cleared land. These
clearances are the fields that lie scattered
acrossthe hills. These fields with red soil
were on the slopes and not very fertile.
Therewere plenty of stonesand pebbles. .
It is located 20 kilometers away from
mandal head quarter at Wazeedu.

Fig 52 Bogpine VTP
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Podu
Koyas grow crops using a distinct

technique called ‘Podu’. Podu is a

traditional practice of farming in hilly
regions. Thisiscalled” shifting agriculture”
or “Jhum cultivation”. It is also practiced
by tribes like Konda Reddy. This practice
of shifiting cultivation is also-done in
states like Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Arunachal Pradesh etc.

Each village has a specified areaor hill
that they can usefor farming. Within this
area, peopleclearapatch of forest and burn
it. Then, they grow cropson :
thesefieldsfor afew years.
After that, they leave that
patch of land and allow the
forest-to grow again.
Meanwhile, they move to
another site in that area
where they clear another
patch of forest land to grow
cropsfor afew years. This
way, their farms keep
shifting every few yearsand
they return to these plots
after many years.

% DivesyontheEath

| Fi 53 A feld n te forest

In the hills, it stops raining around
November. The Koyasthen usetheir axes
to clear patches of forest in the month of
December. They allow thelogs of wood to
liethere and dry on thefield
. for afew months. These are
thenburntinApril or May just
before it rains. When the
rainy season starts, the
| groundiscovered with ashes.
With the arrival of rain in
June, people dribble seeds
with the help of digging
sticks. This way, they sow
seeds of many cropstogether
by broadcast method —
spreading the seedson theground. They do
not use plough or hoe nor do they use any
fertiliser.

Oneof thereasonsfor not using plough
onthehill opesisthat thiswould loosen
the soil too much. Thiswould lead to easy
run off of thetop soil duringtherains. This
would makethefieldsinfertile. Itisthetop
soil that is most fertile of the field.
Farmerswant the ashes and dead |eavesto

SREE PR S
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Fig. 5.4: Dibbling seeds with a digging stick, a

photograph from 1940
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remain on theland and not get washed away.
The main crops of the area are Jowar
(jonnalu) maize (mokka jonna), tubers
(dumpalu), millets (samalu, korralu,
sode, adusulu); seasamum (nuvvulu),
pulseslikered gram (kandulu), green gram
(pesarlu); vegetableslike Brinja (vanga);
chillies (pachimirapa); gongura etc. They
grow mixed crops without any irrigation.
Thetotal produce normally providesthem
with enough food for about six months.

Since these fields are close to the
forests, they easlly attract animalsand birds
of theregion. The Koyas build mancheto
guard their fields until December.

We read earlier that farming isdoneon
aparticular plot of land for afew yearsand
in another one for the next few years. In
olden days, on an average, each family
cleared 2 to 2.5 acres of forest land. The
average yield of jowar per acre of
podu field is 250 kilograms. So, each
family harvested about 600 kilograms of
jowar apart from 150 to 250 kilograms of
small millets. Earlier, larger forest areas
wereavailableinthehills. But now, thearea
available for podu has decreased to about
one to one and half acres.
This has led to reduced
availability of food grains
for eachfamily. Atthesame . &
time, people are forced to FE
come back to the same plot &
of land earlier than before
because the forest area has
decreased. Therotation cycle
has also become smaller so
the soil isnot ableto recover
itsfertility as earlier.
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Fig. 5.5: itchenrd fence and thoses

¢ What are the reasons for the
reduction of podu area in recent
years?

+ Doyou know of any other method
of raising cropson slopes of hills?

¢ Inwhat way doestheashhelpinthe
growing of the crops?

¢ Do wild animals attack farms in
your areatoo?\What do people do
to protect the crops?

Vegetable garden in the back
yard

From a distance, we could notice that
thehousesin thisvillage had neat bamboo
fences around the backyard with leveled
land. Thiswas quite unlike the stony and
sloping agricultural fields. Thisback-yard
provided aspacefor asmall kitchen garden.
In this small plot, they planted a few
vegetables like beans, gourd, chilliesand
fenceshad climberslike pumpkin. At times
poultry was al so kept within these fences.
Some of them rear goats, sheep, cattleand

dogs.
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Minor Forest products

Whenwe spokewith peopleat thevillage
we realised that grain and vegetables
produced in the podu lands or their back
yard is insufficient for the families to
survive throughout the year. Hence,
collection of forest produce and hunting
plays avital role in their livelihood. The
forest is a great storehouse and, over
hundreds of years, the people have
identified all the various available edible
food and sources of medicine. The people
in this village depend upon the forest
throughout the year. Thetribal calendar is
marked by various seasons for various
ediblefruits, tubers, nuts, green leavesand
even for hunting small animals. For any
illnesses, either for humans or animals,
their-knowledge of the medicina plants
collected from the forest provides the
remedies.

Except for afew monthsduring and after
harvest, tribal women and children are
engaged in collection of edible forest
produce. Thetwo important forest products
that they collect are honey and bamboo
shoots. They collect honey from trees,
climbing themwiththehelp of asinglepole
ladder. Tender bamboo shootscalled ‘kari
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Fig.56: Taking cattle to graze

B kommulu’ are

collected from the
M tips of the bamboo
i bushes. The shoots
are cooked after the
I outer layers are
& removed. Thisis a
great delicacy.
= Another important
8 source of food for the

families is the juice

of palm tree,(thati
kallu) especialy in summers. All themem-
bers of afamily work together on the
fields, intheforest and in hunting. Men do
more work related to cattle rearing and
agriculture. Women and children attend to
gathering food from the forest and basket
wesaving.

Some of the forest products are aso
sold in the weekly market - Santha. For
example, Mahua seeds are a mgjor item
that they sell in the market. With the
money they earn by selling these products,
they purchase items of daily needs like
clothes and other requirements.

+ What forest products do you eat?
Makealist.

¢+ Have you collected any edible
thingsfrom theforest? If so share
your experiences.

Drinking water

There are many natural springs that
providedrinking water to the peopleinthis
village. Then, there are streams that flow
through the hillsand later join riverslike
Sabari or Godavari. Itishard to digwells
onthehillsbecause of therocks. Thewater
at the springs lasts throughout the year,
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though some of these natural
springs do dry up in summer.
Streams are seasonal and last for a
few months after the rains. For
peopleinthisvillage, thespringis N

at a distance of about 30 minutes p— %4

wak.
Bamboo

Asweknow, bambooisabundant &
intheforests. Apart fromitbeinga =
food source, bamboo is used to
build houses, fences etc. People
also make baskets, winnows,
chicken coopsetc. withit and sell themin
the santha.

Paper Millsaso havetheright to collect
bamboo from the forest. There are agents
who employ peopleinthevillageto cut and
supply bamboo for themills. This provides
some earning opportunities to-them.
Initially, thewageswerevery low but they
have increased slowly over the last few
years. These wage workers go collect for
bamboo after the cropping season. They
earn about 150 Rs. per day.

¢ How istheuseof bamboointribal
lifedifferent from that of the paper
mill?

Housesand habitation

We have seen that the houses in
Penugolu are mostly built of mud, bamboo
and thatch. There is a seperate space to
keep the animals and grow vegetablesin

Fig. 5.7: Ce;rrylng Water from the spring

and the total population is 124. These
settlements are not permanent. In case,
there isan epidemic or any other reason,
they can quickly abandon the settlement and
buildtheir houses el sewhere.

¢+ What similarities and differences
doyouthink, arethere between the
settlementsin plateaus and hills?

Cugtoms

Thetribal people in Penugolu worship
Gods of Nature. The festivals follow the
changesin the season. They worship stone
idol. They alsoworship Burra(round shaped
dried bottle gourd) and Thadu under the

Fig 5.8 : Hut made of bamboo and thatch

thekitchen garden around thehouse. There I“ > 2 W

are fences around the house to protect
these crops and animals. Each houseisat
alittle distance from the other.

Houses in Penugolu are at the top of
thehills. Therewere 32 familiesliving here
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tamarind tree. They call it
Muthyalamma. They
celebrate yellanampadam

(bhumi pooja), Kodathala e o

panduga (peddal apanduga),
Bhimini panduga (festival
of vippa poovu). They
celebrate  Kodathala
panduga in September in
whichthey offer vegetables
to their deity and then eat
them. All major activities
like sowing, harvest,
collection of fruits from
the forest etc. begin after these festivals.
During these festivals, all the members of
the tribe gather even if they areliving in
separate settlements.

TheFutureof Koyas

Eventhoughthehill tribesarevery few
in number, but they have been following a
pattern of life from ancient times. They
have aright to their way of life. They do
not disturb the environment as compared
to modern agriculture. The forests they
clear for agriculture are taken care of, so
they automatically regenerate after some
years. However, with limited forest land
available to them now, their way of lifeis
under constant threat. Due to constant
felling of trees and over exploitation of
bamboo by the paper millswhich need daily
supply of large quantities of bamboo, the
forests are getting depleted. In fact, for a
long time the livelihood of bridal people
has have been repeatedly threatened. The
forest officials try to stop the podu
cultivation.
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~ Fig5.9 : Gamanu - place of worship

+ We had discussed about the
sustainability of agricultureinthe
plateau village. Compare the
sustainability of livelihoods
practiced by the people of thethree
villages.

+ What stepscould betakento ensure
that the Koyas havearight to their
way of life?

Thetribal people possessvery intimate
knowledge of the fruits of the forest and
the forest environment. Considering the
fact that the needs of these people are few
and therichnessof theforestsin whichthey
liveisimmense, it would appear to be in
great harmony with nature. Should they not
havearight to do so?

School and other such facilities
availableinthevillagesarelimited. There
is just one school, Girijana Primary
School. The nearest high school as well
hospital are at Wazedu, the Mandal
headquarters, that is about 20 k.m. from
thelir village.
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Fig 5.10 : Path way Idi ng to Penugol village
Keywords
Podu Tribe Bamboo Kitchen garden Forest products

| mprove your learning

1. What arethevariouswaysinwhich theK oyas are dependent upon theforestsaround
them?

2. Listout variousmeansof livinginahill region.

Why do the Koyasmove from one hill to another for growing crops? 2

4. Comparethenature of the fieldsin the three villagesthat you studied and bring out
their similaritiesand differences.

5. Read the various sub-headingsin thelast three chapters. Fill thefollowing tablewith
information regarding various aspects of the three villages. (Add more rows if
necessary —write“noinformation” if you cannot find similar headings)

w

Sub headingsHeadings| Hill village | Plateau village Plainvillage

6. Your village/towniscurrently located in type of land form. Imaginethat
your villageislocated in adifferent type of land form and write about it.

Discussion: What will happen, if there are no trees? Discuss, its effect and our
responsibility.
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~rom Gathering Food
to Growing Food -

The Earliest People

Have you ever wondered how your family obtains the food you eat?
How is the food grown and what tools are used in this process? Who
invented these tools?

Can you imagine the life of people who did*net.grow any crops and
lived only by gathering what grew naturally,in their surroundings?

Look at the pictures given below to get anfidea of the lives of people
who lived thousands of years ago.

‘Z.'; (/4
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Fig. 6.1: Earliest people - life style
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+ |n the above figure, how are the
people gathering their food?

+ What types of clothes are they
wearing?

+ You will find five or six types of
tools and weapons in these
pictures. Can you identify them?

¢+ Look at Fig6.2. What have the
men and women brought from the
forests?

+ Describethework they are doing
inthe picture.

Gatheringfood and hunting

Thousands of years ago , people
sustained themselves by collecting fruits,
flowers, honey, wild grains and edible
tubersand rootsthat grew naturally in the
forests. They aso hunted for birds and
animalsfor their food. They did not grow
any crop or rear any animal.

¢ Canyoulistthefood itemsthat you
eat which are not grown but
collected fromthewild?How do you
preparethem for eating?

If you were sent to aforest, would you
be able to find edible food there? You
need to know what food isedible, whereit
growsandwhenitisavailable. Youmay adso
need to know how to eat it. Can it be eaten
raw? Doesit haveto be cooked or pounded
or ground with something else or soaked
inwater?

Even to hunt, the hunters need to know
the hunted animal very well. Where doesit
spend different parts of the day? Where
doesit et or drink water from?Inwhat way
Is it dangerous? What are the uses of its
parts? The earliest people, over many
generations, had learnt about al thesethings
and taught them to their children.
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¢ Canyouthink of thedifferencesand
similarities between thefood habits
of the earliest people and your own
food habits?

¢ Do you know that which type of
clothes were worn by the earliest
people?

Fig. 6.3: How stone tools were made:
One of the Techniques is shown here.

They were fixed to wooden or bone
handles that served as knives, arrows,
sickles etc. These weapons were used to
dig soil, chop treesfor bark, removethe
skin of animals, clean the skin, make
clothesfromtheskin, cut meat and bones,
chop fruitandrootsand hunt animalseasly.

\ (B)

Sonetools

Today we use machines, tractors and
toolsmadeof stedl. Theearliest peopleaso
used tools but these tools were made of
stones, bones or wood. Initially, large
stoneswere given sharp edges by chipping
themwith another stone. This tool enabled
them to cut flesh, dig the earth for tubers
and hunt animals. 5

After thousandsof years, they wereable
to make small, sharp pieces from hard
stone. They werecalled ‘ microliths'.

Fig. 6.8 (A), (B): Early Hand axe, Use of
microliths: stone sickle

(A) =

Fig. 6.4 (A), (B): Earliest tools which were Fig. 6.5: Tools made from stone flakes

largely excavated at Amarabad, excavated at Amarabad, Nagarkurnool
Nagarkurnool district district

Fig. 6.6: Blades chipped from stones
excavated in Yeleswaram, Nalgonda district
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Fig. 6.7: Microliths from
Ghanapur, Adilabad district
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These stone tools of the early people
have survived to thisday and we canlearn
more about the lives of these people by
studying their toolsand thelocations where

¢ Canyou guessthereasonsfor early
peopl €' scontinual movement from
one placeto another?

they werefound. o What will happen if a group
finishesall thefruitsor animals

+ For what purposes are stones used of an area?

by peopletoday? ) )

o Do animals stay_ in the same
Fire place or do they keep moving?
Thediscovery of fireby theearly people o Will water be available in the
brought great changes in their lives. same place throughout theyear?
PrObany they made fire by striki ng two ¢ Even today many peop|e migra[e
stones or rubbing woodsticks. Fire enabled from one-place to another. What

them to eat roasted meat. This was the

o things do they carry with them
beginning of cooked food. They also used

) edtoc : while shifting?
fire to keep off wild animals and to light | _
the caves. Wood was often heated on fire * When the earliest people were
to harden it for use. . migrating, what might they have

y carried with them?
¢ Today, what dowe usefirefor?

+ Try to make fire by striking two
flint stones near cotton or dry
leavesto get afed of earliest men's
life.

+ Why are people in present times
are not leading a nomadic life?
Why do they build housesandlive
in the same place?

Nomadiclife

The earliest
peopleusedtolivein
small groups in the
caves or under trees
or rocks. They did
not build houses.
Actualy, they led a
mobile life, const-
antly moving from
one placeto another.
People who regul-
arly movefrom place
to place are called
“Nomads’. Fig.6.9: Cave painting in Pandavulagutta (Regonda, Jayashankar District)
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Paintings number of microlithsand alarge number

Theearly peopledrew picturesof animas of paintings. These paintings are found
and hunting scenes on the walls of many on the walls of rock shelters of
cavesand rock shelters. Different coloured Pandavulaguttanear Tirumalagiri village
stoneswere ground and mixed with animal inWarangal district. It hasput Telangana
fat. Pictureswerethen painted onrockswith State in the map of Rock art sit
bamboo brushes. Perhaps, drawing pictures world. It is a unique site has
likethese had somerdligiousimportancefor paintings from pre-hist es to
them. Kakatiyasand Padm iod that

_ _ isfrom about housand yearsago
+ Do peopleinyour community draw to about five hundred years ago.
pictures or designs as a part of .
¢ L e picture 6.9 of

festivalsand religiousrituals? )

ntings on the rock shelter in
%ulagutta What do you

SoneAgesitesof Telangana

The Pre-historic people from early
stone age times lived in different par
of the state. We have found stone
made by theminamost al th ict
of the state. Some of these places 2
Ekkalain Jayashankar district, Amarabad
in Nagarkurnool district, eswaramin
Nalgonda distri amagundam, in

Manjeerav Sangareddy district,
Cherl radri district. '
P N
¢ Find out from your teacher about
such sites in your own district
and visit those places. Look for

stonetoolsinthe museumin a
nearby town.

Microlithic and Rock Art Sites:

The prehistori le living in - e
© prefisionc peop.e 5 g. 6.10: Rock shelter at Neeladri hills
Telangana have left behind a large  Ramchandrapuram, Penuballi Mandal, Khammam
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see? Describe the pictures carefully. Can you seethat some of the picturesare
painted on an earlier paintings. Why do you think they painted on old paintings?

+ What isthe colour of the paintings? Can you find out what materialsthey may
have used for making these paintings—the colours and brushes?

+ Look at the map given below to identify therock art sitesin your district:

The Rock art paintings consist of hunting, fighting scenes, honey collection, dancing,
music etc . The animals depicted in Rock painting are bison, buffalo, antel ope, deer,
elephant, wild goat, tiger, crocodile, scorpion, porcupine, crab, frog, crawlinginsects,
fish, tortoise, lizard, monkey, bear and dog. The paintingsalsodepict hirdslike eagle,
vulture, crane, peacock, crow, beehives, butterfly. Thereare also geometric signsand

human figures. Weapons such as bow, arrow, sword and lances are also seen in the
paintings.

: Ma/;
Shiy.
! Q

Important Rock Art Sites in Telangana State

©
=
3
g
S
Rock Art Site
X A
I:I Districts Boundary
120 160 .
State Outline
e e lometers l:l

Map 1. Important Rock Art Sites in Telangana
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Hunter —gatherersin our times

Even now, several groups of people
sustain themsalves by hunting and gathering
food in different parts of theworld. In our
date, the Yanadisand Chenchus, livedinthis
manner till very recently. Scholars have
tried to live among them and understand
their lives. From many such studies done
all over theworld, historianstry toimagine
thelivesof peoplewho lived intheforests
thousands of years ago.

Fig. 6.11 a,b,c: Chenchu hunter gatherer
during 1930’s

@

Fig. 6.11

. ProducionBxchngeand iveinoods

Fig. 6.11(c)
Sharedliving

We read earlier that the early people
livedinsmall groupsandled anomadiclife.
It appears that both women and men
participated in hunting and food gathering.
Women and children were more active in
food gathering and hunting of small
animals. Hunting large animals may have
taken many daysof tracking theanimalsto
distant places — this was probably done
mostly by men.

Hunter-gatherers shared the food they
collected with all the members of the
group. There wasn’t much scope for
storage of food as the food consisted
mainly of perishable thingslike mest, fish,
fruits, leaves, tubers and small quantities
of wild grainsand pulses. Thefood we eat
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today does not perish so quickly. We also
havejarsandtinsto storethem for months.
But, the earliest people did not store the
food, as it would be difficult to carry it
around asthey migrated from placeto place.

Since they shared al the food and had
free access to the resources of the forests,
hunter-gatherers did not have any rich or
poor classes among them. They were all
equal and treated each other equally. They
also took all the important decisions by
discussing them together.

Even though they hunted for wild
animals, hunter-gatherers had a great
respect and regard for the forests, plants,
trees, animals, riversand hills. They often
worshipped them so that they may get

Fig. 6.12: Offering thanks to a hunted deer

We can now imagine the life of early
peoplewho hunted and gathered food inthe
forests.

+ Why couldn’t the early people store
food for along time?

¢ Doyouthink it would have created
problemsif the hunter-gatherersdid
not share their food?

+ Why were there no poor people
among them?

¢ Doyoufind any similarity between
thanking the killed animal by the
earliest people and worshiping the
harvest by thefarmersnow-a-days?

From gatheringto growingfood

For thousands of years; human beings
lived by hunting and gathering. They started
growing cropsonly about 12,000 years ago.
Why did they change their life style? Let
usfind out.

Around 12,000 years ago, there were
major changesin the climate of theworld,
asit increasingly became warm. It led to
great changein natural vegetation aslarge
tracts of forests turned into grasslands.
These grasslands provided fodder for
grazing animalslike cattle, sheep and goats.
They also had grainsthat could be eaten by
human beings. As the early people began
to come in contact with these grasslands
and animals, they gradually tried to control
them. Thisiscalled domestication of plants
andanimals. Let usseewhat thismeant and
what it led to.

L ear ningto grow crops
and tend animals

Men, women and children probably
observed the places where edible plants
werefound, how new plants sprouted from
seeds etc. Perhaps they started looking
after the plants— protecting them from birds
and animal s so that they could grow and the
seeds could ripen. Many people who lived
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ingrasdandswhereediblegrainsgrew began
to rely more on these grains for their food
and took to growing them. In this way,
different groupsof peopleindifferent parts
of theworld becamefarmers.

Different people in different places
learnt to grow paddy, wheat, barley, pulses,
millets, tubersand vegetables. When people
came into contact, with each other they
learnt from each other how to grow and use
different kinds of crops and vegetables.

Similarly, people may have allowed
gentle animals to come near their camps
and eat grassand other |eftover food. They
may a so have protected theseanimal sfrom
other wild animals. In the process the
herders got plenty of benefitslike regular
supply of meat, animal skinand milk. Later
they started using oxen and donkeys for
carrying loads and ploughing thefields.

Domestication

People usually select those plants and
animals that give good yields and but are
not prone to disease. Seeds of such crops
are selected and used for sowinginthe next
season and only animals of selected types
are allowed to breed. Thus, plants and
animalstended by people became different
from.the wild ones. When people sow
selected the crops and protect them till they
bear fruit or when they allow selected
animalsto breed and protect them for their
own useg, it is called domestication.

Inthisway, over hundredsof years, people
reared and propagated plants and animals
beneficia to them in some specia ways.

52 Production Exchange and Livelihoods

+ Do farmers  still use
domestication method to select
better seedsfor the next year?

+ How do you think people protect
the crops they select to sow?

+ How do people protect theanimals
they want to breed?

Of course, not all people took to
growing crops or rearing animals. Many
peopl e continued to hunt and gather inthe
forests. And again, not all people practised
agricultureinthe sameway. Initially, many
people practised shifting agriculture like
the “ Podu”. (you read about it in chapter
5) and also combined alittle hunting and
gathering from the forests along with
growing crops.

Some of them realised that the fertility
of thesoil could be maintained by tillingand
using manure. When they began using the
plough and anima manure, they did not have
to go in search of new fertile lands every
few years. Thisa so meant that they had to
combinefarming with rearing animal sthat
were needed for ploughing, transportation,
manuring the soil and other purposes.

Settled life

When people began growing plants, they
had to stay inthe sameplacefor alongtime
to look after the plants - watering, weeding,
driving away animalsand birdstill thegrain
ripened. At the harvest time, they got so
much grain that they could not eat it al at
once. It had to be stored for long periods -
about sx monthsto oneyear. All thismeant
that peoplehad to stay inoneplaceand build
housesto store the grain.
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Fig. 6.13: An old pot: What do you
think could have been stored in this pot?

When staying in one place became
inevitable, they constructed huts of stone,
wood, mud and dried grass. Vessels were
neededto cook grain and storewater, milk,
etc. It led to themaking of potsof different
kinds. They also started painting and
decorating the pots to make them look
better. Cooking also required stoves and
stones for grinding corn etc. When
archeologistsdug up theplaceswhere early
farmerslived they usually found remains
of huts, pots, stoves, microliths and
grinding stones. In some places, they also
found some roasted grain.

Fig. 6.14: Archaeologists have found
remains of food preserved 12,000 years ago

The early farmers needed to clear the
forests by cutting treesand branches. They
created a new kind of stone tool whichis
called neolith.

Theearly farmers selected theright kind
of stonewhichwasground on therocksto
giveit anaxelike edge. Thisaxe head was
then fixed to awooden handle and used to
Cut trees etc. By growing crops with the
new tools, the early peoplebegan aprocess
which changed @most all the aspects of
their livesinafundamental manner. This
period ~of early
agriculture is called
Neolithic  Period,
named after the new
tool ‘neolith’.

Fig. 6.15: Axe head fixed
to a wood, excavated at
Amarabad, Nagarkurnool

grinding stones excavated in Serupalli,
Mahaboobnagar Dist,

Source: T.S. Sate Archeological Museum,
Hyderabad

FreeDistribution by Govt. of Telangana2021-22 | From Gathering Food to Growing Food - The Earliest People 53



¢ How doyouthink theearly people
stored grains?

¢ Why do people who grow crops
haveto stay inthe sameplacefor a
long time?

+ Imagineand draw the hutsused by
the earliest people. How arethey
different from your homes?

We find the earliest evidence of
cultivation of cropsfrom Baluchistan about
10,000 years ago. In India, there are
evidences in Kashmir from around 5000
years ago and Bihar some four or five
thousand yearsago.

The earliest evidence of domestication
in the Deccan comes from the border of
Telangana, AndhraPradesh and Karnataka.
In these states, large mounds of ash were
found in anumber of places.

Archaeol ogists believethat around five
thousand yearsago, hunters of these areas
begantorear cattle. The cattle were pegged
in specia placeswhere alot of cow dung

probably set onfireonfestival dayscausing
theash mounds. Such ash moundsarefound
in Nagarkurnool in our state and Kurnool
and Ananthapur inA.P. Alongwith cow dung
ash, nealithic stone axes, stone bladesand
rudimentary handmade pots were also
found. After afew thousand years, many of
these peopl e al so started cultivating crops
and settling downinvillages.

Neolithic Periodin Telangana

Number of Neolithic sites have been
found inWarangal Rural, Warangal Urban,
Janagaon, Jayashankar, Siddipet,
Nagarkurnool, Mahabubnagar, Karimnagar
and Adilabad Districts and ground stone
tools have been collected.

The excavations at Polakonda in
Warangal district have brought to light a
hearth of burnt clay along with large
number of microliths, handmade pots and
jarsfor storing grain. People seemto have
lived here about three thousand three

was accumulated and dried. They were hundred years ago.
Keywords
Hunter gatherer Stone tools Microliths
Nomads Sharedliving Domestication
Herders Settled life Neolithic
Archaeol ogist Podu agriculture
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I mprove your learning

1.  Why doyou think did the earliest people not wear cotton and woollen
clothes?

2. What toolswould you usetoday for cutting fruits? What would you do
If these tools were not avail able?

3.  Compare the tools used by the earliest people with those of modern
times.

4.  Why didtheearliest peopletravel from placeto place? In what waysarethey similar
to/ different from the reasonsfor our travel today?

5. Locatethefollowing Rock Art sitesinthe map of Telangana:
A. Asfabad B. Pandavulagutta C. Kokapet
D. Durgam E. Regonda F. Ramachandrapuram

6. Ligstthreewaysinwhichthelivesof farmersand herdersinpresent day are different from
that of the Neolithic people?

7.  Preparealist of domesticated animal sand agricultural products of the earliest people
and write afew lines about each of them.

8. If therewasno stove and no grinding stone, how would it affect our food?

9. Writefive questionsthat youwouldlike to ask an archaeol ogist to know about the
present excavations.

10. Therearemany thingsin the picture given below. Which of them did not belong to
the hunter-gatherers ? Which things belong to both the hunter-gatherers and the
farmers? Put different signsto distinguish them.

h S SensY =
- - e

animals?

12. Readtheparagraph under theheading‘Nomadiclife’' on pageno. 47 and comment onit.
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Activity:

Solvethe crossword puzzle using the clues given bel ow.

N\

o
-
=
.
[
o\
=

Across:

1. Thesewere the shelters of the earliest people (5).

2. These peopleregularly move from one place to another (6).

3. Shiftingagriculture (4).

4. A new kind of stonetool developed by the earliest people (7).

5. Thiswas also used by the earliest people to make their tools (4).
Down:

1. These people are called hunter-gatherersin our times (8).

2. A small piece madefrom ahard stone (9).

3. Theseanimalswereusedto carry heavy loadsand plough fields (7).

4. The earliest people collected thisto eat (5).

5. Fleshof animalswasroasted withthis(4).

Project:

Find out if there are any rock painting sites near your place and visit them with your
class. Write areport on it and present in your class.

5 protion ExchangoandLivlonds Sosd sudes



Agriculturein
Our Times

CHAPTER

It is groundnut harvesting season in Venkatapuram. Farmerns sow
groundnut seeds in the last week of November and harvest them in
February. On our way to the main village, we found Rama, /akshmamma
and Padma, three women labourers, having breakfasttinia groundnut

fields. We talked to them about their work.

Venkatapuram -Agricultural
labour ersin groundnut fields

“ Squatting on the floor in fields for long
hours bearing the scorching sun and
plucking groundnuts is not an easy job.
Ravi, our employer pays us on the basis of
thequantity of groundnut we pluck: \\e have
to be fadt, otherwise, we will not get even
100-150 rupees for the whole day’s
work.” Lakshmamma said.

Fig. 7.1: Groundnut harvesting
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“ All of you must be very busy these
days?’ we asked.

“Yes,but we get such work only for afew
weeksin a year. Sometimes, we get work
in-government schemes. We don’t get
enough work , so oftenwe sit idle in our
houses.” Padmasaid.

“Even in government schemes, we get
employment only for a few weeks in the
entireyear,” Ramasaid.

Lakshmammasaid,
“We don't know why
the prices of essential
food items,
vegetables, clothes
and stationery for our
school going children
rise fast but not our
wages.”

Normally, women
workers earn about
Rs.100-130 per day,

2 whereas men workers
~  get Rs. 200-250 per
day. Inthegovernment
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employment scheme, men as well as
women get about Rs.150 per day. In non-
agricultural activities such asloading and
unloading of sand or bricks and
construction works, they get alittle more
— Rs. 300 for men and Rs. 180-200 for
women. But suchwork isscarce.

“Where do we get non-agricultural
employment here? It is also not easy to
suddenly become a construction worker.
We have to go to towns and cities for
that.” Padmasaid.

“Some farmers in our neighbouring
villages cultivate flowers and grapes.
Only those who go regularly and who
have learnt the work get employment
there. How can we suddenly learn to do
such tasks that too for a few days of work
in a year? They also don’'t allow young
children there. How can | leave my
children behind?” Lakmammaadded.

“We like to work for the government
schemes as they do not require any
special skills,” Ramasaid.

Poor labourerslike Rama, Lakshmamma
and Padma face a lot of challengesin
earning income to runtheir families. The
women also spend a lot of time on their
household work such as getting their
childrenready for school, preparing food
and getting water and firewood.

Nearly two-fifths of all rural families
are mainly agricultural labourers in
Telangana. Of these, hardly afew havesmall
plots of land and the rest are landless.
Although earnings are higher in non-
agricultural jobs, they are scarce in rural
areas. That is why many families in
Venkatapuram have migrated to townsand
cities.
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(e What kind of work do labourersfind

in Venkatapuram to meet their
expenses?

¢ What arethedifferent waysinwhich
the labourers meet the expenses of
thefamily over theyear?

¢ Comparethe wages for women and
men in different contexts. Why do
you think this difference exists?

o

Small farmersin
Venkatapuram

Onseaingustakingtotheworkers, Ravi,
their employer cameover totalk to us. Ravi
employsonly one or two men workers and
several women workers for harvesting
groundnut. Men workers are generally
engaged to uprooting groundnut plant,
gathering bundlesand carrying the bundles
to aplace. Women are engaged in plucking
groundnut podsfromtheplant.

“| employ labourersonly for harvesting.
| generally get other works done with my
family members or take the help of other
neighbouring farmers,” Ravi said.

Ravi’s daughter was also plucking
groundnuts. Ravi did not send her to college
in the nearby town as he was not able to
pay the fees and other expenses. So, she
worksinthefields now.

Ravi has4 acresof land with aborewell.
Earlier, heusedto get water fromthevillage
tank. Now-a-days, water doesnot reach his
fields. About 5 years back, he borrowed
Rs. 75,000 and dug aborewell. For thefirst
2-3 years, he cultivated two crops a year.
Sincelast year, water from the borewell is
not sufficient to cultivate even onecropin
ayear.
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“I borrowed money from a broker in
our village to buy seeds and fertilizers.
To pay him back, | have to sell these
groundnuts to him at a lower price than
the market price. He has already
telephoned me for the produce.”

“Why don’t you take loans from
banks?” we asked.

“Banks are reluctant to lend to us,
especially when we need it desperately.
Most of the time, we depend on brokers
or moneylenders.”

Farmers like Ravi need to borrow
money to buy inputslike seeds, fertilizers
and pesticides. If thequality of seedsisnot
good or if they apply fertilizer improperly
or if pests attack their crop, their yield will
below. Then, they will beunableto pay back
their loans. Since they borrow mostly from
money lendersand brokersand havetosdll a
alower pre-fixed prices, their harvest does
not get good returns, and for the family to
survive, they haveto borrow more money.

Fig: 7.2 Fertilizers used by farmer
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Soon, the loan becomes so large that they
areunabletorepay it. Moreover, to add to
their misery, sometimes there is a crop
failure, due to one or the other reason,
Consquently, thereisacutedistressinfarmers.
In recent years, the distress of small
farmers has been on the increase but they
areunableto find away out.

Contract farming

Some farmers have tried to get rid of
this problem by entering into a contract
with companiesfor production and supply
of some special crops. Although not
widespread, in some parts of Telangana,
some compani es have made contractswith
farmersto cultivate cropssuch aspamoail,
paddy, amla, maize, groundnut, soybean,
cotton, chilli and cucumber. In contract
farming, companies advise farmers to
follow specific farming practicesand also
provide financial support. They buy the
harvest at pre-determined prices and pay
thefarmersafter deducting theinput costs.
The companies use the produce as a raw
material for making their own products
(like chips or tomato sauce or medicine)
or export them directly to other countries.

Many farmers  welcome this
arrangement as they get advances for the
crop inputs and are assured of the prices.
However, they haveto bear therisk of poor
harvest. In case the harvest is not of the
quality desired by the company, it may
refuse to buy the crop leaving thefarmers
introuble. In order to get high yield under
contract farming, farmers use chemical
fertilizers extensively and exploit
groundwater resources. Thismay reduce
the groundwater level further and
deteriorate the soil quality. Often small
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farmers use the best lands earmarked for
their own food production for contract
farming—thusharming the security of their
own food.

~
¢+ Why do small farmers employ

labourersduring harvest time?

+ Are small farmers able to meet
their household needs through
farming?

¢ Why do small farmers and
labourers prefer wages in cash

rather thanin kind?
_ Y,

Small far mer-cum labourersin
Venkatapuram

Wefound atiled housein front of which
therewasatractor with loads of harvested
groundnut plants. We talked to the farmer
living inthe house. HisnameisRamu. He
isalso asmall farmer like Ravi.

“If you wish to know about farming,
you should go to a big farmer,” he said.

“You have a tractor in front of your
house and we thought of discussing about
farming with you,” we said.

“Oh! It is not mine. | work for
MVijayakumar, a big farmer in this village.
He supplies water to my fields and |
borrow money from himwhenever | need.”

Ramu owns two acres of land which
dependsuponthevillagetank for irrigation.
However, afew big farmersdivert tank water
to their fields and do not bother whether
Ramu’slandisirrigated or not. Four years
ago, Ramu dug borewell by borrowing
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money from Vijayakumar. No water was
found even after digging upto 500 feet.
Ramu had to stop dreaming of getting
borewell water for hisfields. Now, he has
to pay back theloan. He cultivateshisland
only during theKharif seasonwiththe help
of hisfamily members. Like Ravi, he too
employsafew workersonly-at the time of
harvest.

Since the income from hisfieldsis not
sufficient to run hisfamily for more than
three months in.a year, he works on
Vijayakumar’sfields. Vijayakumar provides
water for Ramu’s paddy fields. In return,
he has to irrigate his employer’s large
paddy and sugarcanefieldsand do whatever
task is assigned to him. Since Ramu can
drive, he also works as atractor driver for
ploughing thefieldsand transporting paddy
and other thingsto the market.

Small farmersof Telangana

Four out of five farmersin Telangana
arelikeRavi and Ramu. They ownvery little
land and havepoor irrigationfacilities. They
arein great need of loansand they haveto
approach banks or rich peasants, money
lendersor brokersfor this. They areforced
to sell their produce at lower prices. To
make ends meet, they have to work as
labourersin other’sfields.

4 ™)
¢ Why isit not possiblefor Ramuto

grow two or three crops ayear?

+ How are small farmers dependent
on big farmers? Give examples
from Ramu’scase.

J
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4 )
¢ Why do you think are small

farmers unable to borrow money
easily from the banks?

+ What similarities and differences
doyoufindinthecondition of Ravi

and Ramu?
U J

Conversation with abig farmer

Ramu took us to his employer
Vijayakumar. Vijayakumar’s house had a
big compound wall ingdewhich wefound
apaddy harvester, athresher and atractor-
trailer. Labourers were unloading the
harvested groundnut plants and about
10-15 women were plucking thepodsina
tiled shed. Vijaykumar told usthat thisyear,
he has got agood harvest of groundnut.

“When are you going to sell it?”

“Not now. | will sell it after drying it
for a fewweeks.” Vijayakumar said.

Vijayakumar has a large ‘kallam’ or
threshing floor which is used to dry the
harvest. He has agodown-like large shed
to keep paddy, fertilizer bags and other
farming equi pment.

“Snce the fresh groundnut. sdlls at a
low price, | usually dry it and sell it after
a few months. Traders generally pay a
higher price for dried groundnut.”
Vijayakumar said.

Vijayakumar has 25 acres of land with
threeborewells. Hispaddy fieldsareinthe
command area of the village tank. He
borrowed Rs. 25 lakhs from a bank to buy
the harvester and thresher. Hehiresthem out
to other farmers. Many farmers in

[

|
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Fig. 7.3 Vijaykumar’s House
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Venkatapuram and the surroundingvillages
use these equipments. With all this
additional income, Vijayakumar isableto
buy more farm machines, borewels and
lease in more lands from other small
farmers. Vijayakumar gets some more
income from selling the milk of more
than 20 of his murrah buffaloes. Headso
has afertiliser shopinthevillage. Sncehe
lendsmoney tofarmersand other |abourers,
these labourers work regularly on his
fields. Vijayakumar has another house
in the nearby town in which hiswife and
childrenlive.

Listening to our talk, Vijaykumar’s 75
year old father came out and joined us in
the discussion.

He said, “I don’t think farming is
something worth talking about these
days. Earlier ,we used only small amounts
of fertilizer and pesticides. Though the
yield was low, groundwater level was
always stable. | do not remember any crop
failure in my fields. Now, we use heavy
doses of fertilizers and pesticides and
use our tractor to plough our lands. We
are also using our own harvester and

Fig. 7.4: Cotton Field

62  Production Exchange and Livelihoods

thresher. Yet, theyields don't increase.
Many of our neighbours suffered from
crop failures.”

r e e )
+ HowisVijayakumar abletowait for
higher prices while small farmers

haveto sell it at low pric
¢ List the agriculture equi
owned by Vijayaku ind

of farmers c e such
implements?

+ List al the so of income of
Vijay

itwasinthe past? Give
\ yOur reasons.
v S J

Agriculturein Telangana

Over theyears, agriculturein Telangana
has changed. Even though paddy continues
to be the main crop, other food cropslike
ragi, jowar and maize have declined and
have been replaced by cash crops like
cotton, sugarcane, groundnut, turmeric,
chillies, etc. All these crops need
investment in the form of seeds, water,
fertilisers, pesticides etc. for which the
farmershaveto takeloans.

A few decades ago, most
of thefarmersdepended upon
* tanks and canals to irrigate
= their lands. Now, more than
=% half of thelandin Telangana

B depends on borewells. This
== hasresulted in the depletion
@ of ground water levels and
§ increased dependence on
rainfall.

All this has made small
farmers vulnerable to crop
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failures. Consequently, they are unable to repay their loans. Many of them are forced to
sell their lands and migrate to townsaslabourers. Today four out of five small farmersare
facing these adverse conditions.

Ontheother hand, big farmersbenefit from the new equi pmentsand the growing market for
agricutural produce. They havenow diversified their investments into setting up dairy farms,
poultry farms, shops, schools, moneylending , etc.

Agricultura labourers are not getting enough work and their wages are. not rising.
Government employment schemes providerdief only for afew daysinayear, sothey are
migrating to other villagesor urban aregs.

Keywords
Agricultura Labourers Small Farmers Migration
Money lenders Contract farming Kharif
Cashcrops Pesticide

| mprove your learning

1 How canthe Government help thefarmersinVenkatapuram and prevent migration?

|-.|||".'-
it
2. Fillinthefollowing table s
Per son Wagesduring Wagesduring | Wagesinnon- | Wagespaidin
nor mal season harvesting agriculture gover nment
season works schemes
Men
Women

3. Comparethe condition of abigfarmer of your villagewith that of Vijayakumar in
Venkatapuram.

4.  Who took abank loan in Venkatapuram? What was the reason for taking a bank
loan?

5. How do banks and moneylenders give loansto farmers? Do you think borrowing
from moneylendersis profitable? What are the alternative sources?

6. How do you think the conditions of farmers can beimproved?
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7. Comparethreefarmersin Venkatapuram and furnish details.

0o Subject

Ravi

Ramu

Vijaykumar

Size of land (in acres)

Source of Irrigation

Agricultural toolsand implements

Use of fertilizers

Manner of selling groundnut

ola|r|lw|(N]|k | =

Other works

8. Collect newsitemson problemsfaced by small andmargina farmersand the measures
taken by government to solvetheir problem

0. Now adays, al thefarmersprefer cashcropstothefood crops. What problemsdoesthis

lead to?

10. Readabout“ contract farming” onpage59 and comment onit.

11.  Onthemapof India, point out theregionswheregroundnut isgrown. Tekethehelp of the

alas.

Project :

1. Interviewasmall farmer and a big farmer with the help of your teacher. Find out
about the condition of their farming practices — how many acres they cultivate,
what they grow, how they sell it, what problems do they face etc. Compare these
detailswith what wefound in Venkatapuram.

2. Incaseyour school isinabig city, preparealist of occupationsof familiesinyour
street or in your colony. Classify them into three groups. self-employed, casual
labourers and regular salaried employees. Discussthe detailsin your class.
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CHAPTER

NSCBN?

Part-A

Trade In Agricultural

Produce

Every day, all of us consume rice, millet, pulses, vegetables, fruits,
milk, sugar, tea, coffee etc. Most of them are mainly, preduced by
farmers in villages and they reach us in different ways. Can you make a
list of all the food items we consume as a day to day basis by filling the
following table? Also think of where we get all these*things from.

S.No.| Categories ltems

From where do we get them

Food grains

Pulses

Oil

Spices

Vegetables

Fruits

Sugar

I IN|o (O, NP

Teal coffee

People get agricultural products from
street vendors, santhas and small shops.
Inrecent times, farmers are selling their
fruitsand vegetablesin Rythu Bazaars. In
thischapter, wewill learn about how some
of these function.

Selling vegetableson streets

Gouri is a small vegetable vendor
residing in Sripuram village. She buys
seasonal vegetables from the wholesale
vegetable market in a nearby town and
sells them on streets carrying the
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vegetables in a basket on her head. She
goes from door to door and asks people
whether they need any vegetables. In the
village, two-three other women also sell
vegetables in this way.

Every day, Gouri starts from her
village at about 4 a.m. She goes to the
town to buy vegetables from the
wholesale market. She goes and comes
back by bus and spends Rs.25 on
transport everyday. She generally keeps
all the vegetables in her house and takes
out one basket load at a time. Once the
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Fig. 8.1: Gouri carrying vegeta les
basket on her head

vegetables are sold, she goes home to
refill the basket and resumes her selling.
In between, she also cooks, feeds her
children and attends to other household
work. On some days, she is too tired or
sick to do this tough job and has to rest
at home.

What price does she charge from her
customers? For example, if she buys 10
kilograms of tomato for Rs.100, she sells
it at Rs.15 per kilo. But, she can't sell all
the tomatoes at Rs. 15 per kilo. If the
tomatoes are over-ripe, she has to sell
themat Rs.10 or even at Rs.5 per kilo to
avoid spoilage. In the morning, she sold
the tomatoes at Rs. 15 a kilo and by the
evening we found her selling them at
Rs.8-9 per kilo. On the whole, she earns
only Rs.100-150 in a day, which is not
sufficient to meet her family’s needs.

¢ Do you think she can increase her
income by raising the price of
tomatoesto Rs. 20 per kilo?
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Gouri keeps some of her incomefor the
next day’s purchase. Otherwise, she
would to borrow from a moneylender or
a self help group or a wholesale
merchant. They never refuse to lend
money to her but are very strict in their
terms and conditions. If she borrows
Rs.500 froma moneylender, he give her
only Rs.450 and she has to-pay back
Rs.500 on the next day..She will have a
serious problem if sheis not able to sell
the vegetables on the same day as they
go bad fast and fetch very little money.

Gouri“isjust one of the thousands of
vegetable vendorsof Telangana. Intowns,
many vendors have a permanent place —
hired either from the municipality or from
private shop owners. Some also sell
vegetableson the pavements, payingasmal
amount to the panchayat or themunicipdity.

Vendorslike Gouri lead avery difficult
lifeand arechronically in debt. Sincethey
borrow from moneylenders (generally
banks do not lend money to these small
traders), a considerable part of their
earnings goes towards paying interest or
vaddi. Secondly, they do not have any
facilities to preserve the unsold
vegetables. In contrast to this, big traders
have cold storage facilities and godowns.
They can also borrow money from banks
at low rates of interest. Thus, they earn
more and becomericher whereasthe small
traders become poorer.

e

+ What arethetermsand conditions )

of moneylenders for lending
money?

¢+ Why do you think banks lend
money only to big traders with
permanent shops?

J
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¢+ How can the government help
vendorslike Gouri?

Weekly Market (Santha)

Do you know about markets held once
in aweek in different localities of atown
or indifferent small towns? These markets
arecalled santhalu. Thetradersmovefrom
one santha to another and sell their goods.
Thetraders of santhas procure goodsfrom
wholesale shops in towns and cities and
reach out to alarge section of the people.
Canyou believethat morethan 25000 such
santhalu are functioning in India? They
function in both rural and urban areas. L et
us find out some more details about a
santhain Telangana.

Sunday Santhain Choutuppal

Choutuppal isasmall town in Yadadri
district. The Choutuppal santhafunctions
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on every Sunday. Inthissantha, morethan
200 traders sell vegetabl es, fruits, clothes,
meat, fish, dry-fish, hand-made tools and
readymade footwear, cosmetics, ropes
equipment for farming and cattle rearing
and many other things. Buffal oes, goatsand
sheep are also traded here. People from
more than 40 surrounding villages cometo
buy goodsin the Choutuppal santha.

In Choutuppal santha, separate spaceis
allotted for trading cattle, grocery items
and non-edible items. For example, in a
place meant for vegetables, every trader has
afixed space. For trading cattle, shedswith
facilities to keep the cattle are also
avalable.

Indra, thedry chilly seller

Indra, aged 36, has been selling dry
chillies in santhas for many years. She
belongsto Kattangur villagewhichisabout




50 kilometres from Choutuppal. She
studied upto tenth class. She hasadaughter
and ason studyinginthe Govt. school. She
learnt this business from her father. Her
husband al so doesthe samebusiness. Ina
week, she travels to four weekly markets
and to three large villages to sell dry
chillies. Thisisher weekly itinerary:

Choutuppal

Ammanabolu
Hyderabad Kattangur
Atmakur
Khammam
Nalgonda
Choutyppal Narketpally

w«—-l—m Munugodu  vjjayawada

Indragets up early every day and after
completing all her domestic chores, starts
for the day’s santhalvillage with the chilli
bags.

Indra, dongwith other women, getsinto a
lorry to trangport the chilli bagsto the santha.
Sheprocuresthedry chilli fromawholesale
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trader in Khammam over phone. The
whole salers comes to her village every
Saturday to collect the money.

Shestartsselling thedry chilliesaround
10 am.and closes at 7 p.m. While selling
chilli, like al other traders, Indra has to
squat on the floor for a very long time,
whichisastrenuousjob. For six daysina
week, she hasto travel to different places
from her village. She sells chilliesin her
village only on Saturday. She also paysthe
wholesaler on that day.

Indra earns about Rs. 200-300 per day.
Thereisno guaranteethat shewill get good
guality chillies all the time. Since she
purchases chillies by ordering over the
phone, she sometimes gets low quality
chilli and incurslosses.

To do this business, Indra borrowed
Rs. 30,000 from a self- help group (SHG)
in her village of which she is a member.
She pays back her loan in installments at
therate of Rs.1200 per month. She feels
that borrowing from the self help groupis
far better than borrowing from
moneylendersasthey charge high rates of
interest (Rs. 3 per hundred per month). In
the self help group, she paysonly 25 paise
per 100 per month. Thiswasmade possible
dueto the government scheme of ‘ paavala
vaddi’ for low income group.

Besidesagricultural producelikechilli,
alarge number of industrial productslike
clothes, ready made goods, pots, utensils,
tools, baskets, plastic items etc. are sold
by small traders in the santhas. All such
traderspay Rs. 10 each to the Panchayat
asatax. Thereare separate santhaswhere
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cattle, sheep and goats are sold. They are
brought from neighboring villagesaswell
asfar off places. Many farmers come here
either to sell or buy cattle. They takethe
help of brokers by paying them
commission.

Nearly three-fourths of the traders in
santhalu are women. Selling goods in
santhauisthetraditiona businessfor many
traders. Thismeansthat their familieshave
been doing this business for many
generations. Some places in santhas are
reserved for a specific trade. No person
of adifferent trade can come and set up a
shopinthat place. Most of thetradersplan
weekly cyclesfor their santhau. Thismeans
that they set up shopsin different santhalus
onceawesk, following adefiniteplanlike
Indra, thedry chilli trader. They decidetheir
routes according to their convenience.

Small traders selling agricultural goods

—particularly perishables, such asfruits
and vegetables, facedifficultiessimilarto
that of Gouri. Since their residences are
far away from santhas,
they haveto sell al the
goods they -~ have __
purchased from' the | '{_i.
wholesale market. § ”
Otherwise, they haveto [~ k
carry them home paying | .-"
additional transport %
expenses. Sincethey do 2§
not have storage ‘|
facilities, the goods &
may perish andthey may
have to sell them at =
prices lower than the
cost price.
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Besides regular traders like Indra,
farmers and vegetable growers of nearby
villages also come to santhas to sell their
producedirectly.

In this way, santhas are an important
means by which the daily needs of the
people arefulfilled and alarge number of
small traders, labourersand transporters get
their livelihood.

4

¢ Differentiate between permanentN
marketsand Santha?

+ Do you need the santhas even if
thereareregular markets?

+ ‘How canwe makethelivesof the
small traders of santhas better?

\_
Rythu Bazaar in Telangana

Most agricultural goodslikegrainsand
pulses are sold directly to the wholesale
merchants. Small traders buy these goods
from them to sell them to the consumers.
However, thereareafew marketsin which
the producers directly sell their goods to

Ifig. 8.3 Ryfhu Bazar
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the consumers. ‘ Rythu Bazaar’ isone such
market. We interviewed Ramagopal, a
farmer inaRythu Bazaar. Excerptsfromthe
interview aregiven below.

When did you start coming to this
bazaar?

| started coming to thisbazaar intheyear
2003. My neighbours have been coming
here since from the year 2000.

Can only farmers like you sell in
Rythu Bazaar s?

Initially, government officers related
to thisbazaar cameto our village. We were
issued a photo identity card containing our
name, address, produce, grain, extent of land
etc. Only a person with a valid photo
identity isallowed to enter the Rythu Bazaar
to sell hig her produce. Stalsin the bazaar
are dlocated to the sellers daily on afirst
comefirst serve basis. Although it ismeant
only for farmers, | also found one or two
millers and women traders from Self Help
Groups putting up their own stalls.
While millers procure paddy from us,
women SHG traders sell vegetables
which are cultivatedinour district.

Do you pay any rent to sell your
produce?

No, but millersand SHG traders pay rent
for thelr premises.

How did you start coming to Rythu
Bazaar?

Earlier, | used to take my produce to a
wholesale market. Sincel have no control
on the price, | had to sell it at the price
fixed by the wholesalers. Many atimes, |
had to sell vegetablesat throwaway prices,
not even covering the expenses| incurred.
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RythuBazaar isabigrelief for farmerslike
me. | found that farmerslike mecomehere
from 10-15 villages. But we don’'t have
enough space to store our vegetabl es.

How are prices fixed for your
produce?

The price for bazaar productsiis fixed
daily in the morning by the officers in
consultation with a committee of three
members set up for the purpose. The
principleisthat thepriceshould be around
25 per cent more than the wholesale price
and 25 per cent lessthan theretail price.

Do you think your customers are
happy intheRythu Bazaar ?

Yes, they get not only fruits and
vegetables but also many other essential
edible items like pulses, tamarind, dry
chilliesand edibleoilsinthe Bazaar. They
get these at reasonable prices. | grow
vegetables, and when | see my customers
eagerly bargaining and buying, | cannot
expressmy happiness. | get good returns
for my hard work and the customersget full
valuefor their money. If wewere literate,
we could haved checked ontheinternet the
pricesof goodsin each bazaar and sold our
goodsthere.

Do you face any problems while
usingthisbazaar?

Yes. Sometimes, if | come late, it is
difficult to get a good space to sall my
vegetables. | amleft withaplaceinacorner
only. Thereisinsufficient spacefor parking
our vehicles and at times,itisalsorisky. |
dofind peopleintheguiseof farmerscoming
to sell vegetables in the bazaar. Also, the
farmers from distant placesare not able to
benefit from these markets.
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¢+ Farmers are the only )
sdllersinthe Rythu Bazaar
- True/ False

¢ Who are the beneficiaries
of Rythu Bazaar and why?

¢ What benefits do farmers
getin Rythu Bazaar?

¢+ How are prices fixed in
Rythu Bazaar?

Keywords

Wholesale traders
Retall traders
Market
Santha
Rythu bazaar
Paavadavaddi
Self —-Help group

Fig. 8.4: Price index - Rythu Bazar

I mprove your learning

1. How areagricultura productstraded?

2. Listthedifferencesbetween Gouri, Indraand Ramgopal onthe
following issues.

PAX1Y1

Gouri Indra Ramagopal in Rythu Bazaar

Wheredothey get
money for doing
business?

Where arethe goods
sold?

How are prices fixed?
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3. Listafew difficultiesthat retail tradersfacein their business.
4 Inwhat ways cantheretail tradersalso increasetheir income?
5. Why isit better to borrow from self - help groups rather than money lenders?

6. What are the differences and similarities between borrowing money from
moneylenders, banks and self —help groups?

7. Why do you think selling through Rythu bazaars is better than selling through
whol esal e shops?

8. Read theparagraph“Vendorslikegowri ....... small trader become poorer”, on page
66 and comment on it.

9. With the help of your teacher, locate the places in the map of your district where
weekly fairs (Santha) are held?

10.What is Rythu Bazaar? What areits benefitsand limitations?

11. Why does panchayat or municipality collect money from traders in Chouttuppal
santha?

Project :

1. Taktodifferent vegetablevendorsinyour areato understand their work, livelihood
and problems. Prepare areport and shareit inthe class.

2. Gotoanearby santhaand observeitsfunctioning.Draw apicture of it and display it
inyour elassroom.
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Part - B

Tradein Agricultural

Produce

In the last chapter, we read about some aspects of retail trade - how
small traders bring various products to the consumers.in thé villages and
towns. In this chapter, we will read about some aspgctstof wholesale
trade in paddy. It is purchased from the farmers‘@y‘thesice mill owners
and big traders who trade in large quantities. letss see how this is done.

AgricultureMarket Yard

Like the Rythu bazaar, the Agriculture
Market Yard (AMY) isamarket run by the
government inwhich farmerscan sell their
produce and get paid immediately.

Chandrashekhar is a farmer from
Na gonda. Thisyear, hehad agood harvest
of about 60 quintalsof paddy. He hasloaded
his paddy bags on a tractor and. brought
them to NalgondaAMY. Heunloaded his
bags and joined the gueue for auction
saling.

At about 10 am,, the AMY committee
members came and put a slip on the bags
indicating the name of the farmer and the
quantity of paddy in quintals. At about 11
am.;-wholesale traders and rice mill
owners came to the paddy heaps and
assessed the quality. Then, the committee
members began the auction from the first
paddy heap of afarmer. Sincethe Minimum
Support Price (MSP) announced by the
government was Rs.1080 per quintal, the
committee officials began their auction
from that price.
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Minimum Support Price

Every year, the government announces
the minimum support price for various
crops like paddy and wheat, taking into
consideration the cost of inputs. If no trader
Is willing to buy at a higher price, the
government agencies like the Food
Corporation of India(FCl) buy the produce
from the farmer at the Minimum Support
Price. In thisway, the government ensure
that farmersget atl east the minimum price
for their produce. Of course, the farmers
are free to sell their produce at higher
prices.

In the auction, bids are called for the
paddy being auctioned. Bids are prices at
which the buyer (here, the trader) wishes
to buy the produce. After atrader makesa
bid, the AMY committee official counts
sowly up tothree. If another trader makes
ahigher bid before the count of three, the
auction progressesuntil no onehasahigher
bid. Once the count up to three is
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completed, no
higher bid will be
alowed.

Severd tra-ders
and mill agents
havecrowded near -
Chandrashe-khar's Sl ety
paddy. They found =~
that hispaddy was =~
dry and had very
little thaalu (ill-
filled grains).

When the auction =~
began the traders

andricemill agents

raised the price,
considering the

quality of the paddy. Chandra shekhar got
the highest priceonthat day - Rs. 1150 per
quintal, offered by a big rice mill agent.
Many other farmersgot only Rs. 1100 per
quintal for their paddy.

AMY committee officials noted down
the prices bid by different traders for the
paddy heaps. They went back to the office
and noted downthenames of thetrader and
dip numberand informed Chandrashekhar
of the maximum rate bid by the trader for
his paddy. He agreed to sell and the
committeemembers noted down therate,
quantity of paddy and the total amount to
bepaid by thetrader onadipand gaveitto
him. If afarmer isnot interestedin selling
at the maximum price bid by thetrader, he
or she can wait for the next day or upto
onewesk.

In order to buy paddy fromAMY, each
trader is required to pay a license fee.
When paddy ispurchased by them, they are
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e
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Fig. 8.5: Agriculture Market Yard (AM.Y)

required to pay Rs. 1 for every hundred
rupees of purchase as commission to the
committee. Although farmers are not
required to pay anything, in practice, they
pay Rs.3.50 per every hundred rupees of
trading towards unloading, cleaning and
maintenance charges. Thisisdeducted by
thetrader and paid to theAMY office.

¢ Do you think this practice is
appropriate? How do farmers
benefit from this process?

Sometimes, farmers selling in AMY
have to spend Rs.10 per quintal of
agricultural producetowardstransport and
other charges. Thisishigher than what they
pay whenthey sell intheir villages.

Themill agent cameto Chandrashekhar,
looked at the slip and paid the money
deductingtheAMY charges.
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would have given to Chandra
shekhar?

Total quantity of Paddy

quintals

Rate per quintal

L oading and cleaning charges
Rs. 3.50x..

Total amount paid to Chandrashekhar

¢ What do you think are the
advantages and disadvantages of
sellingin AMY's?

(o Can you work out how much he\
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Fig. 8.6;: Model Receipt-Market Committee
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Farmerslike Chandrashekhar, who have
sufficient quantity, prefer to sell their
produce at the Agriculture Market Yards.
Normally, there is neither a delay in
payment nor deduction of chargesfor on-
the-spot payment as in the village. Since
the sale is done by open auction, farmers
have a chance of getting the best price
possible. InsomeAMY s, corrupt officials
and tradersjoin handsto givelower prices
to thefarmers but thismay not neccesarily
happen everywhere.

Therearenearly 100AMY sin Telangana.
Nearly one-fourth of farm products are
tradedinthem. Wheredo you think therest
issold?Why don’t those farmers cometo
theAMY s? Come, let usfind out.

SdlingtoaRiceMiller

It was paddy harvesting season and
Mallaiah from Vlenkatapuramvillage was
waiting for the gumastha (clerk) of
Chandulal, the owner of a rice mill.
Mallaiah was able to harvest only 14
guintals of paddy from his one acre of
irrigated land. His yield was low as he
was not able to use the required amount
of fertilizers and pesticides.

The gumastha sent by Chandulal came
with atractor and checked if the paddy was
dry and if there wastoo much thaalu. The
gumastha got the paddy bagsloaded on his
tractor and went to get paddy bags from
other such farmers.

Inthericemill, Mallaiah’'s paddy bags
wereweighed. It was 14 quintals. Gumastha
took ahandful of sample paddy and showed
it to Chandulal. Chandulal fixed the price
of paddy at Rs.950 per quintal onthe basis
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of itsdryness and thaalu. Thiswas much
below Rs.1100, the price at the Agriculture
Market Yard. Since Madlaah needed money
urgently, he asked for immedi ate payment.
For that, Chandulal reduced Rs.1.50 for
every hundred rupees (i.e. Rs.14.25 per
quintal). Thisisthe procedurefollowed by
every rice miller and paddy trader in
Nalgonda

L et uscalculate Malliah’s income
from thesaleof paddy.
Weight of paddy = 14 quintals
Price of paddy fixed by therice miller
= Rs.950 per quintal
Price of 14 quintals
=Rs.950 x 14 =Rs.13,300
Deduction for immediate payment
=Rs. 14.25 x 14 = Rs.200
Tota payment due
=13,300 — 200 = Rs.13,100/-
(If Mallaiah could wait for 15 days,
on-the-spot commission ‘would not be
deducted.)

(s Can you guess why Mallaiah was b
selling the paddy at alower price
to Chandula ?Discussthe possible
reasonsin the classbeforereading

further.
\ J

Four monthsback, Malaah borrowed
Rs. 5000 from Chandulal on the
condition that the paddy must be sold to
him at the pricefixed by him. Many smadll
farmers borrowed money from
Chandula on similar terms. Hence, they

are forced to sell their produce to him j! G ,{!&‘

at the pricefixed by him. So, instead of
paying Mallaiah the amount dueto him,
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Chandula deducted the amount borrowed
aongwiththeinterest. Let usseehow much
Mallaiahfinally got.
Amount of money borrowed by
Mallaiah = Rs. 5000

Interest for 4 months
= Rs. 400

Total deductions
= Rs. 5400

Amount duefor paddy
=Rs. 13,100

Total amount paid (Rs13,100 - 5400)
=Rs. 7700
(Note: All calculationsarerounded torupee)

Fig. 8.7: Paddy belng Ioadedto be
taken to rice mill
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Farmers like Mallaiah in Telangana
borrow from rice mill owners and other
moneylenders or rich landlords and are
forced to sell their produce to them at a
lower price. They may also be cheated in
weighing and rating of the paddy. Rice mill
owners by lending money to the farmers
are not only assured of raw materials for
their millsbut also get it at apricefixed by
them.

"+ HowmuchwoudMalaizhhavegot |

if hehad beenableto sl hispaddy
intheAgriculture Market Yard?

¢ How much money did heloose by
selling his produce to the miller?

+ What difference would it have
madeif hehad been ableto borrow
the money from a bank instead of
the miller?

¢+ How much more would Mallaiah
have earned if he had borrowed

from agovernment bank?
\ y,

Big farmers or landlords of
Venkatapuram lend money to small farmers
and purchase paddy from them. They sell
their own harvest and all that is procured
from other farmersin AMY's, town-based
wholesale paddy merchantsor inricemills.
Farmersareindebted to landlordsin many
ways—they borrow money, seed, tractors,
even water. Assuch, they are bound to sl
paddy to thelandlords and accept whatever
they pay. Thosewho giveloansto farmers
look at the harvest asasecurity for theloan
asthey can purchase the produce fromthe
farmers and recover the loan amount.
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Tragically, inthisway, thefarmersare not
able to sell their produce at the highest
price possible.

¢ Compare and contrast the
differencesbetween alandlord and
a rice mill owner in procuring
paddy from Venkatapuram farmers.

Sdlingthrough Brokers

Shanti is another farmer residing in
Venkatapuram. She began to manage her
farm after her husband passed away. She
is a member of the local self help group
(SHG) from which she borrowed
Rs.20,000 for cultivation purpose. Her
harvest from her 1.5 acres was 14
quintals. Shewanted to sell 7 quintalsand
keep the rest for household consumption.

Thenext day, a broker of abigricemill
in Nalgonda came to the village to buy
paddy and approached the farmers. He
saw Shanti’s paddy and after much
bargaining offered her Rs.1000 per
quintal. He weighed the bags and said
that it was 6.5 quintals. Shanti was
shocked because when she weighed them,
it was 7 quintals. So, she insisted on
weighing it properly in the presence of
other SHG members. Thistime, it turned
out to be 7 quintals! The broker took the
paddy and promised to pay the money in
15 days. Two weeks later, he paid her Rs.
6825. He had deducted Rs.25 per quintal
as his brokerage or commission.

We met Shanti and asked her some
questions. “ You have not borrowed from
any trader. Why don’'t you sell in the
AMY?’
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“To go to Nalgonda, | have to pay the
tractor rent and loading and unloading
charges. The higher price I get in AMY
will not cover the transport cost.
Moreover, my sonor | will haveto spare
one or two days for this. We have very
little to sell. Only farmers with a lot of
paddy go to Nalgonda,” Shanti replied.

“Why don’t you ask for a higher price
as most farmers sell at Rs.1100-1150 in
AMY and in rice mills?”

“ These brokers don’t pay such high
prices. We sell their produce from
home to avoid the trouble of running
around to sl.

Brokers mediate between farmers and
town-based big millers or wholesale paddy
merchants. They procure paddy in small
quantities from farmers like Shanti. They
don’t have permanent shops or godownsfor
doingtheir business. They visit each farmer
during harvest season and negotiate with
them to buy paddy. They collect sufficient
amount of paddy and inform thewholesale
traders rice mill owners who then send
money and vehiclesfor transportation. They
charge commission from both the farmers
and the millers. Some of them function as
moneylenders too, so they deduct the
borrowed amount withinterest whilepaying
the farmers as we have seen in the case of
Chanduldl.

e R
+ Madlaahwasableto get only about
Rs.935 per quintal whereas Shanti
was able to get about Rs.975 per

quintal. Why isit so?
\ J
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Trading paddy in Telangana

Paddy cultivated in Telanganais mostly
soldinthe market and farmerskeep only a
small share for their own use. A
considerable amount of paddy produced by
small farmers like Shanti is used for-their
own consumption. Largefarmerssall most
of their produce in the markets.

Telangana farmers sell nearly three-
fourths of their harvest within the village
and one-fourthsinAMY. Big farmers sell
their harvest iInAMY's. They own vehicles
like tractors which reduce their trans-
portation expenses.

Invillages, many kindsof traders—such
as landlords, brokers and small rice mill
ownersprocure paddy. Onmost occasions,
small farmers like Mallaiah and
Chandrashekhar are bound to sell only to
these traders as they borrow money from
them.

| ndebtednessand selling paddy

We saw that small and medium farmers
have to borrow money for agriculture,
especially to purchase seeds, fertilizers,
pesticides and irrigation facilities. Since
it is difficult for them to get loans from
banks, they are forced to borrow from
moneylenders, traders, millers etc. Once
afarmer borrowsfrom them, heor she has
no option but to sell the produce only to
them at the pricesthey offer. Paddy traders
not only pay lower pricesbut also cheatin
weighing. Moreover, they take
commissions of various kinds. Many of
thesefarmersget delayed payments. Since
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thesetradersand landlordslend money in

Keywords
desperate times, farmers haveto sell their
paddy to them. AgricultureMarket Yard
( ) Minimum Support Price

¢ Think of the different ways that

could ensure best prices to Food Corporation of Ingq

farmersfor their produce. Discuss Merchants
theajymtagesand disadvantagesof Commission ent
L themintheclass. )

I mprove your learning

1. Makealist of the different paddy traders operating in Venkatapuram and
the pricesthey offer for paddy per quintal.

2. Who purchases paddy in your place? Collect detailsabout how pricesare
fixed and what pricesare paid by different tradersand landlords.

3. Comparethecost of onequintal of rice and one quintal of paddy. Find out the reasons
for the difference (1 quintal = 100 kilograms).

4. Doyouthink itisnecessary for the government to fix asingle pricefor paddy?
5. Inwhat waysdo youthink thefarmers benefit from Self Help Groups?

6. Readthe paraunder thetitle*Indebtednessand selling paddy’ on pages 78 and 79 and
comment onit.

7. Imagineasituation wherethereisnoAMY near by your village. What challengeswill
the farmersfacein this situation?

Pr oj ect:

1. Afew studentscan betakento anearby AMY. After observing what happensthere, a
role play can be enacted to illustrate how traders bid prices for paddy and other
produce.

2. Writethescript for asmall play to explain the plight of small farmersof Telangana
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CHAPTER

T324Gl

Communlty Decision M aking

InaTribe

How do people who live together in large numbers take decision about
their common problems? How do they settle disputes amongytheémselves?
What is the role of leaders and what do they get in“return? These are
some of the issues which we will study in this chapter. We will study how
decisions are taken in a society of people of the sameseoOmmunity.

Tribes- Societieswhereall the
peopleareequal

Different kinds of societies who
generally live in forest areas are called
tribes. In Telanganawe havetribes such as
Chenchus, Konda Reddys, Gonds, Koyas,
and Savaras. Almost al the states in our
country have one tribe orthe other living
intheforests. They al-havedifferent ways
of life, different languages, cultures etc.
Why are they called tribes despite these
differences?lt isbecausethey sharecertain
common characteristics. What arethey?

i. Usually all the members of atribe
consider themselves to be
descendents of a common ancestor.
Therefore, all members of a tribe
consider themselves to be each
other relatives.

ii. They believethat all their resources
like land, forests, pasturesandwater
arethecommonwealth of the entire
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tribe and not of individual families
or persons. Therefore, all the
members of the tribe can share and
use these resources subject to the
rulesthey frame together.

Intribal societiesthere are no acute
differences like rich and poor as
everyone hasashareinthe common
resources of thetribe. For example,
tribal land may be divided equally
among all families depending upon
thesizeof thefamily. In some cases,
onceinafew years, al land may be
redistributed or redivided among the
families. In some tribes, all the
members may till the soil together
and share the produce equally. No
one can sell theland given to them
as the entire tribe is considered as
the owner of the land. No one can
keep moreland than they cantill or
use.
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( )
+ What arethe major occupations of

thetribes?

iv. Generally, all the familiesof atribe
doall kindsof work like cultivation,
gathering food from the forests,
grazing animalsand making clothes, * Ir.1 el iy ere iz el of @
baskets, tools etc. L HIESEGLES )

v. Women, men and even children
share the work of the family.
However, in many tribesmen have

A tribemay settlein severd smdl villages
or habitationsover alarge area

greater power and rolein decision How do tribes take decisions about
making than women. matters of common concern? How do they

vi. Thetribesgivealot of importance settle disputes among their members? We
to the celebration of festivals and will see how Gonds, a tribe living in
ritual sto pleasethetribal godsand Adilabad digtrict, handles these issues. We
ancestors. They also have distinct are giving you a short summary of the
beliefs, customs, songs, dancesand description from Haimendorf’s book on the
artsand crafts. Gondsof Adilabad.

Scholarscaledanthropol ogi a\W:dyl ngthetribal people. They live amongthe
tribesand notedown their o about theculture, lifestyle, beliefs, decison making
etc of the tribes. One such famous scholar who studied the tribes of Telanganawas Furer
Haimendorf, who Q&?w{gzﬂa in the 1940s. He studied the Chenchus, the Konda
Reddysand the * s and wrote books about them. Hea so studied severd other tribesof

Fig. 9.1: Furer Haimendorf Fig. 9.2: Haimendorf among Gonds
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Gond Panch and Patla

“The village headmen derive their
authority from the village ‘Panch’ or the
council of adult male householders. This
council has the last word in matters
concerning the village as a whole and the
headman is its chairman. The village
Panch, in a sense, represents the Gond
society as a whole.

The Panch does not meet regularly but
only when necessary. When matters of
importance are discussed, all adult men
will be present and young boys and
women watch the proceedings. WWomen
have no voice in the council but can fredy
put thelr case before it.

Some of the functions of the Panch
are: fix the dates of major festivals, allow/
reject marriages or divorces, set down
normsfor marriagesor deathrites, settle
disputes etc. The Panch can impose fines
and may even force a person to leave the
village or even order all other Gonds not
to have any relation with him
(prohibition).

When adisputeinvolves ?“‘N-.-t_-x =

peoplefrom many villages, ',,-5\':
then the councilsof all the |
villages concerned meet in
ajoint panchayat.

When a dispute is
presented to the Panch, the
first aimisto get the facts
of the case. Thetwo parties
are allowed to make
detailed presentation of
their points of view. Then
some elder member of the
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P - : :
Fig. 9.3: A Gond Panchayat is about to begin its discussion
(from Haimendorf collections)

community may cross question them to
ascertain the actual facts. They also ask
the witnessesto givetheir evidence. After
this, the Panch discusses the provisions
of the traditional customs of the Gonds
and the decisions in previous cases of
similar kind. They try to arrive at-a
solution acceptable to both parties. When
all aspects of the case have been debated,
one of the senior members proposes a
settlement. Since this is not the final
decision, the personaffected can propose
some changes. After hearing his or her
response, the panch will take the final
decision.

I+ Who cannot bethemembersof the
Panch?
| ¢ Isitimportant for al the housesto
be represented on the Panch?
Why?
¢ What thingsdo the Panch takeinto
account whileresolving aproblem?

Hereis an interesting exampl e of
how they dojustice:
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One day a girl brought a case before
the Panch against a man who teased her.
When she slapped him for it, he hit her
and she fell on the ground, but managed
to run away. Then the accused man was
asked what he had to say. He admitted
his guilt. The Panch asked the girl what
shewished to be done to the accused. She
said that he should be given the most
insulting punishment and that he should
give in writing that he would not trouble
her anymore in future. The Panch then
ordered himto stand in the middle of the
Panch, bow down beforethegirl and beg
for pardon.

¢ Doyouthink thegirl wassatisfied
with thedecision?

+ Why doyouthink the Panch heard 4

the case of the girl? |

Villageheadman (Patla)

Every village has aheadman or * Patla
who is generally hereditary (an
arrangement inwhich the sor/ daughter gets
the father/"mother’s title or property
automatically after their death is called
‘hereditary’). Heisanswerableto the Panch
but in-many cases he can be an effective
leader. Whilethe Panch only meet oncein
awhile the headman functions on adaily
basis. Usualy, heisfrom thefamily of the
person who had led the formation of the
villageinthe beginning. Themain function
of the Patla is to ensure the unity of the
villagers and negotiate with the outsiders
and government agencies on behalf of the
villagers. He also coordinates various
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community activities of the village
including festivals. Healso hasto entertain
and feed guestsof thevillage. Inreturnfor
all this, all men and women of the village
work in his fields for one day. This
assistance enables him to till more land
than his own family can, and thusto feed
the guests of thevillage.

Whenever a headman becomes arrogant
and goesagaingt thewishesof thepeople, the
Panchmay removehimand replacehim with
another person. Alternatively, the other
families may justleavethevillageand settle
inanew place.

I+ Who becomesthe headman?

s What is the relation between the
Panch and the Patla?

¢ What isthe special role of Patla?
+ When can aPatlaberemoved?

Haimendorf also pointed out that this
systemwasgradually changing eveninthe
1940s and 50s as the Gond villages were
inhabited by other communities like
Marathas and Telugus and as the modern
Panchayati Rgj elections began to take
place. Many people started going to the
policeor courtsto settletheir disputes. The
headmen |ost their position of importance
with the election of Sarpanches through
direct elections.

¢ Discuss the salient features and
short comings of this system.

+ Answer the following questions
after reading the description of the
Gond Panchayats:
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i. Do you think any member of
another castewould be allowed to
be amember of the Panch?

li. According to Haimendorf apopular
Patla would have more lands
cultivated than an unpopul ar Patla.
Canyou explainwhy thiscould be
so?

We read that the customs of the tribe,
as understood by all the adult male
members of the community, were very
important in conducting the activitiesof the
community. We also saw that every family
had asay intheactivities of the community
and together they were more powerful than
the headman. The headman had to persuade
and keep the members of the community

happy to retain his position and could not
go against their wishes. We also read that
in return for his services to the tribe, he
received some special privileges in the
form of freelabour on hisfield. Thisgave
him more wealth than the other members
of the tribe, but he was expected to spend
thisfor the welfare of the tribe. Such was
the arrangement in many-of thetribes.

Keywords

Hereditary
Shared celebrations
Anthropologist
Common Resources

| mprove your learning

1. Why do you think was Panch and Patla possible only within atribe?

Why is it not possible in societies with people from different

communities?

2. Haveyou heard of any such community panchayat in your area? USRZ17

Discussitsfunctioning with your teachers, parentsand elders.

3. Would you accept the judgement of the Gond panchayat without going to the police

or.the court?

4. IfthePanch did injustice, what alternativesdid the tribes have?

5. Locate the following districts in the Telangana map where more tribal people

live.

a) Khammam b) Adilabad

¢) Mahaboob Nagar

6. Readthe paraunder thetitleVillage Headman and comment onit.
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CHAPTER

Emergence of Kingdoms
and Republics

In the previous chapter we read about how tribal secieties manage
their affairs. You would also have heard about kings_andiemperors who
ruled large kingdoms. Let us find out how they came inte being in early

times.

TheGangesValley: From Janapadasto
M ahajanapadas

¢ Look at the map of India and
identify the plainsthrough which

the Gangaand Yamunariversflow. |

Identify the modern cities of
Delhi, Allahabad, Varanasi,
Lucknow, Kanpur and Patna. Do
you think thisareawill be similar
to the villages.of Penamakuru,
Dokur and‘Penugolu? Give your
reasons.

Thisplainiscalled the Gangetic Valley
(as the Ganga and Yamuna rivers flow
between theHimalayasand the hills of the
Deccan Plateau). As this plain receives
very highrainfall, itisvery fertile. These
rivers bring silt from the Himalayas and
flow throughout theyear.

Initially, the people of different tribes
settled down to practice agriculture in
convenient partsof thevalley. Thesetribes
werecdled‘jana’ in Sanskrit and the place
wherethey settled was called Janapada.
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People began to settlealong theserivers
inlarge number about 4000 yearsago.The
use of tools made of stone, copper, bronze
and.iron led to gradual clearing of forests,
settlements and tilled the land to grow
paddy and other crops. Large villagesand
towns developed in these parts and they
wereinhabited by many people—probably
belonging to many different tribes. Large
groups of such villages and towns were
called ‘Mahajanapadas’ or big
‘Janapadas’.

+ Find out the names of afew janas
(tribes) whoinitially settled down
inthe Indo-Gangetic Plain?

¢+ What do you mean by Janapada?
How is it different from
Mahg angpadas?

How do we know about the
M ahaj anapadas?

We get to know much about these
villages and towns from two kinds of
sources—from archaeol ogical excavations
in different places and from the books
composed during that period. Archaeo-
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+ ook at the map of India given
above. It showsyou thebroad area
of some Mahajanapadas. It also
gives the name of the major city
associated with aM ahajanapada.
You can a so find out the name of
theriver which flowsthroughthis

Mahganagpada
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+ Make alist of the Mahgjanapadas
and the cities which were situated
onthe Gangesvalley.

M ahaj anapada City
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logists have excavated hundreds of sitesin
the Ganges Valley and have tried to know
more about the lives of the people of those
days. The books during that period were
mostly composed by thefollowersof Vedic
traditions, Buddhistsand Jain monks. Even
though they are religious books, they tell
usalot about thetownsand villagesand about
the kings and rulers of those times. Some
bookswereevenwritten by peopleof distant
countries like Greece. Here you have the
information drawn from different sources.

Someimportant archaeol ogical sites of
the time of Mahajanapadas: Delhi,
Atranjikhera, Kausambi (Near Allahabad),
Patna, Ayodhya, Rajgir, etc.

Some important books written during
this period: Upanishadas, Dharmasuitras,
Dighanikaya, Mgjhimanikaya, Herodotus
History, and Strabo etc.

¢ |f archaeologistsdig upthevillages
and towns of our times after two
thousand years, what do you think
will they find?

+ How wouldthey decideif astewas
avillageoratown?

+ |f abook saidthat such and sucha
town wasentirely built of gold and
silver and that thousands of people
livedinlarge palaces, how will you
check whether this is mere
imagination or afact?

Villagesin thetimesof
M ahajanapadas

We learn from the books of thosetimes
that agriculturewas managed by landowners
called Grihapatis or Gahapatis, who usualy
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worked along with their family members
on the fields. But they also employed
‘dasas’ or slaves (those who were
surrendered and madeto serve) and workers
‘bhrutakas or who worked ontheir fields
and homes in return for wages.. Some
wealthy grihaptis had moreland and slaves
to work for them. Usually, the largest
landowner became the headman of the
village. Hewastheleader of thevillagelike
the Gond Patlaand hewas also used by the
king to collect taxes from villagers. He
also acted asthejudge and sometimesasa
policeman to maintain law and order inthe
village.

In most villages, there were craft
persons like blacksmiths who made tools
necessary for agriculture (like plough-
shares, sickles, axes, arrows etc) potters
who made pots for cooking and storing
grains, carpenterswho made carts, ploughs,
furniture etc; and weaverswho wove cloth
for the villagers. Probably the grihapatis
gave them grains in return for their
products. These products were necessary
for agriculture, but the grihapatis may not
have had the time or skill to make them.

¢ Comparethevillagesof tribeslike
Gonds and the villages of the
Mahajanapads to find out the
similarities and differences.

¢ Describetherelationship between
Grihapatisand crafts personsof the
village.

Citiesof M ahajanapadas
Look at thelist of citiesinthetableyou
have made. What kind of people do you
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think lived in them? Cities of those times,
like today, were mainly inhabited by poor
workers. Some of them were slaves and
servants while most of them were crafts
persons who made goods for sale. What
did they make? They madebeautiful andfine
potswhichwerein great demandinall the
great towns. They wovefineclotheswhich
were bought by rich people of other
mahajanapads also. They made gold and
silver jewellery. They made vessels and
toolsof bronze, copper andiron. They made
wooden cartsand furniture. Therewerea so
innumerable other kinds of professionals
like soldiers, accountants, masons, horse
trainers, sweepers, water carriers, wood and
ivory carvers. Of al the things made by
craftpersons, only afew articles(like pots,
bricks, iron and copper objects) have come
out in excavations. We also know. about
them from books written in thesetimes.

Fig. 10.1: Painted Grey Ware. Plates and
bowls are the most common vessels made
out of Painted Grey Ware. These are
extremely fine to touch. These were found
before the time of Mahajanpadas
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Thereweregresat traderswho purchased
the produce of the crafts persons and
grihapatisand sold them in distant lands at
a hugeprofit. They a so bought the special
articles of those lands and sold them in
their own mahagjanapadas. They took their
merchandise in caravans with a large
number of animalslike oxen, donkeysand
camels. They travelled day and night for
weeks and months across rivers, plains,
hillsand deserts. They made so much profit
that they could livein palaceswith dozens
of servantsand slaves serving them.

¢ Thepeopleof thetownswould have

needed grain, milk, meat etc. How

I doyouthink they got themif most

town people were not doing any
farming?

Kings, army and taxes

Mos of the M ahganapadaswereruled by
kings. Thesekingshad anarmy of their own
to ensure that people followed their orders
andnoother kingattackedtheir kingdom. They
livedin capita citiesand tried to build strong
fortresses of wood, stone, brick and mud
(See Fig.10.2). All this required a lot of
money. The soldiers and their families
had to be provided for; the brickmakerswho
made lakhs of bricks had to be paid for and
thousands of men and women who worked
to construct these public buildingshad to be

paidwages.

¢ How do you think did the kings
manage to get the wealth needed
for all this?
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The kings of Mahajanapadas were
different from such tribal headmen or
chiefs. Thekings collected taxesfrom the
people. They had officers who would
collect taxesfrom the grihapatis, the craft
persons and traders. If anyone refused to
pay taxes, they could be punished by the
soldiers of the king. These officers and
army were employees of the king.
Therefore, they were boundto follow his
orders and the king could ensure that his
commands were obeyed by the common

people.

. the kings of maha -
J asneed armies?

hat are the differences between

the Gond Patla and the King of

Mahajanapada in terms of their

income and expenditure?

The Gond Patla also had to defend the
village from outsiders. At such times; all
thevillagerswould cametogether and fight
on behalf of the village. We aso saw that
he met the expenses of
entertaining guests and holding
festivalsfrom the extraincome he
got from the one day labour of the
villagers on his fields. But such
incomewasfartoo littlefor atribal
headman to. become rich or
powerful. The ordinary people of
the tribe would only support the
headman or obey his commands
if they were convinced that it was
intheinterest of all.

Thepicture (Fig: 10.3) isfrom
scul pture panels of Sanchi Stupa
which were made about 2000 years
ago. How can you identify the =& W& 020 87 B a7 Wi F N0 :
king? | Fig. 10.3: A king riding out of a town fort
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Many kingswanted to be more powerful
andwedthy. They coulddothisintwoways.
by increasing the taxes imposed on the
people and by conquering neighbouring
kingdoms. Thekingsbeganto collect regular
taxes from the grihapatiswho cultivatedthe
land. Thegrihapatishad todividetheir crops
into Sx equa partsand give one part to the
king. Thiswas cdled bhaga. Craft persons
aso had to pay taxes, often by working free
of charge for the king for one day every
month. Herders of cattle and sheep too had
to give the animal produce to thekingin
the form of tax. Traderswere aso madeto
pay taxesonthe goodsthey sold. Huntersand
gatherersin the nearby forest areas too had
to bring forest produce like hide, wood etc.
Inthis way, thekings had avariety of goods
with them which they obtained as taxes.
Duringthisperiod, the use of coinshad just
begun. Some of the taxes were probably in
the form of coins.

+ |f everyone isforcedto giveaway
apart of theirearnings astax, how
does it affect their lives?

+ Why do you think they agreed to
pay the taxes? Do you think they
benefitted in any way from the new
arrangements?

¢ ‘What is bhaga? Does the
government of our times take the
produce of farmers in a similar

way'?

Historians feel that these kings would
have persuaded the farmersto grow more
crops and adopt better methods of
cultivation and irrigation so that production
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would increase and they would get more
taxes. Similarly, they may have encouraged
thetradersof their kingdomsto trademore
indistant places. Thekingsalso wanted the
village headmen to collect taxes on their
behalf. This may have helped many
headmen to increase their.power and
resourcesin thevillages.

Thekingswere a so constantly waging
wars against each other so that they could
bring more territories under their rule.
These wars were probably fought by paid
armies but they also harmed ordinary
people by destroying crops and burning
villages or looting them. Often, people of
the defeated kingdomswere enslaved and
sold off to Grihapatis, tradersand officials.

+ Imagine and write a story of a
villagethat was affected by war and
also had to pay taxes to the king.
Keepin mind that you know about
the villages of those times while
writing thisstory.

¢+ Why were the Kkings of
mahajanapads keen to increase
craft production and trade?

¢+ How did the headmen of the
villages benefit from the
imposition of taxes by the kings?

Magadha—A power ful kingdom

Doyou haveMagadhainyour list above?
You may have noted that it spread on both
sides of the Ganga. The rivers made the
land very fertile and the grihapatis could
irrigatetheir lands easily. Theriverswere
also used for transporting goods and
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armies. Partsof the Magadhawereforested.
Elephants were captured from there and
trained for fighting in the wars. Wood from
theforestswasused for building fortresses,
and palaces and chariots. In the southern
parts of Magadha, there were iron ore
deposits which could be used for making
weapons etc.

All thisenabled Magadhato emergeasa
very powerful kingdom. Bimbisaraand his
sonAjatasatruwereearly kingswho builtthe
power of Magadha. M ahapadmaNandawas
another powerful ruler of Magadha All these
kings used their armies to conquer other
kingdoms. During thetime of Mahapadma
Nanda, the kingdom extended from the
northwestern part of India to Odisha. We
should remember that not al M ahagjangpadas
wereruled by kingsasin Magadha. In some
areas, the kings were more like Gond
headmen who relied upon the ordinary
people and performed rituals and festivals
for the welfare of the entire kingdom.

"+ Howdo you think Magadhakings )
used the natural wealth of the
region to build a powerful
kingdom? Write a couple of lines
on each of the natural resources of
Magadha and how it could have
been used by thekings.

.
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Vajji—aGana

TheV3gji MahganapadawastotheNorth
of Magadha and it had a Gana form of
government. Ganawas ruled by a group of
rulers instead of a single ruler. Sometimes
even thousands of men ruled together and
each of them was called a ‘rga. They
performed rituds, met and took decisions
onissues of common interest in assemblies
through discussion and debate. However,
women, daves and wage earners could not
participatein these assemblies.

BuddhaandMahavirabd ongedtoganasand
became famous teachers respected in all
Mahganapadas. Eventhough the kings tried
to conguer the ganas, they remainedactive
for more than 1500 years.

Keywords

Kingdom
Republic
Janapada
Mahgangpada
Dasas
bhrutakas
Grihapatis
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Fig. 10.5: A Gana assembly scene from Sanchi

| mprove your learning

1. What do you mean by Gana? How were they different from the
kingdomsruled by kings?

2. Compare the 'ganas with Gond Panch — what similarities and
differences do you see between them?

3. Canyou point out the difference between the way villages are
managed today and in thetime of mahajanapadas?

4. Find out how the crafts persons are taxed by the government today. Wasit the same
inthetimes of mahgjanapads?

5. Readtheparafiveinpage87 ‘Inmost villages....” and write your comment.

6. Locate the 16 Janapadas on the map of India (Refer to the map 1 given on
page 86).
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CHAPTER

First Empires

Some years after Mahapadma Nanda, a young man called
Chandragupta Maurya became the king of Magadha. He started,the Maurya
dynasty (a family whose members become the rulers one after the other).
Chandragupta’s son Bindusara and grandson Ashoka ruled over the
Mouryan kingdom and extended it to include,meost of the Indian
subcontinent. Look at the map 1 of India to see thesextent of the kingdom
- it extends from the modern Afghanistan te.Karnataka in the South and

Bengal in the East.

Mauryan Empire

Largekingdomsare called empiresand
their kings are called emperors. \We can
even say that Chandragupta Maurya was
among the earliest emperors of Indian
subcontinent. Inthebeginning, theMagadha
kingdom was confined to Magadha and
nearby areas. But later it included all the
mahaj anapadas of those times. It had the
Hindukush M ountainsin the north west, the
Great Indian Desert, Gujarat, theIndusand
Ganges valley, the plateau of Mawa, the
vast forests of centra India, the Krishna-
Tungabhadravalley and also the Godavari
valley. Can youimaginethevastness of the
empire and the different kinds of people
who lived in it! Some of these areas like
the GangesVdley, theKrishnariver Valley,
Mawa, Gujarat and Punjab werevery fertile
and had densely settled villagesand towns.
Some other areaswereimportant for trade
and crafts: through them passed important
routes which connected large cities, sea
ports and other countries. Some regions
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wereimportant for the mining of precious
metalslike gold and gem stones.

( N\
¢ From what sources do we learn

about the Mauryan Empire?

¢ |dentify the trade routes of the
Mauryan Empire. Why were the
trade routes important for the
emperors?

+ What isthedifference betweenthe

mahajanapadas and the empires?
\ & J

TheMauryan emperorswere ableto get
resources and taxesfrom all these different
kinds of places and people. How did the
emperorsrulesuch avast empire? Suppose,
somevillageson theKrishnaRiver refused
to pay taxes, how would the Emperor sitting
in Patna get to know of it? How would he
give orders to his army to punish them?
How would the army go all the way to
Krishnavalley and find out those villages
and punish them?How long would all this
take?
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How do we know?

We come to know about this empire
from several books written around this
time. Oneimportant book isArthasastra
written by Kautilya, a minister of
Chandragupta.

Another was|ndicawritten by Magas-
thenese, an ambassador of aGreek King
in the court of Chandragupta. We also
learn a lot about these times from

--"-'l-.u..-,

inscriptionsengraved in various parts of
hisAshoka sempire.

Arthasastra

It is said that Kautilya, who is also
known as Chanakya, wrote a very
important book on how to conquer and
rule kingdoms. Thisbook adviseskings
on how to protect themselves from
conspiracies, how to tax different kinds
of professions,/and gives information
about various resources available in
different partsof thelndian subcontinent.

TheEmpireof Ashoka
(2250 year s ago)

¥ &
r 3

Map 1: Map of India showing important cities and sites of Mauryan Empire
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The Mauryans ruled different parts of
the empire differently. The area around
Pataliputrawas under the direct control of
the emperor. He appointed officials to
collect taxesfrom the peopl e and punished
those who disobeyed the royal orders.
There were also spies who collected
information on what was going on and how
the officerswere working and reported to
the emperor. The emperor issued orders
which were carried by messengers to the
officials. The emperor supervised them
with the hel p of ministersand members of
theroyal family.

¢+ What methods were used by the
Emperor to control the areaunder
his direct control ?

+ Why do you think the emperor
needed spieswithin the empire? y

There were other areas or provinces
whichwereruled from provincial capitals
like Takshashila, Ujjain or Suvarnagiri.
These were ruled by royal princes who
were sent as governors. They could take
decisions about their provinces and
probably had their own officialsand army
to help them. The emperor would also send
instructions to them through messengers.
The governors also took the help of
important families of the region who knew
the customs and rules followed in the
province.

Betweentheseprovinces, therewerevast
areas which were forested or did not have
many Villages or cities. But these areas
were important as they had the roads on
which traders, armies and messengers had
to travel. The Mauryans probably made
special arrangements to control them.
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Through theseroads, theMauryansreached
areas like Suvarnagiri wheregold mines
were Stuated, or Takshashila from where
they could get goods from other
countries. They collected taxes and
tributesfrom these areasd so probably in the
form of hides, wild animals, precious stones,
gold etc. Probably, the forest tribes were
allowed to live without much
interference.

¢+ Why do you think the Mauryan
emperors needed such diverse
resourcesfrom various regions?

¢ What do you think the farmers,
craftsmen, traders, forest dwellers
| and herders got in return for the
taxesthey paid?
P Inwhat way do youthink citieslike
Takshashila, Suvarnagiri were
important for the Mauryans?

¢ Why did the Emperors rule the
region around Pataliputra, the
provinces and the forests
differently? Could they have made
common rules or laws for al the
three regions?

Ashoka-Auniqueruler

The most famous Mauryan ruler was
Ashoka. Hewasthefirst ruler whotried to
take his message to the people through
inscriptions. Most of Ashoka' sinscriptions
were in Prakrit and were written in the
Brahmi script.

Ashoka’'swar in Kalinga

Kalingais the ancient name of coastal
Odisha (see Map 1). Ashokafought awar
to conquer Kalinga. However, he was so
horrified when he saw theviolenceand the
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bloodshed that he decided not to fight any
morewars. Heistheonly king inthe history
of the world who gave up conquest after
winning thewar.

Ashoka’s inscription describing
the Kalinga war

Thisiswhat Ashokadeclared inone
of hisinscriptions:

“Eight yearsafter becoming theking,
| conquered Kalinga. About one lakh
people died and about one and a half
lakh peoplewere captured.

Thisfilled me with sorrow. Why?

Whenever an independent land is
conquered, lakhs of people die, and
many aretaken prisoners. Brahminsand
monksalso die. Peoplewho arekind to
their relatives, friends, slaves and
servants too die, or lose their loved
ones.

That iswhy | am sad. | have decided
to observe dhamma and teach it to
others as well. | believe that winning
people through dhammaismuch better
than conquering them through force.

| am inscribing this message for the
future, so that my son and grandson
should not think @bout war. Instead, they
should try to think about the ways to
spread dhamma.”

(:Dhamma’ is the Prakrit word for
the Sanskrit term ‘ Dharma’).

¢+ How did the Kalinga war bring
about achangeinAshoka'sattitude
towardswar?

+ Why doyou think heinscribed his
feelings about the Kalingawar on
the rocks?
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+ What would have been the impact
of stopping al warson the people
living in the subcontinent?

What wasAshoka' sdhamma?

Ashoka's dhamma did not involve
worship of a god, or performance of
sacrifice. He felt that just as afather tries
to teach his children, he had a duty to
instruct his subjects. He wasaso inspired
by theteachingsof the Buddha.

There were anumber of problems that
troubled him. People in the empire
followed different religions and this
sometimes led to conflict. Animals were
sacrificed. Slaves and servants were ill
treated. Besides, there were quarrels in
familiesand amongst neighbours. Ashoka
feltit washisduty to solvethese problems.
So, he appointed officials, known as the
‘dhammamahamatra’ who went from place
to place teaching people about dhamma.
Besides, Ashokagot hismessagesinscribed
on rocks and pillars, instructing his
officials to read them to those who were
illiterate.

Fig. 11.1: King Ashoka replica of
Kanaganahalli in Karnataka
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Ashoka also sent messengersto spread
ideas about dhammato other lands, such as
Syria, Egypt, Greeceand Sri Lanka.

He built roads, dug wells, and built rest
houses. Besides, he arranged for medical
treatment for both human beings and
animals.

Ashoka’'smessagesto his subjects:

“People perform a variety of rituals
whenthey fall ill, when their children get
married, when children are born, or when
they goon ajourney. Theserituasare not
useful. If instead, people observe other
practices, this would be more fruitful.
What are these other practices?

“They are: being gentlewith davesand
servants, respecting one' selders; treating
all crestureswith compassion; giving gifts
to brahminsand monks.

“It is wrong to praise one’s own
religion or to criticize other’s religion.
Each one should respect the other’s
religion.

“If one praises one's-own religion
while criticising others, one is actually
doing greater harmto one’ sownreligion.

“Therefore, one should try to
understand the main ideas of other’s
religion, and respect it.”

+ What were the problems that
Ashoka wanted to solve by
introducing Dhamma?

¢+ Why do you think slaves and
servants were ill treated? Do you
think the measures taken by the
emperor would haveimproved their
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condition? Give reasons for your
answer.

¢+ What did Ashoka do to spread
dhamma among the common
people?

¢ What did Ashokapromoteinstead
of rituals?

+ Locate the countries mentioned
above on a map and describe the
route from. Patna to these
countries.

Kingdoms and Empiresin the
Deccan

Around the time the Mauryans
conquered the Deccan (from the Godavari
River to the Krishna-Tungabhadra River
valleys), large parts of the region had
developed village settlements and small
townsin which iron tools and other items
were made and sold. In some areas, they
also mined gold and made ornaments.
However, most of the other areasmust have
been forests with hunter-gatherers and
herdersliving in small settlements.

Probably each of these areas was
inhabited mainly by a group of people
closely related to each other through birth
and marriage. Such groupsarecalled clans.
Someimportant personsamong theseclans
may have emerged as powerful headmen
who led them and settled their internal
disputes. They gradually grew wealthy and
powerful, and ruled theclan area.

¢ A large number of these early
towns had strong fortifications.
What threat would they havefaced?
Why do you think they needed this?

+ What similarities between the
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Indo-Gangetic Valley and the
Krishna-TungabhadraValley led to
the establishment of villages and
townsthere?

Soon after the Mauryan empire ended,
many headmen of such clans emerged as
small kings. Among them were the
Satavahanas, who managedtobuild alarge
kingdom which extended from the banks
of the Narmada River to the Krishna-
Godavari delta. The most important
Satavahana kings were Gautamiputra
Satakarni, Vashishtiputra Pulumavi and
Yanasri Satakarni. They ruled for about 200
years around 2000 years ago. Some of
them a so made Dhanyakataka, onthe banks
of river Krishna near Amaravati, their
capital. The Satavahanastried to bring the
various clan headmen and small Kings
under their control, but alowed them to
function within their clan areaswithout any
interference.

Many of these headmen, women of their
families, traders etc. contributed to the
Buddhist Monasteriesand Stupas built in
Amaravati, Bhatiprolu, Vadlamanu etc. The
Satavahana
kings made
large dona-
=8 tionsof land to

% the Brahmins

lands were
made tax free.

collected from them. During this time, §
trade with distant places like Bengal and §
even Rome became very important. We
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and Buddhlst
monks. These

find a large number of coins including
Roman coinsand potsmadein Roman style.
Merchandise was probably transported in
boats along the sea coast and over the
Krishna River to the interior towns like
Amaravati.

Kotilingalain Satavahana Times

Kotilingalaissituated at the confluence
of Peddavagu and river Godavari in Jagitial
district in Telangana upstream side of

Sripada

wm...
was the
capital . of
Asmaka

Project. It

Jengpada, one  gig 11 3; Kotlllngala Coins
of the 16

Mahgana-padasof Anc-ient India. It wasthe
first capital city of Sathavahana dynasty.
During excavations, it yielded a good
number of Silver punch marked Pre
Sathavahana, Sathavahana and Ikshwaku
period coins, valuable antiquities such as
pottery, terracotta figurines, and a large
guantity of ceramic ware. A ring well
constructed with kiln brickswas aso found.
Several coins of Simuka, the founder of
Sathavahana dynasty, and those of other
early rulerslike Kanhaand Satakarni were
found. It had amud fort with several gates
and watch towerson four corners.

Fig. 1.4 Katilingala - Pottery
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Besides, Kotilingala stupas, viharas, B Sometime after the
chaityas of Buddhist monksarefoundat 4% .-ZW2,  end of the Satavahana
Phanigiri, Nelakondapally, Kondapur, & _:;*f,{;-;g% kingdom, lkshvakas
Dhulikata, Peddabankur and Kesaraguttain ’, “%"-‘f’“.‘ .-; o~ ' assumed royal titles
Telanganastate. N 2T % and established a

+ Do you use baked bricksto build
houses? Do you also have ring
wells and underground pipes to
carry dirty water?

+ Have you seen any blacksmith’s
workshop?Describeit intheclass
room.

+ Imagine yourself to be a trader
who is taking products of
Peddabankur to Rome. Write a
story based onit.

How did the headmen of some
clansbecome small kings?

Sonelnscription from Myakadoni
village in Bellary district

¢ Read this stone.inscription,
probably belongingto the period of
Satavahanes.

Inthe 8th year of thereign of theKing
of Satavahanas, Sri. Pulumavi, in his
mahasenapati-Skandanaga’s janapada,
located in Satavahana district, in the
village Vepura headed by Kumaradatta,
a gahapati named Samha, who was a
resident of this village and from the
Kaunta clan got this tank excavated.

1. WhichclanlivedinVepuravillage?
2. Whowasitsheadman?

3. Who wasincharge of the janapada
inwhichthevillagewas situated?

4. Why do you think Gahapati Samva
built thetank?
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kingdom with its
capital in.Vijayapuri,
which was probably
located near Nagarjunakondaon the banks
of river Krishna. The important kings of
this dynasty -are -Shantamula and
Virapurushadatta. Thesekingstriedto bring
together the various headmen and small
chiefs by marrying people from other
tribes. At the same time, they sought to
show their distinctiveness by performing
yagnaslikeAshvamedha, Vg apeyaetc. and
made large donations to Brahmins. They
also claimed to be the descendents of Lord
Rama of the Ramayana. Interestingly, the
women of thelkshvakafamily weredevoted
to Buddhi st saintsand madelarge donations
to the famous Stupa and monasteries of
Nagarjunakonda. A very large monastery
and Stupawere built inthisplace.

Somelmportant Empiresof the
| ndian subcontinent

Kushans

TheKushanasoriginally migrated from
Chinaand gradually established an empire
withitscentrein Afghanistan morethantwo
thousand years ago. The most famous
Kushanaking was K anishkawho ascended
the throne in seventy eight CE. They
controlled alarge territory in present day
Pakistan and India upto Mathura and
Allahabad. Besides large parts of
Afghanistan, the Kushanas also controlled

Fig. 11.5: Vashishtiputra i
Pulumavi portrayed oncoins
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regions upto the Oxus river. They
effectively controlled the major trade
routes passing between India, China, Iran
and Rome. This was the era of great
expansion of trade between these countries
and movement of religious preachers,
scientists and artists. People across these
countries came to know about each other,
their customs, religious and philosophical
thinking, their art and building style besides
of course buying each others’ produce. As
aresult of thistrade, urban centresall over
Indiaexpanded and gold flowed into India.
Thiscan beseeninthelargenumber of gold
coins etc from this period.

ShakaEra

Seventy Eight CE, the year of
ascension of emperor Kanishka
became the beginning of what came
to be called the Shaka Era or
shakabda. Many south Indianstothis
day use this calendar. This era’is
seventy eight years'behind the
Common Erain normal use.

Guptaempire

The Guptadynasty kingsbegantheir rule
of asmall kingdom.in modern Bihar and
within three generations gained control
over most of Northern Indiafrom Gujarat
toBengal and Delhi to present day Madhya
Pradesh. Some of the most famous kings
of this dynasty were Chandra Gupta |,
SamudraGupta, ChandraGuptall, Kumara
Guptaand Skanda Gupta. The Guptakings
are famous for two major new
developments in Indian political system.
Firstly, whenthey conquered anew kingdom
they allowed the old king to continue to
rule on the condition that they accept the
superior status of the Gupta kings and

100 Political Systemsand Governance

follow their orders. Thus, many old
dynasties continued to rulein many aress,
especially in south India despite being
defeated. However, the Guptakingsretained
full control over many partsof NorthIndia.
Secondly, some Guptakings and many of
their subordinate kings and kingsfriendly
to them gavevillagesto Brahminswith full
administrativerights. Thus, thesevillages
did not haveto pay any taxesto theking or
obey the ordersof provincial officerswho
could not even enter these villages.
Brahmins settled in these villages and
performed.yagnas and taught Vedas to
young Brahmins, K shatriyasand Vaishyas.
They taughtlthihasas, Puranastoaall.

Mehrauli pillar

ThefamousMehrauli Iron pillar now
inQutub Minar complex in Delhi was
probably set up by ChandraGuptall
who was also called Vikramaditya.
Thispillar isfamousfor thefact that
it has not rusted despite standing in
open air for the last seventeen
hundred years.

Fig. 11.6: Mehrauli iron pillar
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e Look at the map and find out if
Telangana was ever under Gupta
empire?

+ Why doyouthink the Guptarulers
allowed old rulers of South India
to continueto rule even after being
defeated?

+ Inwhat ways do you think giving
villages to Brahmins would have
helped the Gupta Kings and their

allies?
§ J

The Guptakingswere aso great patrons
of Vedic religious practices like

Ashwamedhasacrifice. They also practised
Puranic traditions, especidly, Vaishnavism
and Shaivism by building templesdevoted
tothevariousavataras of Vishnu, Shivaand
Durgaand making endowmentsfor worship
inthem. Such patronage of Guptakingsis
said to have strengthened the process of
integration of variouselementslike Yagnas,
worship of alarge number of local godsas
manifestation of Shiva, Vishnu or Durga,
templeworship, giftsto Brahmins, etc. into
Hindu religion. The Gupta kings also
patronised and gave grants to Buddhist
stupas like Sanchi stupa and Jaina
monasteries.

Arabian Sea

Lakshadveep :‘

<

Map 2: Gupta Empire 320-550 CE

INDEX

Inner State
[] Outer Satate
(@] Cities

|:| Cities conquered by the Guptas

Bay of Bengal

" TR,
Andaman & Nicobar Islands
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Several beautiful temples were built K eywor ds
during therule of the Guptakingsand some
of them can even be seen today in Deogarh Empire
and Udayagiri in Madhya Pradesh,
Bhitragoan and Eranin Uttar Pradesh. They
contain some of the most beautiful stone Dharmamahamatras
sculpturesmadein India. Whilethesewere
dedicated to Vishnu and Shiva, the Gupta Dhemma
period isalso famous for some of the best Spies
scul ptures of the Buddhafrom Sarnath.

Arthasastra

Yagnas
+  Why doyou think the GuptaKings Monastery
supported Vedic sacrifices, temple
worship and Buddhist and Jaina subcontinent

monasteries?

I mprove your learning

1. What didthelkshvakarulersdoto get acceptance from the various clan headmen?

2. Why do you think Ashokawas aunigueruler?

3. What enabled the establishment of kingdomsin the Deccan 2000 years | SR
ago?

4. ldentify threeriversand two territorial capitalsin map 1?

5. After thewar of Kalinga, King Ashokadecided not to fight any morewars. Do you
think thesetypes of decisions promoteworld peace? How?

6. Locatethefollowingintheworld map.
a Syria b)Egypt c) Greece d)SriLanka €)India

7...Hereditory ruling was prevelant at the time of King Ashoka. How is present ruling
different from that time?

8. Readthe paraunder thetitle* Ashoka s messageto hissubjects and comment onit.
9. Discusswhat werethe socia policiesduring the Gupta period?
Project:

If you find any old inscription in your neighborhood, get some moreinformation
about it.
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CHAPTER

Democratlc Government

L1Y?Q9

Look at the following headlines from newspapers. You will find
reports of governments doing different things. Most of thesesrelate to
managing public affairs of the country.

Government sought to protect

rlghts of unorgamsed workers

Supreme Court can have--'five more judges: Govt
G“"’t for r
€vam mpin stv-hit
POWer sectoy. 15 000 villages declared scarcity
ver

What doesa Gover nment do?

In our times, every country needs a
government to make decisions and get
things done. These decisions can be about
where to build roads and schools, or how
to reduce the price of onions when they
get too expensive or ways to increase the
supply of eectricity. The government also
takes action on many social issues. For
example, it hassevera programmesto help
the poor. It does other important things
such asrunning postal and railway services.
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The government also has the job of
protecting the boundaries of the country
and maintaining good rel ations with other
countries. Itisresponsiblefor ensuring that
al itscitizenshave enough to eat and have
good health facilities. When there are
natural disasters like a cyclone or an
earthquake, it is the government that
mainly organisesaid and assistancefor the
people. If thereisadispute or if someone
has committed a crime, people go to a
court. Courts are also a part of the
government. Perhaps you are wondering
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how governmentsmanagetododl thisand
why itisnecessary for themto do so. When
human beingslive and work together, they
need an organisation to take decisionsfor
their common good. Some rules have to
be made that apply to everyone. For
example, there is a need to control
resources and protect the territory of a
country, so that people can feel secure.
Governments do this on behalf of their
people by exercising leadership, taking
decisions and implementing them among
al the peopleliving in their territory.

+ \Who runsyour school ? S

¢ List a few activities of the
government that you know.

Typesof Gover nment

In Chapter 9, we learnt about_how the =
peopleof atriba society govern themselves % g S e |
— how mae members of different families Fig. 12.3: Supreme Court

of the tribe gather to discussand decide and Some examples of institutions that
how the headman-implements those are a part of the Government.
decisions etc. This sysem works well in
Stuations wherethenumber of people isless.
But do you think it will work if the society
had thousandsor lakhs of families?

What kind of problemswill they face?
Similarly, thiskind of arrangement worked
if all membersof the society had the same
cultural background (religion, caste,
language etc.) as the rules of behaviour
would be agreeabletoall.

However, if a society has people of
different cultures, will it work? Moreover,
the tribal arrangement worked where the
interests, ambitions and life styles of the
peopleweresimilar. Therewere no classes
liketherich and the poor. But in societies
5 i gttt with varying interests and various classes
¥ = like farmers, traders, moneylenders,
Fig. 12.1: Railway station Kachiguda industrialists, workerswithout land or other
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resources, etc, therewould be
so many differencesthat they
would not be ableto arrive at
acommon solution toa
problem.

Fig. 12.4: Modern statue of
Shalivahana king

In historic times, kings, queens and
emperors madethelawsand implemented
themwith the help of armiesand officials.
They also decided where to build roads,
how much tax was to be collected etc. If
people did not. agree with them or did not
follow their‘orders, they punished them.
No one could question their authority and
disobey their orders. Many kingswere not
satisfied withruling their own kingdom and
constantly waged wars to expand their
kingdoms. This form of government is
called monarchy. The monarch (king or
gueen) has the power to make decisions
and runthegovernment. Themonarchsalso
act asthe supremejudgesin al important
casesof dispute. The monarch may havea
small group of people to discuss matters
with but thefinal decision-making power
remains with the monarch. Monarchs do
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not haveto explaintheir actionsor defend
the decisionsthey take.

f

¢ Compare tribal democracy with

monarchy on thefollowing aspects.

. Which of the two systems do you

think respects the opinion of the
people more?

. Which of them do you think can

work inalarge society or asociety
of people with different interests
and customs.?

iii. Which of them has the danger of

therulersbecoming oppressiveand
unjust?

Can you think of a system of
government which can handle the
needs of a large and complex
society and yet not become unjust
or oppressive?

In which system were there more
wars, monarchy or tribal demo-
cracy? Givereasons.

Democratic Government 105



Democratic Governments

One of the ways to accommodate the
views of all kinds of people living in the
society and prevent oppressive and unjust
forcesfrom controlling the government is
the democratic government. It was made
possi ble because of the struggles of people
all over theworld against monarchiesand
their firm resolve to develop a form of
government which will bein harmony with
peopl e swishes.

Today, India is a democratic country.
How do we ensure that our government
functions according to the wishes of the
people who have such divergent cultures
and interests?

There are millions of people living in
our country. The participation by all
citizens in taking decisions may lead to
countless number of opinions. These
processes may consume moretimewithout
arriving at any consensus. Moreover, not
all citizensarein aposition to spend time,
money, and energy for participating in
public affairs. How can we solve this
problem?

the people, by the

Fig. 12.6:
Abraham
Lincoln
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the people.” Think over

" Fig. 12.7: '\/oting in Rural Area: A mark is

We do this with the help of two
principles — ‘representative democracy’
and ‘ruleof themgjority’. Let usunderstand
these two ideas better.

Democratic governments in our times
are usualy referred to as representative
democracies. In representative
Democracies, people choose their
representatives through an election
process. A village, for example, will have
about two to fivethousand people. It is
divided into different wards consisting of
about a hundred or two hundred persons.
Each ward-will elect one person to
represent them. All adultsover 18 years of
age, whethermen or women, rich or poor,
literate or illiterate, irrespective of their
religion or language, vote in these
elections. The person who getsthelargest
number of votes becomes the

representative of the entire group. These
elected representatives meet and make
decisions on behalf of the entire
popul ation.

ined‘democrecy’ as

S —

put on the finger to make sure that a person
casts only one vote
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Representative Democracy

Fig. 12.8: Representative Democracy

Thus, a free and fair election of
representatives is the basis of our
democratic system. Prior to the elections,
people are expected to think and discuss
the issues on which a government has to
act. Different personsor partiesadvocating
different points of view openly discuss
their views. Thiswill enable thevotersto
decide on the candidate they would liketo
represent them. The representatives are
expected to stick to the viewpoints
expressed by themand keep the promises
made by them. They are also expected to
consult the people from time to time to
know about their view pointsand
problems. Therepresentativesare
elected forafixed period, usually
for five years. After that, fresh
electionsare conducted and people
elect their representatives once

agan.

¢ Why do you think is it
important for peopleto know
the views of the different
candidatesin elections?
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¢ What will happen if the
representatives are elected
forever?

+ Doyouthink it ispossiblefor the
representatives to go against the
wishes and interests of the people
who elected them?

Asyou may have noted, the el ection of
the representatives is done by a ssmple
majority.

Thismeans, theonewho getsmorevotes,
even if itisadifference of one vote, will
get elected. Thosewho voted for the other
candidateswill haveto accept thisand abide
by the decision of the magjority.

Similarly, most decisions of the el ected
representatives are validated based on the
same principle of mgjority. If adecisionis
supported by more than half of the
members, it will beimplemented.

Example: If therearetwenty members
in a village panchayat and a proposal is
supported by just eleven persons, it will be
passed and implemented even if nine
members opposed it. Thus, modern

Fig. 12.9: Mass demonstration against price rise
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democracies do not try to get a complete
agreement of everyone on any issue but go
by the decision of the magority.

Many peoplebelievethat by thissystem
of ignoring theviewsof theminority (those
who are less in number), our democratic
system can become oppressive for them.

+ Doyouthink the above mentioned
statement is correct? Discusswith
the help of some examples.

¢ Form a Students' Council (Bal
Parishad) in the class and form
rulesof behaviour intheclass. Try
both asysteminwhich all students
participate in decision making and
a system in which students elect
representativesto the Council. Let
al the children prepare their own
reports of this experience. |

. =4

Checkson elected
representatives

How do we ensure that the elected
representatives do not become oppressive
or ignoretheinterestsof the minority who
do not agree with them?

In a democracy, the authority of the
people who get elected is aso regulated
by certain principleswhich arestatedinthe
constitution of the country. If they go
against these principlesor procedures, the
courtscan disallow their decisions. Those
who disagree with the elected
representatives can freely express their
views and criticise their actions. This can
be donethrough meetings, TV, newspapers,
efc.
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Equality and democr acy

Democracy requires that all people —
men and women, literate and illiterate, rich
and poor, beggars and officers, spare
some time to understand public matters. It
aso requiresthat they have accessto dl the
required information about theactivities of
the government so that they can take proper
decisions. It further requires them to
exercise their vote with freedom and
without any interference. Unfortunately,
thisis not aways completely possible in
most of the countries. For example, many
people do not have even the minimum
education needed to read newspapers.
M ost of the peopleare not using the Right to
Information Act effectively to check the
functioning of different systems. Its
effective use ensures proper functioning of
the machinery. Many people, especially
women and the poor, just do not have the
timeor facility to take part in these public
matters—they are either too busy earning
their livelihoods or working for their
families. In many cases, the powerful or
the rich try to influence the voting by
forcing the people or by giving them small
gifts before the elections. Sometimes,
people are persuaded not to decide for
themsalvesbut vote according totheir caste
or religion. All these factors prevent
people from using their democratic right
of voting after giving due consideration to
theissuesand candidates.

+ Find out from your parents about
the problems they see in the
electoral system and prepare a
report for your class. Discuss in

Social Studies
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Map 3: Government at District Level

E District Head Quarters
E District Boundary
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right candi% A

" your classand find solutions fo problems. What do you understand by '
‘inequality’ ? lllustrate with ples.

¢ What doyou thi ethe main interferencesfaced by peoplein choosing the

J

Gover nment at different levels

The government works at different
levels: at'thelocal level, at thelevel of the
state and at the national level. The local
level meansthe government inyour village,
town or locality; the state level government
worksfor an entire state like Telangana or
Assom; and the government at the national
level represents and works for the entire
country. Later in this book, you will read
about how local level government functions
and when you go to the next classes you
will learn about how governmentsfunction
at the state and central levels.
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Organise three or four teams of
students and give each of them one of the
following themes to perform arole play
or askit:

p

: : N

¢ An election meeting and
discussions with the candidates.

¢+ How people who may not have
proper information take their
decisions regarding voting.

+ Difference between democratic
and monarchic government.

¢ How rich and powerful peoplein
the villages try to influence the

voters.
\_ J
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Keywords

Democracy Monarchy Congtitution Elections

Decision making Representative

| mprove your learning

1. Discussthe similarities and differences between the governmentsin
aGond tribe and amodern democracy.

2. Isit possible to include the opinions of the minority in taking a |#E:
decision? Discuss with some exampl es. e

3. Imagine how your school would beif it wasrun by all thestudentsand
teachers together? Would you want everyone to participate in taking decisions or
would you liketo elect representatives? Give reasons.

4. Doyou think the decision makinginyour houseisdemocratic? Doeseveryone have
asayinit?

5. Gopal’s father consulted all the members of the family on setting up a shop but
everyone had adifferent opinion. Finally, he decided to set up the shop. Do you think
hewas democratic?

6. Mary’smother asked her children wherethey wanted to go on Sunday. Two children
wanted to watch a film and three wanted to go to the park. If you werein Mary’s
mother’s place, what decision would you take? Givereasons.

7. Classify thefollowing as per the levels of government (Central, State, Local): MP,
MLA, Sarpanch, Mayor, CM and PM.

8. Collect news regarding activities of your loca M.P, M.L.A and Ministers from
Newspapers:

9. Draw the outline map of India, observing the map givenin thischapter.

Project:

1. Look at the newspapers of thelast seven daysand collect news about the activities
of the government. Stick them on alarge sheet or notebook. Makealist of activities
of the government you find in these clippings. Discussthislist inthe classto get an
ideaof all thethings done by the government.

2. Consult any 10 people of your village who have right to vote and collect the
information of the particularsthey consider whileelecting acandidatein Elections.
Write areport and discusson it in the classroom.
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CHAPTER

13

Providing publicamenities

In a village, a hand pump needs to be
repaired. Inanother part of thevillage, drainage
water isspilling over and the road is muddy.
Who will solve these problems? Whether it
is roads, hand pumps or dreetlights, they
belong to people in the village as a whole.
They are cdled public amenities. Who will
provide these amenities? Who has to take
care of their maintenance? For this
purpose, we have panchayats in rura arees
andmunicipaitiesinurbanaress.

+ Namethe public amenitiesin your
locality.

¢ Discuss in your class the various
schemes implemented by your
panchayat or municipality.

Democr acy at thevillagelevel

All the public amenities can be provided
by the government departments. But they
follow orders from higher ups and
eventually from the authoritiesin the state
capital. In such an arrangement, the people
of the village will have no say or role.
Further, the needs of the villagers are best
understood by them and they can also solve
their problems more easily than others.
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More important than al this is enabling
ordinary people of thewillages to
participatein public affairs. That iswhy we
have elected village panchayats and
municipalities to provide basic amenities
at thelocal level.

At the base of thissystem of democratic
functioning would be the ‘gram sabha’
consisting of all thevotersinavillage. The
gram sabha is expected to review the
functioning of the gram panchayat and
participatein taking decisionsabout village
welfare. All thevillagerselect the members
of thegram panchayat and the sarpanchwho
conducts the day to day work of the

panchayat.
Gram Sabha

In the last chapter, we read about
democratic government and the need to
ensure participation of al peopleinpublic
affairs. While it is not possible for all
people to participate in state level or
national level decision making, it is
possible at the village level. Thisis done
through the Gram Sabhaor assembly of al
thevillagerswho arevoters. Wehave begun
experimenting with thisarrangement in our
country during thelast few years.
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Kanakamma is keen to attend the
Gram Sabha as she has been informed
that she will get coupons which will
enable her to get her ration card. Shedid
not know what the meeting was for and
what would happen. Out of the 70
persons in the meeting, 20 were women
who had come to get their coupons like
Kanakamma. The sarpanch began the
meeting and read out a report of the work
done by the panchayat in the last year
and the work that it was proposing to
take up in the coming year. He ended by
telling the people, “1 hope all of you
approve of this.” The people had not
listened to it carefully and every one
clapped their hands. Then heread out the
list of peoplewho are‘ below poverty line
(BPL) who would be dligible for various
kinds of government assistance.

As soon as he compl eted, Kanakamma
stood up and asked that her name be
included in the list as she had no land or
other employment or resources. The
sarpanch promised to look into this.
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Fig. 13.1: Gram Sabha

Kanakamma felt happy that she
had participated in the Gram
Sabha. In the end, the coupons
were distributed to the women
who needed a ration card.

Thisis probably an example
of the gram sabhastaking place
today. People do not get proper
information about themeetings
and very few people come for
them. Those who come take
littleinterest inthe proceedings.
However, democracy requires
active participation of all the
villagersinthe gram sabhas. All
people should discussthereport
of the previous year’s work and say
whether thework wasactudly doneand was
satisfactory. They also need to discussthe
proposed work for the next year and say if
any other work needs to be done, or what
isthe best way to do it. When the lists of
BPL people are read out, all people have
to ensurethat only genuinely poor get the
benefit of the schemes. Smilarly, the Gram
Sabhas have to oversee the work being
done under Mahatma Gandhi National
Rural Employment Guarantee Act
(MNREGA) and other schemes.

But in practice, the Gram Sabhadoes not
meet or the few peoplewho participate do
not take activeinterest in the proceedings.

"« Ifyouliveinavillage, discusswith |
your parents as to how the gram
sabhasfunction. Find out if people
get information about the meeting
in advance, how many men and
women come for the meeting,

whether people from the other
& J
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hamlets of the panchayat comefor
the meetings, if theissuesthat are
to be discussed in the meetings
(agenda) are announced
beforehand, whether theissuesare
discussed by thevillagers properly
or just approved.

+ Why do you think these pointsare
necessary for the healthy
functioning of Panchayati Raj
democracy?

+ Canyouwritesomesogansasking
people to participate in the gram
sabhas?

For mation of Gram
Panchayats

Gram panchayats are formed through
elections.This elections are conducted by
state election commission.

Voters List

All resdents of a village who are 18
yearsold or abovehavetoenroll their names
in the voters list. Usudly, a government
employee visits every house to check
whether there are any changes in the list.
They also invite suggestions for
additions or deletionsto theligt.

o Can you think of somereasonswhy
additionsor deletionsto the voters
list become necessary?

¢ Find out if all members of your
family who areabove 18 yearsare
enrolled in the voterslist.

¢ Find out from your teacher who
updatesthelist and when.
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Wards

A villageisusually divided into afew
‘wards’ (streetsor colonies) in such away
that all thewardshave almost equal number
of voters. Each ward elects one member to
the village panchayat, called ‘Ward
Member’. This ensures that people from
all localitiesof thevillage are represented.
A panchayat will have at least five ward
membersand may haveasmany as21 ward
members. Any person who is 21 years or
above can contest the election. Asper State
Election Commission decision those who
are contesting as sarpanch and ward
members should deposit sum amount.

Reservationsin Gram Panchayats

It isoften very difficult for women to get
elected asward member or sarpanch. These
bodies are therefore dominated by men. As
a result, the needs and views of haf the
population go unrepresented. Keeping
these problemsin mind, it hasbeen decided
by the Parliament that 50% of al panchayat
ward members and sarpanches will be
women and their places are reserved for
them.

Similarly, thereisareservation policy
for SCe/ STY BCsto ensure that persons
from all sectionsof the society get elected
to the panchayat. Thus, panchayatsfunction
asrepresentative institutions of al people
intherural areas.

Elections

Normally, electionsto Gram panchayats
takeplaceoncein every fiveyears. During
theseelections, every voter caststwo votes
—oneto el ect theward member and another
to el ect the sarpanch. The person who gets
the maximum votesisdeclared el ected.
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If you live in avillage, find out the
following:

¢ How many ward membersarethere
inyour panchayat?

¢+ How many votersaretherein your
house?

¢ Inwhichwardisyour house?
¢ Nameyour ward member.

Find out from your parents about
who stood for electionsfrom your
ward and what happened during the
last elections. Present your
findingsintheclass.

Sar panch, Upa-Sar panch and
Secretary

The sarpanch is the head of the Gram
Panchayat. He has the responsibility of
implementing all the decisions of the
panchayat and |ooking after the day to day
working of the panchayat. The sarpanchis
elected directly by the voters residing
within the village. The sarpanch is also
responsiblefor theincome and expenditure

of the panchayat. Assuch, the sarpanch has
alot of responsibility. Inmany villages, we
see some active sarpanches who have
changed thefate of their villages.

Upa-Sar panch: The sarpanch and ward
members elect one of the ward members
asthe deputy or upa-sarpanch. The upa-
sarpanch acts in the absence of the
sarpanch.

Secretary a@ ive Officers
Each hasaSecretary,
ment employee. His/
maintain accounts and
s of the meetings. Major
ats, which have highincome,

have an executive officer
appointed by the government.

What does a Panchayat do?

Thevillage panchayats are responsible
for provision of public amenities like
mai ntenance of village roads, construction
and maintenance of drains, supply of
drinking water, street lighting, cleaning

streets, running ration shops
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Fig. 13.2: Model Ballot and Voter I.D.
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measuresinthevillage.
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Several states have
given more powers and
functions to the gram
panchayats. However,
somestateslike Telangana
have not given several
important functions to
them. Some of themrelate
to control over markets
and fairs, land impro-
vement, minor forest
produce, small scale
industries, housing for
weaker sections, electri-
fication, programmes for
weaker sections, PHCs and dispensaries
etc. Unless such functions are aso given
over to the gram panchayats, they cannot
really address the problems faced by the
villagers and effectively plan the
development of thevillages.

A meeting of the panchayat takes place
every month. For each meeting, at |east half
of the members of the panchayat should
be present. Otherwise, the meeting will
haveto be cancelled. The meeting usually
begins by reading out thereport of the last
meeting (thisiscalled * minutes of the last
meeting’). Then, the sarpanch hasto report
aboutal thework doneduring the previous
month and how much money was spent on
them. In case the membersfeel that some
work was not properly done, they can
discuss it. The ward members can also
propose new work for their wards or
enquire about non-compl etion of approved
work.
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Fig. 13.3: Gram panchayat meeting ’r:!....., J
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Every year, before the month of April,
proposals from different wards are
discussed and abudget isprepared for them.
The sarpanch and the Executive Officer
check if funds are available for these
proposals. After this, theannual plan of the
panchayat isprepared and discussed inthe
Gram Sabha and finalised after
incorporating their suggestions. This
finalised plan is submitted to Mandal and
Zilla parishads for approval and sanction
of funds. After thefunds arereceived, the
sarpanch startsthework and supervisesits
completion.

It is often seen that in many panchayats,
thesarpanchesprepareplansontheir own and
get them approved without much
discussion. Then, thefundsallocated for the
work may be misappropriated, asvery few
people know about the plan, budget and
actual work done. For thisreason, it is
necessary that all membersof the panchayat
participate in the planning and oversee the
implementation of the programmes.
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+ Gotoyour panchayat and find out
when the last meeting took place
and what wasdiscussed init.

¢+ Why do you think is it necessary
for at |east half the membersto be
present in al the meetings of the
panchayat?

+ What would you suggest for the
annual plan of your ward?

Fundsfor thework of
Gram Panchayats

Where do the gram panchayats get funds
fromto carry out their programmes?

Gram panchayats havethe power to levy
some minor taxesinthevillagesincluding
housetax and land cess. They get about one
third of their income from these sources.

However, for abulk of their resources,
they depend upon grantsfrom thestate and
the central governments, whichismeant for
the implementation of specific progra-
mmes. Some funds are made available
under the Mahatma Gandhi National Rural
Employment GuaranteeAct (MGNREGA).

From the experiences of the gram
panchayats, itemergesthat thesefundsare
far from sufficient for any substantial
development of the villages. Panchayats
have very little funds for the work they
themselves plan and decide upon.

Mandal Parishad and Zilla
Parishad

In the previous section, we read about
gram panchayat. About 20 gram panchayats
come under a Mandal Parishad. All the
Mandal Parishadsin thedistrict comeunder
the Zilla parishad. The members of the
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Fig. 13.4:AJaamma getting award of Nirmala
Grama Puraskar from Pratibha Patil President

Mandal Parishad Territorial Constituencies
(MPTCs) are elected directly by the
villagersand somearenominated. TheZilla
Parishad members too are similarly
elected. The ZillaParishad and theMandal
Parishad coordinate the activities of the
panchayatsin the district and the mandal,
approve their plans and coordinate the
allocation of funds.

Jangamma of Hazipally

Hazipaly is a small village in Ranga
Reddy District. Jangamma, the sarpanch,
led the panchayat to build several concrete
roads and underground drains. She
persuadedall thevillagersto build latrines
in their houses, schools, anganwadi and
gram panchayat. The panchayat under her
leadership built water storage tanks to
providedrinking water to theentirevillage.
Apart from this, the village has an
underground drainage system likethecity.
The panchayat has also ensured all the
eligible benefits from the schemes
intended for them. In recognition of these

of India (2008)
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efforts, Hazipally received the
‘SHUBRAM’ award in November 2008
from the state government and Nirmala
Grama Puraskar in December 2008 from
Mrs. PratibhaPatil, the President of India.
(Note: These awards are given to villages who
have built toiletsin every house and office/ school
and have completely stopped open defecation.
Many villages of the state have received these
awards. Find out about such villages in your
area.)

¢ ldentify the public amenities
availablein Hazipaly.

* What isspecial about theroadsand
drainagesof Hazipally?

¢ What is the condition of latrines,
drainage and water supply inyour

village and school ? )

Arethereany villageswhich conduct
Gram Sabha successfully?

There are many villages which have
succeeded in involving the people in
participatory development programmes
through the Gram Sabha.

In Telangana, Gangadevipalli of
Warangal Rural District, Rama -
chandhrapuram of 33
Karimnagar Distr-ict
and Ankapur of
Nizamabad District
are some of the
success  stories.
Similarly, Hiware
Bazar of Ahmadnagar
district in Maha-
rashtra is a good
example.
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Gangadevipalli Panchayat

Through the Gram Sabhas, eighteen
different committees were formed in
Gangadevipali villagelike Drinking Water
Committee, Sanitation Committee, Health
Committee, Communications Committee
etc. These committeesare providing good
services to the villagers. This village has
attained:

+ 100% enrolment in'schools
+ 100% literacy

+  Supply of protected drinking water to
all families

¢ Observance of family planning by all
eligible couples

¢ Vaccinationof al children

¢ 100% families enrolled in bank
saving schemes

¢ Total sanitationinthevillage

¢ Completeban ontheconsumption of liquor

Every villager would definitely find a
role on at least one of the 18 committees.

Any issue of development of thevillagehas
to be necessarily discussed in the Gram
Sabha. All are bound by the resol utions of
the Gram Sabha
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¢ In which district is Gangadevipalli?

¢ How many committees were formed in Gangadevipalli?

¢ Whatis your opinion about Gangadevipalli panchayat?

¢ Why did Gangadevipalli panchayat turn successful?

¢ How do you compare your Gram panchayat with that of Gangadevipalli?

Keywords

Gram sabha Public Amenities Election Local self-Government

Improve your learning

1. Suppose you are a representative in your local government body, what
issues would you raise?

2. Do you think common people are able to participate in the process
of decision making in your panchayat or municipality? Give some
examples to illustrate your answer.

Q7T9H3

3. Whydo you think only a few people attend the Gram Sabha meeting?

4.  Why are BPL lists read out in the Gram Sabha meetings?

5. Find out about the problems being faced by dalit panchayat members and Sarpanches
in your area and write a short essay about it.

6. Do you think Panchayats should raise more tax from the village to carry out
development works or depend upon government funds?

7. What challenges do dedicated sarpanches face?

8.  Collect and tabulate the particulars of Ward Members, Deputy. sarpanch, sarpanch,
and Village Secretary of your gram panchayat.

9. Read the para under the title ‘Gangadevipalli Panchayat’ of this chapter and write
your comments.

Project:

1. ~ Invite the sarpanch or President of the Mandal Parishad to the school to discuss
the functioning of the panchayat system. Prepare some questions to ask them about
the functioning of the panchayats.

2.  Interact with your ward member/ sarpanch to understand their work. Prepare a poster
on some important works of the panchayat and display it in the school.

3. How do you feel when you find Litter in the surroundings of your school? Divide
into groups for the school’s cleanliness and plantation of trees and conduct the
programme ‘Clean and Green’ by each group a day.
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L ocal Saf-Government
In Urban Areas

" -
YIREED

Look at the illustration of a city given below. What do yeu think are
the differences between villages and cities? What kinds of \public‘amenities
are needed and available in cities? What are the different sources of
livelihood of people in urban areas? What kind of amenities do such
works require? Discuss these points in the class.

Fig. 14.1: A view of a city

Townsand citiesare placeswherelarge
number of peoplelive. Roadsin many parts
of the cities are wider and busier. There
aremore shops, vehicles, and industriesin
cities. They requirealot moreplanning and
amenities than in rural areas. Moreover,

every year more and more people are
shifting to townsin search of employment
and livelihood. So, the size of thecitiesis
growing day by day and new coloniesare
coming up constantly. Many of these
coloniesareintheform of sumsinwhich

Social Studies



a large number of poor people live and
work. They should be assured of water and
electricity supply, transport, schools and
hospitals. A major problem in citiesisthe
disposal of waste materialsor garbage and
drainage.

Thus, providing public amenities in
townsand citiesisavery complex job and
needs a large organisation. This
organisationiscalled Municipality. There
are three kinds of municipal bodies
depending upon the size of the population:

Nagar Panchayat: 20,000 to 40,000
people; Municipal Council: 40,000 to
3,00,000 people; Municipal Corporation:
More than 3,00,000 people.

Formation of Municipalities

Like the village panchayats, the
municipalities too are formed through
elections. Urban areas are also divided into
wards and divisons. People are elected as
representatives. These representatives are
caled Councillors in municipa towns and
corporatorsin Corporation cities. Apart from
theward Councillors, thereareaso Mayors,
or Chairpersons, who headtheinditutionlike
the Sarpanchesin the Panchayats do. Asper
Election Procedure followed to elect Gram
Sarpanchthecharman and mayor aredected
directly by theenrolled votersof muncipdity
and corporation.

¢ Therulesof electionswith regard
tothemunicipalitiesaresimilar to
that of panchayat. Compare the
information given about Panchayat
and correct the wrong statements
given below:

i. Electionstothemunicipalitiesare
held every fiveyears.
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Fig. 14.2: EVM (Electronic Voting Machine)

ii. Voter should be 18 years or older.

iii. There.is only one representative
for each ward.

iv. Hisor her nameislistedinthevoter
. list of a particular ward of the
| village.

v. All ward representativesare men.

vi. Anyone above the age of 21 can
contest the elections.

+ With the help of your teacher,
identify Municipal Councils or
Municipal Corporations in your
district.

How doestheM unicipality
work?

The municipality has a lot of tasks to
perform like water supply, street lighting,
maintaining and building roads, drainage
and garbage disposal, running schools,
ration shops, hospitals among others
besides taking up new developmental
works. Now, all this cannot be done by a
few people or by the Corporators or
Councillors alone. Hence the munici-
palitiesemploy alarge number of workers,
officers, clerks and accountants. Each
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municipality hasanumber of departments,
headed by an officer who isresponsiblefor
the proper working of that department.

For example, therewill beawater supply
department, electricity department,
education department and garbage disposal
department in every municipality.

You may bewondering asto what isthe
work of the Councillors. Actually, the
Councillors stay in touch with the people
of theward to understand their needs, and
problems and discuss them in the
municipality meetings. In order to ensure
that all these different kinds of work are
properly thought about, the municipality
has a number of committees and the
Councillors are assigned to these
committees. Thework of these committees
is to review the functioning of the
municipality department, and plan new
works to be undertaken. They prepare
proposals, which are discussed in the
municipality meetings and passed. These
decisions are implemented by the officers
and employees of the municipality.

The ward Councillors ensure that the
needs of their wards are placed before the
council whendecisionsaretaken. They aso
stay in touch with the people of the ward
who may taketheir problemsto them. Let
us look at an example of how people of a
ward can solve their problems by
approaching their ward Councillor.

¢ Can you distinguish between the
functions of municipalities and
panchayats?

+ How dothedepartmentshelpinthe
work of the municipalities?

+ What committeesdo you setup for
the running of your school ?
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Fig. 14.3: submission of a letter
to authorities for sanitation

A community representation

Yasmin Khala said, “ Earlier even our
colony used to have garbage lying all
over, and if it remained uncollected, it
would attract dogs, ratsand flies. People
also got ill because of the smell. The
women were very unhappy about the
situation. Then it was Gangabai who said
that we should meet the Ward Councillor
and protest since we elected him. She
gathered a small group of women and
went to hishouse. He came out and asked
them what was wrong. Gangabai
described the situation of the locality to
him. He promised to go with them the
next day to meet the Commissioner. He
asked Gangabai to get a petition signed
by all theadultsinthelocality saying that
garbage was not being collected. That
evening children ran from house to house
making sure that as many families as
possible signed the petition.

The next morning a large group of
women along with the Ward Councillor
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went to the Municipal Corporation office.
The Commissioner met with this large
group and said that he did not have
enough trucks. Gangabai replied, “ But
you seemto have enough trucksto collect
garbage from the other localities.”

He promised that he would take care
of it immediately. “ If it was not done in
two days, protest would continue” said
Yasmin Khala.

“ Sodidthe streets get cleaned?” asked
Rehana, who never let things remain
unfinished. Yes, from that day onward,
sanitation service in this locality became
regular.

= What should ward Councillorsdo h
to ensure that all amenities are
working properly intheir wards?

+ |fyoufind garbagepiled upinfront
of your house, what would you do?

J

Fundsfor theMunicipalities
Municipalitieslevy anumber of taxes—

Sub-contracting of Work

Several municipalities across the
country are hiring contractors to
collect and process garbage. This
is called Sub-Contracting. This

meansthat thework that w ier
being doneby municipality w
is now being don ivate

company. Collecting garbage is
guite a danger d the
authoriti that contract
workers hav cess to safety
measur oves and masks

whi
'

"« Ifyoulivein atown, find out how )

many people work in the munici-
pality and how many are employed
through contractors. What kind of
problems do they face?

+ Why do municipalities prefer to

give out work on sub-contract?
\_ y,

Municipal Workers

like tax on houses,
water and street light
taxes, taxes on shops
and film~ tickets.
However, the income
from these taxesisnot
enough forthework of
themunicipalities. So,
they depend upon
grants from the
government. The |
government allots
funds for different
projects (like constru-
ction of roads) and for
theregular work of the
municipalities.
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| Let us read about a
day in the life of a
Municipal worker:

It was Monday
morning, 5a.m. Chinna
did not want to get up
and go for work.
Yesterday she had no
|| work, because it was

*| Sunday. But that means
there will be more
sweeping and more
bins to clean. All those
g _ living in Starlight
% : | colony too had their
holidays and have
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thrown more waste in the bins. The street
will have morewrappersand plastic bags
that were thrown away after their
shopping. The more the waste those
people throw, the harder it becomes for
Chinna to sort them out. Her own colony
had no dustbins, only garbage heap. Her
hutment, which is next to the drainage
pipe coming from other parts of the city,
was leaking. Dirty water stagnates near
the hand pump.

Chinna barely managed to collect
water for the house, and clean herself up.
And there is Nazma already at her door.
“Hurry up! If we do not reach Sarlight
colony in another 10 minutes and start
cleaning, we will miss the truck that
comes at 6:45.” Chinna, drank some hot
water, shook her daughter’s shoulders
and told, “ | am leaving for work, do not
be late to school.”

Chinna and Nazma, walked all theway
to Sarlight colony. They collected the
brooms and the cart from their regular
place. The old cart was making all sorts
of noise. Both of them moved along the
road sideand began to sweep. Therewere
all sorts of waste. The dustbins were
overflowing just in one day. People had
thrown their waste outside the dustbins.
In many places, people had left the waste
in the open

Sweeping the street is one part of the
work. After piling up the waste, they have
to load it into the truck. They often
handpick the plastic bags, bottles, milk
pouches, etc. from kitchen waste,
vegetable peels, bones and other bio-

124  Political Systemsand Governance

degradable material. Some years ago,
with much fanfare, there were green waste
bins and blue waste bins in the street
corners. It wasthought that people would
separatetheir waste. For about threefour
weeks at least some people threw. their
waste after segregation. But now Chinna
and Nazma have to do this.. They were
also given some cartsto carry around the
waste. Chinna knows that many people
consider their profession unclean.
Although themunicipal workerscleanthe
entire city to-make it inhabitable to the
people-living there, they are still not
treated properly.

Apart from sweepers, there are also
truck drivers and other helpers who are
employed by the Contractor. All the waste
from different parts of the city is dumped
at the allotted places.

¢ Where does Chinna work? Who
employs her? What are the
different activitiesthey havetodo,
for cleaning the colony?

+ |Isthework of Chinnaand Nazma
respected by all the people in
society?

+ What do you feel about thiswide
difference between the two
colonies?

¢ Draw animaginary illustration of
the two colonies.
Vemulawada Nagara
Panchayat: A case study

VemulawadaisaNagara Panchayat in
RajannaDigtrict. It has20 wardsand it was
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amajor gram panchayat until 2011. The
Raja Rajeshwara Swami templeisawell
known pilgrim centre. Thetempl e attracts
alarge number of pilgrimsand specia care
istaken by thetempleauthoritiesto ensure
its premises are kept clean.

Something unigque about thetownisits
drinking water supply system. Itiscalled
AkashaGanga. It began in the year 2003.
These are overhead pipes. Under the
Swajaladhara scheme, these pipelines
connect 10-15 households. Fivethousand
households have been connected in this
manner. Water is supplied to the houses
onevery adternateday.

Thecity also makessurethat garbageis
collected every day. Workersare provided
with wheel-carts, gloves, masks and
uniforms. They also use hydraulic dumper
bins, trolly auto rickshaws, tractors etc. to
collect thegarbageand dumpitintheyard.
Thisyardisfivekilometresaway fromthe
town. Itisthelr proposal to separate plastic
from other waste and thewasteisto beused
for power generation.

Most households have been provided
with personal latrines. These were
constructed through collaboration between
non governmental organisations and
government funds.

S v s St R
Fig. 14.5: Drinking water supp
in a municipality

ly
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Another facility created by the city is
marking out a special place in the rivulet
for celebrationsof Bathukamma. Thecity
ensures the safety of the people and
lighting isarranged in the area during the
festive season.

"9 SN

Fig. 14.6: Pipe lines for drinking
water (Akasha Ganga)

Fig. 14.7: Batukamma Teppa

Keywords

Sdf-Government
Municipal council
Municipa corporation
Sub contracting
Bio-degradablemateria
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| mprove your learning

1. Howisgarbage collectedinyour locality? What happenstoit?

2. What arethe public amenities provided by amunicipality but not
by aPanchayat?

3. Ifyouliveinatown, preparealist of work doneby the municipaity
inyour ward during the last two years.

4. Pochamma says that her street tap gives water only for half an hour and several
people queue up tofill their buckets. What would you advise her to doto solvethis
problem?

5. Xavier repairs street lights. He is employed by an electricity contractor who is
engaged by the municipality. Xavier wasinjured duetoelectric shock. He could not
work for two months. He did not get any wagesfor this period and was dismissed by
his contractor. What would you advise him to do?

What are the services of muncipality in helping the poor?
How do you differentiate the village from the city?

What do you likethe most incitiesand villages?

© © N o

L ocate the different Municipalatiesin your district map.

10. Frameafew questionsto ask thelocal Corporator/ Councillor to know the details of
work done by the Municipality.

11. Readthelast paraof page124 (‘ Apart from sweepers.......... allotted places’) read
and comment onit.

12. Some peopleexpecting that the Municipality hasto provideall the public amenities
at lower cost. Whileother think that the Municipalitiesshould also providedignified
working conditionsfor those who work for it. Write your arguments.

Project:

1. Vistany amenity provided by the nearby municipality like bus stand, hospital, schooal,
market, public toilets, etc. and prepare areport on their condition. Prepare aposter
onthem.

2. Interview two municipa workersand prepare aposter ontheir daily scheduleand the
problemsthey face.

3. Callect newsclippingsfrom newspapers on theworking of municipalitiesfor aweek
and prepare asummary of thereports.
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Diversity in Our

Society

In the earlier chapters we saw how the land on which we live is so
varied and that the life of people is so diverse. Diversity, iSpprésent not
only between different places but within your ownglassroomandlocality!

Diversity in our neighbourhood

L ook around yourself in the classroom.
Do you seeanyonewho looks exactly like
you? In this chapter, you will learn that
people are different from each other in
many ways. Not only do they |ook different
but they might also be long to different
regional, cultural or religious backgrounds.
Thesedifferencesenrich our livesinmany
waysand also makethem morefun!

All these people with different
backgrounds, religionsand cultureshelpto
make India so interesting and so diverse.
What doesdiversity add to our lives?How
did Indiabecome so diverse?Areall kinds
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of differences a part of diversity? Read
this chapter to find answers to some of
these questions.

Look at these pictures. Three children of
your age have drawn these figures.
Use the empty space to draw a human
figure.
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Is your drawing similar to any of the
others? The chancesarethat your drawing
Is quite different from the other three.
Thisis because each of usis unique and
also has one's own drawing style.

Fill up thefollowing information about
yourself:

1. When | go out, | like wearing

2. At home, | speak in ...................

language.
3. My favourite sport s
4. |likereading .........cceceeneee. books.

Now, with the help of your teacher, find

out how many of you havesimilar answers.  z
Isthere anyone whose list matches yours WA \

exactly? Probably not. But many of you
may have similar answers. Discussthem.
Forexample, how many like reading the
samekind of books? How many languages
are spoken in your neighbourhood?
Through this exercise you might have
recognised the many waysinwhichyou are
quitelike some ofyour classmatesand the
other waysinwhichyou aredifferent from
them.

Makingfriends

Doyou think it would be easy for you
to makefriendswith someonewhoisvery
different from you? Read the following
story:

Suman’s mother runs a vegetable shop
onthebusy crossing in ikarabad. Suman
assistshis mother intheshop andiscalled
“Veegetable Suman’ by everyone.

128 Social Organisation and Inequities

One day, a boy of his age came riding
acycleand stopped at the shop. Veegetable
Suman asked ‘Kya chahiye? The boy
who was in school uniform said ‘Lady’s
fingers half kg.” ‘Boleto bhendi adha
kilo? \Vegetable Suman said. The boy
nodded. He took the vegetables, paid
money and went away on his cycle.

"I/n»

Fig. 15.1: Suman at vegetable shop

The next day, the school boy came to
the vegetable shop again. Vegetable
Suman smiled at him and said,
‘Bhayyakyachahiye’? The school boy
smiled in reply and asked, ‘What
vegetables do you have?' ‘Kaddu, Turai,
Bhendi, Tamatar, Alu, pyaz..’, said
Vegetable Suman. The school boy asked
him, ‘ Don’'t you know Telugu? Where are
you from?’ ‘Hum Bihar kehain. Mere
gharmae Hindi boltaehaina. | know
Telugu thoda, thoda,’ replied theboy. The
school boy asked him ‘What is your
name' ? Viegetable Suman said, ‘ My name
isSuman. They call me Vegetable Suman’!
‘Oh! My name is also Suman’, said the
school boy and shook Suman’s hand.
Both of them became friends after this.
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On Sundays, when the boys would play
cricket, student Suman would invite
vegetable Suman to play with them.
Vegetable Suman was a very good fiel der.
He would joke that he practiced by not
letting the vegetables fall or roll on the
ground!

Some weeks later, when student Suman
met vegetable Suman he found the
shopkeeper very upset. “‘What happened' ?
he asked. ‘ The municipality people are
asking us to vacate this place saying that
thisisan encroachment. They are asking us
to go to the big market. e are too poor to
pay the high rentsthere. | don't know where
we will go now !, said vegetable Suman.
Sudent Suman went back home worried.
He wondered how he could help his friend.
Two days later, when he went to the same
place to buy vegetables, he could not find
the shop there. He was told that the
municipality had cleared the place of all
encroachments. Sudent Suman felt very sad.

Both Sumans have many differences
between them.in terms of their mother
tongue, the statesthey comefrom, thework
they do and the opportunitiesthey have. Yet
they could becomefriends.

e Can you list the differences between
thetwo?

e Find out about the festivals and food
of the people of Bihar (or any another
state).

e What kind of food would student
Suman eat? What festivals would he
celebrate?
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e What kind of ahousewouldthey be
livingin?

e You would have noticed that there
are other kinds of differences
between the two. Vegetable Suman
did not go to school but sold
vegetables. Why do you think washe
not able to go to schoal ?

e |f he wanted to go to school, what
problemswould heface?

Diverdtyinindia

Weliveinacountry inwhich people of
different abilities, languages, cultures,
religionsetc. livetogether. Such diversity
makeslifericher and varied. Thereare 29
statesin India, each hasits own language,
culture, food etc. Even within one state, we
can see people speaking many different
languages, following different religions,
eating different kinds of food, observing
different kinds of festivals, and wearing
different kinds of dresses. Theinteresting
thing is that slowly people adopt each
other’s dresses, food, festivals, language
and even religious ideas. This makes
everyone's life richer and more diverse.
You could probably give many examplesof
thisfrom your own neighbourhood.

e Listal thefooditemsyou eat but your
grandparentswould not have known.

ltems
Food:
Dress
Games
Fedivas

Wheredid they come from?
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Now, wewill read about how thiskind
of diversity comes about with the help of
examplesfrom distant states.

In our own state of Telanganawe can see
vast diversity among the people. Thistext
book is also published in nearly seven
languages that are spoken in our state. In
addition, there are several tribal
communities who speak their own
languages and lead a distinct way of life.
Many nomadictribeslikethe Lambadasand
Banjarasalso livein different parts of the
state. During the time of the Golkonda
Sultans and Nizams, people from as far
away as Samarkand, Bokhara, Iran and
Turkey have comeand settled in Hyderabad,
Secunderabad and other parts of the state.
A large number slaves of African origin
were brought to Hyderabad. Some colonies
like Habsiguda in Hyderabad have been
named after them. By intermixing with
other people, all these diverse people have
created a distinct and diverse culture of
Telangana. Thus, Telangana has its own
variety of Telugu, Hindi-and Urdu (called
Dakhni) which are distinct from those
languages spoken in other parts of the
country. Hyderabad hasbeen amgor centre
of -both Telugu and Urdu poetry. Such
diversity of people has resulted in arich
cultural tradition which includes many
religions, different festivals, traditionsand
cultures, dress patterns, diversefood, many
kinds of architecture, building styles, etc.

How doesdiver sity comeabout?

At al timesin history, people went in ¥

search of new lands and settled in new
places. Sometimes, they went for trade or

130 Social Organisation and Inequities

to conquer and settlein new places. Some
other times they left their homes due to
floods, droughts, epidemics, wars and
conflictsetc. They brought their languages,
religionsand culturesto the new placeand
tried to follow themin the new place al so.
Gradually, they mixed up with the people
of those areas, adopted many of their things
and al so taught many of their own thingsto
them. Inthefollowing section, wewill see
how the life of people in different places
evolveswithdiversity.

e Lookatamap of Indiashowing states
and union territoriesin chapter 12 and
locate Telangana, Rgjasthan and Skkim.

Thar Desert

Thar Desert issituated on the border of
India and Pakistan. A large part of it isin
the Marwar region of Rajasthan state. This
placereceivesvery littlerainfall and there
arenolargeriversflowing. Asaresult, very
few treesgrow hereand very few cropscan
be culativated. Only grass grows here.
People here mainly depend upon grazing
sheep, goats and camels. The shepherds
usually travel acrossmany stateswith their
herds and usually come back before the
rainy seasonto Thar.

Fig. 15.2: Thar desert
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Many traders travelling to and from Iran
and Afghanistan pass through this desert.
They stop over at convenient placesto rest.
Many pilgrims going to Dwarka in Gujarat
or to Meccaand MadinainArabiaor toAjmer
and Pushkar lake would pass through this
areaaong with thetraders. Over aperiod of
time, these placeshave grown into important
townsand citieslike Jaisalmer, Bikaner and
Jodhpur. Thus, over centuries, people of
many religions like Bohra Muslims, Sunni
Muslims, Shia Muslims, Jains, Shaivas,
Vaishnavas and Sikhs settled down in these
towns and cities. Similarly, many Marwari
traders from these parts went all over India
and settled in several places.

Flg 15.3: Jaisalmer Fort

Many kings from different parts of the
subcontinent, established kingdomsin these
parts. All these people together developed
complex systems for harvesting rain water
and cultivating desert soil. Thus Thar became
the most thickly populated desertintheworld. |

Earlier people mainly ate rotis made of |

Pl R

The cattle of thisregion give very good
milk and excellent sweets are made from
them. Bikaner, acity of the Thar Desert is
very famous for both its sweets and
savouries.

All the people who came to.Thar
brought new crafts, new stylesof dressing
and new kinds of food. Taday, thousands
of touristsfrom all over theworld cometo
enjoy the diversity of the Thar Desert.
Skkim

Sikkim is a small state situated in the
eastern parts of the Himalayan M ountains.
Kanchenjunga, one of the highest peaks of
the Himalayas, isin
Sikkim. It remains
cold throughout the
year and the placeis
coveredwithsnow in
winter. It aso rains
heavily in monsoon
and many riversflow
throughthevalleys.

Sikkimissituated

Lon the boundary bween India, Nepal,

Bhutanand Tibet (Ching). Thatiswhy people
from all these areas have settled down here.
Someare Nepalese, someare Tibetansand

bajrawith green gram or black gram and ate|_ e

vegetabl es that grew on some trees (Sangri

and thorny bushes. Theseweredried and eaten 3}
throughout theyear. Today however, youcan¥"
get al kindsof food from idly-sambar to pizza™

and ice-creams.

Free Distribution by Govt. of Telangana2021-22

b
Fig. 15.4: Rumtek Monastery
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Bhutanese. Asmany aselevenlanguagesare
spoken by the people of Sikkim! They have
a close relationship with Tibetan Lamas
who brought Buddhism to thisarea. They
also established many beautiful
monasteriesin Sikkim.

Fig. 15.5: Kanchenjunga

Sikkim was an independent country
til11975 ruled by the kings called
Chogyals. That year, Sikkim became apart
of Indiaand ademocratic government was
established.

Both Thar and Sikkim arein India. Thar
isin the desert region, whereas Sikkim is
intheHimalayas. Theinfluence of diverse
culturesis not merely-athing of the past.
Our present lives are about moving from
place to place for work. With each move,
our cultural traditions and way of life
slowly become part of the new place we
arein. Similarly, in our neighbourhood, we
live among people from several different
communities. Our daily livesare about the
ways in which we do things together and
customs and traditions become part of our
life process.

Pondicherry

Pondicherry isatiny state in the South
Eastern coast of India. Pondicherry
attracted a number of European trading
companies like the Dutch, Portuguese,
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English and the French. They established
trading posts and also small colonies of
their people. Over timethe French acquired
control over the placeand held it till 1954
when the people of Pondicherry voted to
jointhelndian Union. Pondicherry thushas
alarge number of French speaking people
besides Tamils and others. During the
freedom movement in India against the
British, Pondicherry offered refugeto many
freedom fighterslike SubramaniaBharati,
thegreat nationalist poet of Tamil Nadu and
Aurobindo Ghosh; who was initialy, a
revolutionary nationalist from Bengal and
eventually became an important spiritual
master of modern India. A large number
of devotees from all over India came to
settle down here. Aurobindo Ghosh and
hisFrench disciple, the Mother established
Aurobindo Ashram. Subsequently an
international village, named as‘ Auroville
was established with the backing of the
United Nations to spread the message of
peaceand global cooperation. Pondicherry,
thus, offers an example of a place where
not only diverse cultures of Indiamerged,
but also where people of the whole world
come together to celebrate oneness of
humanity.

Fig. 15.6: Auroville Matri Mandir
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Unity in Diverdity

Over the past centuriesIndiaemerged as
a country with shared cultures, religions,
political systems etc. along with the
diversity. This history of diversity and
integration helped Indian people to come
together asanationtofight the British Rule.
This common struggle is called the
‘National Movement’.

Don't forget the days of blood, O friend
In the midst of your happiness remember
to shed a tear for us
The hunter has torn away every angle flower
Do plant a flower in the desert garden
dear friend

Having fallen to bullets we slept in |
Jallianwalla Bagh
Do light a lamp on thislondy grave O friend
The blood of Hindus and Muglims flows
together today
Do soak your robe in this river of blood
dear friend
Somerot in jailswhile others lie in ther
graves
Do shed a few tears for them O friend.

Indian Peopl€’s Theatre Association (IPTA)

This. song was sung after the
JallianwallaBagh massacre in Amritsar in
which a British genera opened fire on a
large group of unarmed, peaceful people
killing many and wounding even more. Men
and women, Hindus, Skhsand Mudims, rich
and poor had gathered to protest against the
massacre of the British. This song was
composed and sung to honour the memory
of those brave people.
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Songs and symbolsthat emerged during
the freedom struggle serve as a constant
reminder of our country’srich tradition of
respect for diversity. Do you know the
story of the Indian flag? It was used as a
symbol of protest against the British by
people everywhere.

In his book, The Discovery of India
Jawaharlal Nehru saysthat Indian unity is
not something imposed from the outside
but rather, “It was something deeper and
within its fold, the widest tolerance of
belief and custom was practised and every
variety acknowledged and even
encouraged.” 1t was Nehru, who coined
the phrase “unity in diversity” to describe
the country.

India’ s national anthem, composed
by Rabindranath Tagore, isanother
expression of the unity of India. In
what way doesthe national anthem
describe this unity?
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Fig. 15.7: The first Prime Minister of India

Jawaharlal Nehru addressing the nation on

Independence day from the Red Fort.
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| mproveyour learning

Givetwo examplesthat reveal thediversity inyour neighbourhood. T
2. Prepare atable of similar items of different religions which depict S
unity. .
How do you say that national sports meet developsunity indiversity? R
Preparealist of festivalsthat are celebrated in your locality. Which of them are shared
by members of different regional and religious communities?
Inwhat waysdoesliving in Indiawithitsrich heritage of diversity add to your life?
Collect picturesand contributions of freedom fighters of different regionsand prepare
abook containing their biographies.
7. Desgnapamphlet givingillustrationsthat depictthe uniguefeature of India sUnity in
diversity.
8. Fill inthefollowing table:
S.No [tem Myselt Friend (Male) | Friend (Female)
1 Food
2 Dress
3 House
4 Mother Tongue
5 Religion
6 Festivals
7 Any other
Do'you consider the differences in the above items as obstacles to continue
yourfriendship? Justify.
9. LocatethefollowinginIndiamap.
a) Thar desert b) Sikkim c¢) Pondicherry
d) Kerala e) Telangana f) Punjab
10. ‘How doesdiversity comeabout? Answer thisquestion based on what you havelearnt

about the Thar, Sikkim and Pondicherry.
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Women in Telangana have been increasingly takingeup jobs outside
their homes. Today, more women participate in public’life such as
contesting elections and taking important decisions @long, with men. This
has been due to their collective participation inyvarious agitations and
pro-active government policies, especially in 1980s.and 1990s. Yet, women
in Telangana are still far from reaching the goal“ef attaining equality and
dignity in all spheres of life. For example, fewer,young girls are able to
survive than ever before. In this chapter, we'will discuss some important
issues associated with equality among mensand women in Telangana.

+ Do you know about womenwho go
out to work in thefields, factories
or offices? Find out about their
daily work and the problemsfaced
by them.

+ Givealist of somejobs that men
and womendo separately.

Women are expected to do most of the
household work like cleaning, cooking,
washing, taking care of children etc. while
men go out towork inthefieldsor factories,
do shopping, etc. In many families, women
who go out to work also haveto do most of
the household work. In somefamilies, men
come home drunk, beat up the women and
children. The women are expected to
tolerate all this silently.
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Arewomen naturally likethat?

Some people feel that women are
naturally physically weaker than men.They
are more caring, loving and not
guarrelsome. They are, by instinct, tuned
to cooking, cleaning, stitching and other
household work. It is believed that they
need to be protected by men. Women take
careof children becausethey canonly love
and care. That is why women do all the
household work becausethey arenaturaly
suited to it. Do you aso agree with this
belief? Think of reasonsfor your answer.

+ Onthenext page, afew statements
about the nature of different
people are given. Which are true
for men only, which are true for
women only andwhich aretruefor
both men and women? Each
student in the classshould fill this
table ontheir own.
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Quality

Women| Men | Both

Brave—aggressive, good in fighting

Rational —good in mathematics and science

Artistic—good in painting, dance and music

Studious—good in studies

Strong —good in doing heavy work

Weak —good for light work

Emotional —proneto crying and irrational anger

Shy —does not like to come out into the open

© | |N o (g |w (NP0

Talkative—alwayskeep chattering

=
o

Reserved —talk very littleand silent

[EEY
=

sick and caring for children

Loving—Good at nursing the

12. Tall and muscular —Good in sports

13. Likesdressing up

+ After the entire class hasfilled inthe table, the teacher should put together the
views of the mgjority of students on the black board.

+ Now discusseach quality individually and examinethe extent to which themgority
of opinionistrue—discusswith the help of examples.

If you go deep into each of these
qualities, you will find that they apply
equally to both men and women. For
example, you will find both brave and
cowardly menaswell aswomen. Youwill
find many men who are very caring and
loving. But, we tend to attribute some
qualitiesto men and someto women even
though there is nothing in their physical
make up which makesthem so. Thebodies
of men and women are somewhat different
biologicaly - because of whichwomen can
conceive babies and provide them with
milk in the early months. This does not
mean that only women can clean and bathe
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the babies or wash clothes or preparefood
for them. Men can also do theseworks. In
many places, men do thiskind of work very
efficiently. But we have got so usedto the
idea of women performing somerolesthat
wethink aretheir natural qualities.
Thesequalities and rolesarenot natura
in women but evolved over hundreds and
thousands of years due to social norms.
Since women have been performing these
rolesfor many centuries, we havegrownto
regard themasnaturd. Inredlity, theseroles
have been made by society. For hundreds
of years, we had beenlivinginasocia order
which favours men and in which, men have
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control over all theresourcesand theright
to make rules. If you look at history, you
will note that most rulers, most religious
leaders and people who made laws and
rulesweremen. They maderulesinsucha
way that women were assigned a
subordinate role to men and were
controlled by them just like the land or
cattle.

Thus, therearetwo kinds of differences
between men and women. Firstly, thereare
natural physical differences, but these need
not cause discrimination against women.
The second kind of difference is made by
our society which tries to subordinate
women to men and treat them unequally.
Differenceswhich lead to such inequality
and discrimination are called ‘socially
caused differences or ‘ gender differences’.

Growingup asboysand girls

Fromtheir very birth, girlsand boysare
brought up according to many
discriminatory ideas. Here are some
statements about how boys and girls are
treated - discusstheminthe classand find
out the extent to which they aretrue.

Why, in some families,

¢+ while the birth of a boy is
welcomed and celebrated in the
house, the birth of a girl is
considered aburden to thefamily.

+ boysareencouraged to go out, make
friends, play freely while girls are
encouraged to be at home and do
household work?

+ boys are encouraged to play with
toyslikeguns, carsand truckswhile
girlsare encouraged to play ‘ house
with dollsand toysrelated to kitchen
or household articles?
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+ boys get to wear dresses which
allow them to run, climb, or go
about freely whilegirlsget to wear
dresses which cover their entire
body and obstruct their movement.

+ boysaregivenfoodfirst whilegirls
aregivenonly what isleft over.

+ boys are encouraged to go to
school and study while girls are
neither sent to school.nor given
sufficient time to study.

+ fewer girlsthan boys are allowed
to study in higher classes.

+ when boys fal ill, they get early
medical treatment while girls do
not get proper medical attention
when they aresick.

¢ various careers for the boys are
planned whilegirlsaretold that they
have to get married and settle as
housawives.

Fewer girls, fewer women

All this discrimination has very sad
consequences. For example, we find that
the proportion of females in Indian
population is constantly decreasing. In
1951, there were 946 females for every
thousand males. In 1981, it declined to 934
per thousand males. After that, it rose to
940 femal es per thousand males by 2011.

L et uslook at thesituation in Telangana.
In 1991, there were 969 females to
thousand males. The situation hasimproved
and in 2011, there were 988 females to
thousand males. This places Telangana
among the best states in the country with
regard to sex ratio. However, among
children under six years, we see that the
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number of girlsper thousand boysisrapidly
declining. You can see this from the
following table:

Year Boys Girls
1991 1000 978
2001 1000 963
2011 1000 933

Thismeansthat actually thesituationis
not improving, but deteriorating.

Normally, equal number of girls and
boys should take birth. If the proportion
of girlsis less, it means that girls and
women are not ableto liveahealthy lifein
our country and aredying earlier than men.
But why is this proportion constantly
declining?

This may be due to many reasons. In
some families, young girls do not get
sufficient nutritious food and are not able
to survivewhen they suffer from diseases.
Girl children in India also face
discrimination - they do not receive proper
medical treatment. In recent times, the
proportion of girlshasreduced aso dueto
female foeticide, a socia practice where
girl children arekilled beforethey areborn.
This also. means that technological
advancement .gives people the choice of
giving birth to only male children.

+ Find out from your teachers and
parents about these practices in
your areaand prepare areport for
your classwall newspaper.

Differencesin Literacy Levels

Going to school and learning toread and
write areimportant thingsinlifefor all of
us.
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Look at the Fig. 16.1 Two differently
coloured bars in the figure show the
proportion of literates in Telangana — the
number of malesand femalesaged 7 years
and abovewho canread andwritein Telugu
or any other language. Therearemoremale
literatescompared to femalesin Telangana.
You will noticethat for every 100 females
in Telangana, the number of femaleliterates
in 1991 wasonly 28. Thishasincreased to
58 in 2011. The proportion of male
literates hasincreased from 52 to 75 during
thisperiod. Youwill aso noticethat thegap
between the males and females is
declining.

Telanganaand AndhraPradesh haveone
of thelargest educationa systemsinIndia
with nearly 1.50 crore studentsstudying in
more than one lakh schools and colleges.
Children dropping out of school isalso an
important problem. Thirty years ago, this
problemwasacute particularly among girls.
For example, if 100 girl children started
going to school, more than 65 of them
discontinued their schooling after class5;
infact, not morethan 15 girlswere ableto
pursue intermediate education.

Another aspect of discriminationislow
literacy levelsamong women. Girlsare not
encouraged to go to school and are made
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Fig. 16.1: Literacy Level in Telangana (%)
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to stay at home to do the household work
or work infieldsand shops. Eventhegirls
who go to school havelittle timeto study
at home, as they have to do a lot of
household work after school time. Even
when girls manage to go to school and
study, they are discouraged from taking
subjects like mathematics and science,
which are considered more suitable for
boys. Girlsaretold that they canonly learn
subjectslikeliteratureand ‘ home science'.
In fact, many institutions practice gender
bias by not allowing boys to apt for
subjects like *home science’ and forcing
girlsaloneto apt for them.

Now, the situation has improved. Yet
one-sixth of children stop going to school
after class 5. There are no major
differences one could find between girls
and boysinthisregard.

+ |f you study inaco-ed school, can
you makealist of thingswhichyou
feel are discriminatory.

¢ Eachoneintheclasscantalk to 2
persons (both men and women)
who have attended school only for
afew yearstofind out thereasons
why they stopped. Discuss all the
reasons in the class.

* Arethereany girlsinyour locality
orvillage who stopped coming to
school during last year? Find out
the reasons and discuss them in
class.

Right to property
In India, most resources like land and

factories are in the name of men. Even
though the law provides that property of
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parents should be divided equally between
all children (both sons and daughters), in
actual practice, very few girlsget asharein
their parents property which is usually
passed on only to sons. Asaresult, women
havelittle or no control over any productive
resources like land, shop or factory. They,
therefore, have to be economically
dependent upon their fathers, husbands,
sons or brothers.

The situation in-Telangana, in recent
times, isrelatively better. Thisisdueto the
laws madein the statein 1980s, which made
It mandatory that the ancestral property of
parentsshould be equally divided between
sons and daughters. In fact, our state was
the first state in the country to make such
property lawsto reduce discrimination.

Employment

Women going out of thehouseand taking
up jobs are ableto became self dependent.
Most women workers in Telangana are
employed in agriculture, doing casual jobs,
and asmall section of them run their own
shops, farms and other enterprises. Thus,
when women take up employment, they
need not depend on others.

We have also seen that girls in some
families are brought up in such away that
they are undernourished and under-
educated. Therefore, they have less
opportunity to gain proper employment and
get good sdlaries. Evenwomenwho arewel
educated are not allowed by their families
to take up professional jobs that require
them to be away from their homesfor long
time. They areallowed only to take up part
time or less demanding jobs. Most of the
women who arewithout proper educational
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qualifications are forced to do physical
labour inthefields or minesor asdomestic
servants in houses of rich people. These
jobs are back breaking and exhausting.
M oreover, thewomen doing them are often
looked down and they lose respect and
security. They have to face insults and
abusesall thetime.

Read what Malini, a woman domestic
worker in the capital of our country, Delhi,
hasto say:

“My first job was with a rich family
that lived in a three storeyed house. The
lady would shout to get any work done.
My work isin the kitchen. There aretwo
other girls for cleaning. Our work
beginsat 5 0’ clock in the morning. e
get a cup of tea and two stale rotis for
breakfast — never even a third roti. In
the evening, when | cook food the two
cleaning girls would beg meto give
theman extraroti. | would secretly give
them the rotis and also make myself
some. .... | usedto feel scared of thelady
but also felt angry and humiliated . Did
we not work all day? Don’t we deserve
to be treated with some respect” ?

India- Surekha Yadav
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Fig. 16.2: First woman Loco driver in

+ If you know about such people,
discuss how they aretreated, their
problemsand their earnings.

¢+ Why do you think people like
Malini earn less than a hundred
rupeesaday eventhoughthey work
hard for severa hours?

+ What arethe other professionsthat
arecommonly takenup by women?
Discussthem inthe class.

Inthelast few decades, the employment
scene for.women has been changing
gradually. Many women have acquired
degrees and are entering into jobs which
were earlier considered as male
professions. The reservation policies
pursued from 1980s in Telangana for
admissiontowomeninall collegesandin
government jobs have led to more and
more girlsjoining colleges and taking up
salaried jobs. Some leading scientists,
mathematicians, diplomats, engineers, etc.

e A€ women. Women are now
| also recruited into the police,
L || army, navy and air force and
there are many women pilots
today. Infact, we havewomen
who are train engine drivers.
Thishasbeen possible because
women have fought to get
higher education and have
broken gender biasesin many
professions.
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Unr ecognised wor k of women

If we look at the daily routine of any
woman, we will realise that they are
working all the time. But for most of the
time, the work they do is not recognised
and not paid for. Eventhough everyonecan
seethemworking hard, their work remains
invisble.

+ Draw afigure of farmersworking
inthefieldintheblank spacegiven
below?After drawing it show itto
the teacher.

¢+ How many of you drew a picture
of aman working in the fieldand
how many showed awomanfarmer?
How many showed both men and
womenworkinginthefield?

You can see that when we say farmers,
we only think of men but never of women.
Infact, nearly eight out of every ten Indian
working women work in the fields. They
till theland, they do the seeding, weeding,
transplanting, harvesting, threshing and
countless jobs. Of coursg, it is also true
that many farm jobs are ‘reserved’ for
women — like transplanting rice, weeding
or plucking groundnut pods. Women do
these and many other jobs also in
agriculture. A large number of farms are
fully managed by women farmersaloneas
the men go out in search of work in
factoriesand towns.
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Fig. 16.3:

Look at this
picture. A woman
even if employed,

has to do all

these tasks. Yet
do we count

household work
as labour?

Many women areworkingontheir family
farms, yet their -work is not recognised.
Women who wark on ather people's farms
get wageswhicharelower thanwhat men get.

If you study the work done by women
withinyour.own house, you will reslisethe
hard wark that goesinto running the house.
Just imagine if women were to charge for
the work they do a home (for cleaning,
cooking, making pickles, taking care of
children, teaching children, nursing the
sick, stitching clothes, fetching water,
purchasing provisions etc.) how much
wouldthey get paid every month?

Theredlity isthat they do not get paid for
any of this work, and instead they are
constantly abused for not doing thiswork on
time or not to the taste of the others. On the
other hand, most of thework that mendo is
paid for and they control the money and
spendit asthey wish.

¢ List all the work that your mothers,

sisters or sisters-in-law do in the

house? When do they get up, when
do they eat, when do they rest and

Sleep?
Thingsarechanging now

You might have studied in chapters 13
and 14 about the functioning of avillage
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Panchayat and an urban self-government
body in Telangana. Being amember in such
organisation would help intakingimportant
decisionsto improvethe conditions of the
village, community or the place in which
welive. Althoughfemales, including young
girls, arehalf of thepopulation, hardly few
women take activeinterest are allowed by
their families or husbands to become
member or leader of such political bodies.
Dueto government initiativeswhich made
it mandatory to involve women in
Panchayati Ra bodies, more and more
women are now coming forward to
participate in public affairs - contesting
Panchayat and other elections.

Recall how Indrain Lesson 8, the dry
chilly seller runs her shop, taking loans

from a self-help group. Women forming
self-help groups at village and mandal
levels help them to generate resourcesfor
the family. Many of them are also ableto
take important decisions along with their
husbandsor other male memberswithinthe
family. The self-help groups also provide
space to discuss important.issues and
problems associated with the community
or village and help women to participatein
political bodies. Even though they face
much resistance, women have been taking
these new roles successfully.

K eywords
Employment Literacy
Property Rights Sex Ratio

| mprove your learning

1. Isitcorrecttosay that girlsare naturally weaker than boysare? Givereasons.
2. Listthehouseholdjobsyou, your brother or sister do? b
3. Makealist of ten employed womenyou know of personally. Get information about 34.1-

their work and earnings.

4. If you haveany elder women inthefamily who went to school sometwenty years

o el T
18Q6Z7

ago, find out their experience of schooling and compareit withthat of your owntimes.

o o

anddignity.

Why do you think daughtersare not given equal share of the property of the parents?
Goto some Sdlf< Help Groupsin your areaand find out how they helpwomento gainindependence

7. Readthesecond paraof page 135 (Somepeoplefed that ........ suited to it) and writethe answer.
Isit proper to say that women are weaker than men?Writeyour opinion.

Proj ect:

1. Findout fromyour school recordshow many girlsareenrolledinclass, 5,8 and 10. Doesit support
theview that moreboyscompleteschooling than girlsdo?

2. Find out from popular magazines about women who have entered professionswhich were earlier
consdered only for men. Preparean dbum of their livesand struggles.

3. Consult parents in your village/locality and collect information about dropouts

from schools.
Sl. Name of the Category Drop out Reasons for
No. Sudent SC/ST/BC/OC/Minority | inwhichclass dropouts

Which category studentsaremorein drop outs?\What arethe reasons ?Anayseand discussinthe

classroom.
142 Socia Organisation and Inequities
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CHAPTER

Religion and Society
in Early Times

India is a multi religious country. People worship gods and=goddesses
in many ways. Some people offer flowers to their sacred idols, some
perform yagnas, some chant holy hymns silently and some‘do net worship
any idols. Some people never pray at all. Now letgus read about some
religious practices and beliefs of people of the earlier Indian Society.

Hunter-Gatherers

You had read about the early hunter-
gatherers. We know a little about their
religious beliefs from their paintings and
burials. We can also know about their
religion by studying thereligion of today’s
hunter-gathererslikethe Chenchus.

+ What do you think they would pray
for?Whodoyo would they

It appearsthat pai nting and dance were
important-partsof thereligiouslivesof the
hunter-gatherers. They probably painted
hunting scenes or danced to imitate a
hunting scene and believed that thiswould
give them a good hunt. Sometimes they
dressed themsalvesasanimal's, wore masks
and danced. They aso danced hand in hand.
Hunter-gatherers believed that the forests
and wild animalswere sacred and had to be
worshipped. Animals should not bekilled
except when needed. They worshipped
many animal stoo by drawing their pictures
on caves.
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Fig. 17.1: Masked dance

Look at his head dress, the decorations
on hisarms, and the staff in hishand.
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Archaeological excavations show that
many early hunters buried the dead along
with some objects of use — probably they
believed that life continues even after death
and hence madethese arrangementsfor the
afterlife of the dead persons.

A twelfth century book in Tamil called
“Periyapuranam” describes the religious
practicesof hunter-gatherersliving near Sri
Kaahasti and narratesthe famous story of
Bhakta Kannappa. He acted as priest and
made offerings of meat, honey, fruits and
flowersto thegod Mahashiva

Tothisday, the Chenchusof Nallamala
hills worship forest goddess called
Garelamysammaor Gangammaby making
offeringsto her and by dancing. They also
worship Mallayya of Srisailam and
Narasmhaof Ahobilam. They believethat
these gods had married Chenchu girlsand
therefore, they were their sons-in-law.

Fig. 17.3: Chenchu dance

Vs

~

+ What kind of change do you think
would have come about in the
religion of the early farmers and
herders?

\ J
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Early farmersand herders

Archaeological excavations in early
villagesshow that they probably worshipped
‘Mother Goddesses' or mother earth. They
probably believed that the cropsand cattle
would prosper with her blessings. M other
Goddesseswereworshipped intheform of
small images or smply in the form of a
stone, atree or aplant.

Fig. 17.4 Baked clay figure of Mother
Goddess from Mehargarh (5000 years old)

Theearly animal herders of the Deccan
had left behind the ‘ash mounds'. Some
archeologists believethat these may bethe
remains of seasonal bonfireritualsjust as
people still do on Holi, Deepawali and
Pongal festivals.
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Fig. 17.5: Figures of animals engraved on
rocks - (Maski - about 4000 years old)

L i
e e 4

Shepherdsin Indiatoday are known by
different names across the country.
‘Dhangar’ in Maharashtra, ‘kurubas' in
Karnataka and Kuruma/ golla/ yadavain
Telangana and Andhra Pradesh. They
worship special deities like Mallanna/
Birappa, Renuka, Yellamma, Mysamma,
Pochamma etc. in Telangana, Andhra
Pradesh and Karnataka. Farmersalso rear
animals and have close interaction with
herders. Hence, both of them worship
similar gods. A common mode of worship
isby buildingsmall shrinesfor these gods
and-goddesses in a corner of the village.
On.special occasions are organised in
which animals like Ram, Cock are
sacrificed and cooked rice offerings are
made by the entire community. They
usually pray for good harvest, freedom
from disease, welfare of children etc.

Our people have been worshipping
severa trees like Peepal, Neem, Jammi,
Banyan and plantslike Tulasi. Pot shreds
from very ancient times have pictures of
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Fig. 17.6: Old painted pot shreds found in
Mundigak in Afghanistan five thousand
years ago

Peepal |eaves painted on them indicating
that people had great regard for thesetrees.

Many farmer communities aso worship
animaslikedephants tigers, snakes monkeys
efc. Itisbdieved that these practiceshavetheir
origininvery ancient period.

ReligioninthelndusValley
Civilisation

Several cities emerged in the north
western parts of the sub-continent in the
plains of the Indus river some 4600 years
ago. Thesecitieslasted for nearly 900 years
and then declined. This is also called
Harappan culture (after Harappa, whichwas
excavatedfirgt by thearchaeologists). These
citieswereinhabited by many kindsof crafts
persons (potters, carpenters, stone bead
makers, gold and silver jewellers, weavers,
coppersmiths, masonsetc.) besidestraders,
administratorsand rulers. Among theruins,
baths, granaries, storehouses, public
buildings, roads, drains and houses of
ordinary peoplewerefound. However, until
now no big temple was found. Several
mother goddessfigureswerefound. It also
seemsthat they held several treesincluding
the peepal as sacred and also probably
worshipped someanimas. Picturesof amae
godswerealso found.
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* Look at the picture given below
carefully and describe it. Does it
resembleany God you know?

-
Fig. 17.7: Figure of a male
god from Harappa

Fig 17.8: Mother Goddess
of Harappan culture

This may be a god similar to Shiva
worshipped in later timesin various parts
of India. From other pictures, it seemsthat
the people of Indus took out processions
carrying bannersin the honour of their gods
during festival times.
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Religion of theVedas

The Vedas are the earliest surviving
literature of the Indian sub-continent. There
arefour Vedas: the Rig Veda, the Yg ur Veda,
the SamaVeda, and the AtharvanaVeda. Of
these, the Rig Veda is the oldest-and was
composed about 3500 yearsago. The Vedas
composed by Rishiscons sted of hymnsand
prayersfor welfare.

These hymnswerein praise of various
gods and goddesses. Three gods were
especialy important: Agni, thegod of fire;
Indra, awarrior god; and Soma, aplant from
which aspecial drink was prepared. Priests
taught studentsto reciteand memoriseeach
syllable,word, and sentence, bit by bit, with
great care. Most of the hymns were
composed, taught and learnt by men. A few
were composed by women.

The hymnswererecited mainly during
the performance of yagnas or rituals
during which offerings were made to the
fire. Let usread ahymn and try to seewhat
they prayedfor.

Prayer to God
Asatoma sadgamaya
Tamasoma jyotirgamaya
Mrityormaamritam gamaya
Om shanti shanti shantihi
Meaning: Fromignorance, lead metotruth;
From darkness, lead metolight;
From degth, |lead meto immortality
Om peace, peace, peace

Vishvamitraand theRivers

Vishvamitra: O rivers, come down
fromthe mountains like two swift horses,
like two shining cows that lick their
calves. You move like chariotsto the sea
through the power of Indra. You are full

Social Studies



of water and wish to unite with one
another.

Therivers. We, who are full of water,
move along the path the gods have
made for us. Once we start flowing,
we cannot be stopped. Why do you
pray to us, o sage?

Vishvamitra: O sisters, please listen
to me, the singer who has come from
adistancewith hischariotsand carts.
Let your waters not rise above our
axles, so that we can cross safely.

The rivers: We will listen to your
prayers so that you can cross safely.

( )

¢ Who are the two hymns
addressed to?

¢ What do you think arethe Rishis
offering to the Gods?

+ What arethey prayingfor?

+ Do you think these peoplewould
be hunter-gatherers or cattle
herders or people living in

villagesand cities?

\_ J

Therearemany prayersinthe Rig Veda
to pray for cattle, children (especially
sons) and horses. Historians who study
the Vedas guess from these descriptions
that the Vedic people mainly reared
animalslike cowsand horses. They lived
in the north western part of Indiain the
region between the Hindukush Mountains
andtheYamunaRiver.

TheVedic peoplelivedin small Janas
or tribal habitations, each with its own
leader. The tribes also had some priests
called Brahmins who performed the
sacrifices and recited the hymns. They
were given gifts by the leaders and the

Free Distribution by Govt. of Telangana2021-22

ordinary people of the tribe. These tribes
often had to fight with each other for
control over cows, pastures and water
sources. Horseswereyoked to chariotsthat
were used in the battlesthat werefought to
capture cattle.

Some hundred years later, these tribes
settled downinvillages on the banks of the
river Ganges and Yamuna. They began
cultivating cropslikericeand wheat. During
these times, the janapadas were getting
established and theleadersof thetribeswere
trying to becomekings. During thesetimes,
theVedic hymnswere compiledintheYgur
Veda and the Atharvana Veda. They now
describe very elaborate rituals; especially
fire sacrifices which lasted not only many
weeks and months but also cost a lot of
wealth and animals. These hymnsdescribe
the kings praying for power over other
members of the tribe, for better crops and
victory inwars.

It was during thesetimesthat we seethe
emergence of an idea that society be
divided into Varnas in the need of
performing diverse functions. The
Brahminswere considered the highest and
were expected to conduct sacrifices and
recite the Vedas, the K shatriyaswere next
to them and were expected to rule over the
kingdom and protect the people. The
Vaishyas tendered the cattle, tilled the
fields and gave gifts and tribute to the
Brahmins and Kshatriyas. And finally by
post-vedic timethe Sudrashad evolvedinto
adistinct group (Varna). They are fourth
Varna, who practiced their professionslike
agriculture, carpentry, pottery and so on.
At the same time adivision of labour has
taken place between men and women too.
These ideas of course, were not accepted
by all.
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Map showing Settlements of

Wor shipping dead ancestor s-
the M egaliths of the Deccan

Megalithsarebuilt with stone boulders.
Megalithliterally meanshig stones. These
boulderswere carefully arranged by people
and were used to mark buria sites. The
practice of erecting megaliths began about
3000 years ago and was prevalent
throughout the Deccan, South India, inthe
North-East and Kashmir.

While some megalithic burials can be
seen on the surface, several are
underground. Sometimes, archaeologists
find acircle of stone boulders or asingle
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large stonestanding ontheground. These
are the only indications that there are
burials beneath. Sometimes, megaliths
contain more than one skeleton. These
indicate that people, perhaps belonging to
the same family, were buried in the same
place though not at the sametime.

All these burials have some common
features. Generally, the dead were buried
with distinctive potswhich are called Black
and Red Ware. Many toolsand weapons of
iron and sometimes, buriad skeletons of
horses, horse equi pment and ornaments of
stone and gold were also found beneath
these boulders.
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It seemsthat these people were among
the first in the subcontinent to use iron
toolson alargescale. They also practiced
rice cultivation using tank irrigation. They
considered it important to worship thedead
ancestors of the tribe by building such
megalithic memorialsor burials.

(. Doesyour family worship or show
reverence to the ancestors? Find
out which of your ancestors are
worshipped — both male and

female. Shareitinyour class.

M egalithsof Telangana

A large number of burial siteshave been
found near hills, fields or irrigation tanks.
Almost all types of megalithic monuments
like menhirs or large dressed rocks, stone
circles, dolmenswerelocated in hundreds
of villagesinall the Districts of Telangana.
See the
picturesgiven
below.

Megdlithic
burial cont-
ained a large
variety. of
pottery like
black and red,
the =~ black
polished, and
iron objects.
Hand made &
clay or stone
sarcophagi
or containers
for remains of the dead body and pot urns
were found in some of the burial sites.

v

Fig. 17.9: a) Terracotta Sarcophagi, Eleswaram, Nalgonda (b) Menhir,behind Devunigutta,
Warangal (c) Dolmen type of Megalithic Burial, Pothanapalli, Mahabubnagar (d) Sone
Circles Repuni Village, Warangal
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New questionsin theAgeof the
Janapadasand cities

You had read about the janapadas,
mahajanapadas and the citiesin the Ganges
Valley. Inthese places, people of different
backgrounds, hunter-gatherers, herders,
artisans, Vedic peopleand othersinteracted
with each other and settled down together.
They learnt about each other’s religious
practicesand ideasand adopted them. Thus,
a mixed religious culture developed in
which people performed Vedic sacrifices,
worshipped fire, sun, rivers, mother
goddesseslike monkeys, e ephants, snakes
and trees. They also worshipped their
ancestors and believed that souls continue
to live even after the death of the body and
are reborn. But people were not satisfied
with just observing these religious rituals
—they wereraising new questionsand were
seeking answersto them and werekeento
discussthem with each other. Many people
abandoned al| other work and set out tofind
answersto these questions. Would you like
to know about some of them?

What happensafter death?

There is afamous story about a young
boy called Nachiketha. Perhaps you have
heard this story earlier. A question arose
inhismind: “What happens after death?’
Hethought that since Yamawasthe god of
death, he should ask Yamafor an answer.
Nachiketha went straight to Yama to
guestion him. Inthisquest for knowledge,
he did not even fear the god of death! So,
Nachikethawent to Yama and asked him,
“What happensafter death”?
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Yama wanted to avoid answering this
complex question. He offered Nachiketha
lots of gold, silver and cows if only he
would notinsst on asking thisquestion; But
Nachikethastuck to hisquestion and forced
Yamato answer. Lord Yamawas happy by
seeing the determination and zeal of
Nachiketha. Hesaid “Humanbeingsarelike
thosewho follow theblind. They areinthe
delusion that every thing is in the
materialistic pleasures. They can neither
fullfill nor kill thier recuring desires, hence
takerebirthinthisworld again.

Truely, only Athmaispermanent inthis
world. How can that be achieved with
something that is momentary ?’ Thus
Yamadharmarajaexplained the essence of
atma to Nachiketha. Nachiketha was
satisfied with lord Yama's answer and
returned. Thisstory isfrom abook called
the* Kathopanishad”.

[ + What do you think happens to us]

after death? Discussin the class.

What isit that will never perish?

In those days, many peoplewent tolive
in the forests in ashrams. In these
ashrams, they meditated and pondered over
several questions. They also had
discussionswith people who cameto visit
them and shared their teachingswith others.
People who lived in ashrams were called
Rishis and Munis (sages). Severa kings
were also in the forefront of this kind of
thinking. The views of these rishis and
kings can be read in texts called the
Upanishads. Yagnavalkya and Uddalaka
Aruni were famed rishis of those times.
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The rishiswere in search of something
whichwould neither die nor be afflicted by
sorrow. They called this indestructible
being the Atmaor Brahman. They believed
that by understanding the atma or Brahman,
immortality could be attained. In order to
know the atma, one had to perform penance

or tapasya.

+ Relate what you have heard about
Atmaand Tapasya.

Parivrajakas

There were other seekers of truth who
did not live permanently in any one place.
They left their homes and wandered from
village to village and forest to forest.
Hence, they were called parivrajakas
(wanderers) or Bhikshus (mendicants or
those who begged). Among these
parivrajakas, Vardhamana Mahavira,
Gautama Buddha, Makhkhali Goshalaand
AjitaK eshkambalin becamevery famous.

How can one attain liberation from the
Cycleof Birth and Death? -Vardhamana
M ahavira

Vardhamana Mahavira was born in a
ganasangha. Heleft hisfamily and home
at the age of 30 years, and became a
parivrajaka. Hewas seeking an answer to
the question, “How can we get rid of the
cycleof birthand death inthisworld?’ After
12 Y2 yearsof meditation and hard penance,
Mahavira finally found an answer to his
question.

M ahavirataught the peoplethat whenwe
inflict sorrow on other living beings, weadd
to our load of sins. Therefore, as far as
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possible, weshould avoid hurting any living
being, however small. Inorder to become
free from our burden of previoussins, we
must be austere, put our bodiesthrough a
lot of hardship and perform penance. In
this way, we can be freed of our.sinsand
become liberated.

M ahavirakept wandering to spread his
teachings among the people. A large
number of people began to follow his
preaching. Thus, began Jainism.

Why is there sorrow in this world?
How can one attain freedom from
sorrow? - Gautama Buddha

LikeMahavira, GautamaBuddhatoowas
born in a ganasangha. He found that
people everywhereweremiserableandin
conflict with each other. Hebegantothink,
‘How canweget rid of thismisery?

Gautama also |eft hisfamily and home
in search of answersto such questions. He
became a Parivrajaka, and after years of
penance and meditation, arrived at some
answers to
these que-
stions.

According
to Gautama
Buddha sorrow
is caused by [ |
excessive & 7
craving and g
desire. Wecan §& o
attain freedom &
fromsorrowif E @ QA 4 A20 §R
wecontrol our ALl A
desires. In

Fig.17.10: Sarnath Buddha
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order to gain control over our desires, we
need to liveabalanced and controlled life,
and should not cause pain to any living
being. Buddhataught that one should avoid
extremes - extreme penance or extreme
pleasure, but instead follow amiddle path.
That is why Buddhism is also called the
‘Great Middle Path’. The teachings of
Buddhacameto beknown as Buddhism.

The teachings of Buddha and his
followers have been compiled in three
collections (Thripitikas) called the Sutta
Pitaka, the AbhidhammaPitakaand Vinaya

What is the question to which )
Nachikethawas seeking an answer?

What were the rishis seeking?

Why did Mahavirasay that wemust
not give painto any living beings?

Wheat did Buddha suggest asaway
of getting rid of misery?

You too must have seen many
sadhus who wander from place to
place. What dothey do and what
do they preach? Discuss in the

Pitaka. . Class. )
K eyw~o&
Ganasangha Ashmounds Mother goddess Pot shreds
Hymns Sacrifices Megaliths Penance
Parivrgaka Thripitikas Great Middle Path

| mprove your learning

1. List some Religious practices of the people of the following:

Hunter-gatherer s Society Present day Society

2. Write about the common char acteristics tenets of Buddhism and Jainism.

152 Religionand Society Social Studies



Discuss and Write:

3. How do you think can we express our thanksto nature?

4. We sometimes see people causing suffering to, and terrorising animals. What do
you think about this? Do we havetheright to cause painto any living being?

Why did peopleworship dead ancestors and kept boul ders on the buried sites?
| dentify the megalith areasin the map of Indiaand colour those areas.

Write about the different religious customs that are practiced in your area?

©® N o O

Read the para under the title ‘What is it that will never perish? of page 150 and
comment onit.

Proj ect:

1. Draw pictures of different modes of worship and prepare asmall booklet on it for
your school library.

2. Vidgtdifferent placesof worship inyour area. Interact with the Head priest/ Religious
Head with thefollowing questionnaire, note down his/ her viewsand prepare areport.

a) Why do people cometo this place?
b) How do they conduct worship here?
¢) What areyour views on Moksha/ Salvation?

d) Doyou think thiskind of worship isindispensable/ essential for the humankind?
How?
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CHAPTER

Devotion and L ove

towardsGod

In the previous chapter, we acquainted ourselves with various\beliefs,
traditions and rituals of people living in very ancient times in our
subcontinent. During the Mauryan period and after that, the religious
lives of the people living in different parts of the subContinent began to
change rapidly. This was also the time when tradersfwere contacting
the small hunting and farming communities and“empires were trying to
gain control over all of them. At the same timemBrahmins following the
Vedas, Buddhist and Jaina Shramanas spread all over the country and

interacted with these communities.

The Brahmins established ashramasin
different areas and performed sacrifices
and conducted religious discussions. The
Shramanas too established viharasand
stupas and preached the teachings of the
Buddha or Jina. At the same time, the
Brahmanas and Shramanas adopted several
features of the other religions of the people
they interacted with. Thus, the worship of
mother goddesses, snakes, treesand dead
ancestors were adopted by the Brahmins,
Buddhistsand Jainas. They aso adopted the
practice of using paintingsor sculpturesto
worship, even though many of them
discarded the idea of animal sacrifices, as
they believed in ahimsa. Thus, gradually
people began following mixed religious
practices and beliefs.

4 )
¢ Canyouseeasimilar combination
of different religious traditionsin
thereligion practiced in your own

home? Discussin the class.
\ J
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Hindu Religion

Hinduism is today one of the major
religions of the world. It affirms the
principles of peaceful co-existence of all
people amongst each other and with the
natural world around us. Hindus believe
in the principles, “Sarvejana
Sukhinobhavantu”, “Lokasamastha
Sukhinobhavantu.” Hindu Religion has
been practiced as a way of life and does
not have any rigid set of beliefs or codes.
However, most Hindus accept the
authority of theVedas. It hasevolved over
thousands of years from the Vedic times
to our own times. Over these years, it has
assimilated teachings of several saintsand
thinkers. Theterm ‘Hindu’ actually came
to be used only after 1000 CE and before
that the Hindus were largely known as
followers of the Veda or Vaidika.
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Some of the main features
of theHindu religion had taken
shape well before 500 CE -
this consisted of Vedic
yagnas, worshipping deities
like Shiva, Vishnu and Durga,
building temples, pursuit of |
Mokshathrough penance etc. - I
The Vedas, Upanishads, The f= % &
Ramayana, The Mahabharata S8 . 8
(of which the Bhagawad Gita -

yagnas, or giving amsto Brahminsetc.,
# or even reciting the Vedas was not
| necessary. They built temples and
4 worshipped the images of Krishna.
[ Archeologists have found remains of
" | some of the earliest temples built some
@ two thousand years ago in Vidisha in
- Madhya Pradesh.

About the same time, some other
peoplebegantoworship Shivainasimilar

was a part) and the Puranas ~ Fig, 181: o e They toobuiltsmall templeswith

cameto beregarded assacred Shiva Lingam of images of Shivaor a Lingam. Some

books. about 400CE  people al'so worshipped goddess Durga
from Vidisha .

Bhagawatas and (MP) In the same manner.

Shaivas

The Bhagavatas worshipped Vishnu or
Narayana. They believed that Vishnuwas
the Supreme God, who created this
universe and was all powerful and all
knowing. They aso believed that Vishnu
came to the Earth in various forms or
incarnations (avatara) to save the world
from evil. The most important of these
avatarasare Rama and Krishna. They
became very popular in different parts of
the country around 2000 years ago.

If you remember, the Buddhists or
Jainas or Upanishadic thinkers did not
emphasise on worship of any god as the
road to salvation or moksha. They
advocated meditation, abandoning desires,
or purifying oneself through penance etc.
But the Bhagavatas believed that intense
devotion and worship of Vishnu alone
couldrelieveusfrom all the problemsand
would lead to salvation. They thought that
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Fig. 18.2: An early coin with images of Balarama
and Krishna (about 2200 years ago) Balarama holds
pestle and plough while Krishna holds a wheel,
conch and a sword

AsVishnu, Shivaand Durgawere being
worshipped as Supreme Gods, the
Buddhists and Jainas also began
worshiping the Buddha and the
Tirthankaras (Earliest Jaina gurus). They
made beautiful images of the Buddha and
the Tirthankaras and worshipped them.
These are found in many places like
Phanigiri and Nelakondapalli in Telangana
and at Amaravati, Nagarjunakonda,
Jaggayyapeta, Bhattiprolu in Andhra
Pradesh.
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¢ Can you see the similarities
between the Bhagavatas, the
Shaivas and the Buddhists?

+ Have you seen worship of godsin
temples? Describe the procedure of
the worship in temples. Discuss
about what you know about themin
the class.

U

Sory tellers

You probably love listening to stories
from your elders, from religious story
tellers or performers like puppet
storytellers.

¢ Can you describe any such
performancein the class?

+ Haveyou attended any story telling
intemples? If so, describeit.

People of ancient period also loved to
listen to stories. In those days, ballads and
religious story tellers(like harikatha) used
to wander around telling stories of the
various gods and goddesses like Shiva,
Vishnu or Durgaor stories of the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata. Stories related to
the Buddhawerea sotold. People gathered
inlarge numbersto hear them. These story
tellers not only related the stories, they
had |earnt from their elders but also learnt
new stories from the people. Suppose
some people worshipped snakes and had
stories about snake gods, the story tellers
learnt those stories and added them to their
collection of stories. In thisway, the story
tellers combined various stories of gods
and goddesses, religious teachings and
methods of worship. Gradually, these
began to be written down. The Buddhist
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stories were written down as the Jataka
stories and the stories about Vishnu or
Shiva were written down as Puranas.

These Puranas, besides combining
various religious traditions also extolled
one or the other god as the Supreme God
who was all powerful, all knowing etc.
They advocated worshipping of the God
as the easy way to solve one's problems
and attain salvation.

Love for the supreme
God — Bhakti Movement

About 550 Common Era, in Tamilnadu,
there arose a new movement of devotion
to God. They werethefollowersof Vishnu
or. Shiva. They did not believe in
performance of any elaborate ritual like
yagnas or animal sacrifices. They were
also very opposed to religions like
Buddhism and Jainism, which did not
believeinany God. Instead, they believed
that intense love for Shiva or Vishnu and
adesirefor union with Him alonewasthe
path for salvation. They did not pray for
solving problems or for riches or power,
but for union with God or avision of the
God. They also believed that anyone,
irrespective of their caste or community,
could love God. All the devotees sang
songs of love for the God and danced
together in joy.

Some of the Bhaktas went to different
temples and composed songs about the
deity in the local languages (like Telugu,
Tamil etc.,) so that they could be
understood by the masses. These songs
were sung by the devotees for several
generations before they were finally
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collected and written down around 1100
CE. As a result of their efforts, a large
number of these temples became famous
and important. Templeslike Sri Kalahasti
and Tirumala are some such temples. It
appears that under the influence of these
Bhaktas, gradually people took to
worshipping Shivaand Vishnu.

(o Compare the religious beliefs of A
hunter-gatherers with the Bhakti
movement.

¢ Can you compare the religious
beliefs of the Vedic period and the

i 2
L Bhakti movement” )

Alvars and Nayanars

Twelve main devotees of Vishnu were
called the Alvars — the most important
among them being Periyalvar and
Nammalvar. Andal, the daughter. of
Periyavar, isthe only woman among them.
Most of themtravelledto differenttemples
of Vishnu and composed and sang songs
in praise of Vishnu. Here, we give you
some of the songs of Nammalvar to think
about and understand its meaning.

Creation
Inthat original moment (Vishnu), our
lord and father
Made earth, water, fire, wind and sky
And the mountains,
Made the two lights, sun and moon,
And other such bodies,
Then the rain, and all that lives by rain,
And the gods of rain.
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In this verse, you can see that
Nammalvar considers Vishnu to be the
creator of the universe, but at the same
time talks of himas being his own father
and lord. Thus, theall-powerful God is as
close to him as a father is to his son.

In many other verses Nammalvar
earnestly seeks a vision of the Supreme
God who is everywhere but not visible to
us humans.

There were 63 Nayanars and they were
devotees of Shiva. They came from
different castes, including Kannappa, a
hunter and Nandanar, a Pulaiya, or an
outcaste. Some of them like Appar and
Manikka Vasakar went from onetempleto
another and composed songs in praise of
Shiva. A couple of them like Karaikkal
Ammalyar were women. Here are some
verses composed by them.

(" Wearenot the subject of any king. A
we are not afraid of death.
we will not undergo torture in the hell.
we will not suffer distressin thislife.
we will be feding joy always.
we will not know what diseases are.
we won't submit to anyone.
we will always enjoy happiness only;
we have no suffering at any time.
(Appar),

\_

In thisverse, Appar says that devotees
of Shivaare neither afraid of any king nor
of death, disease and hell. They are ever
happy.
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In another verse, Appar says that he
does not care for those who are offering
him worldly riches. On the other hand, he
only respects those who are devoted to
Shiva; even if they are poor, sick or of
low status.

Shiva grabbed melest | go astray

| bowed, | wept, danced, cried aloud.
| sang, and | praised him...
Love pierced me like a nail driveninto a
greentree.

Overflowing, | tossed like a sea,
Heart growing tender, body shivering,
While the world called me mad and
laughed at me,
| left shame behind, took as an ornament.

(ManikkaVasakar)

In this verse, ManikkaVasakar is
expressing the joy he felt on-getting a
vision of Shiva and that others could not
understand hisjoy.

Christianity

Just as people in the Indian
subcontinent started worshipping a
Supreme God and believed that love and
devotion to God is the path for salvation,
people in.other parts of the world too
developed similar ideas. In the Middle
East, in the region now called Israel and
Paestine, anew religion called Chrigtianity
developed after Jesus Christ.

He was born at Bethlehem near
Jerusalem (now in I srael) about 2000 years
ago. Jesus Christ preached that all people
areequal. Hetaught usto love oneanother.
Hetaught theimportance of peace, loveand
compassion. He advised the people not
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to follow the practice of “Tit for tat”. He
believed that even an enemy could bewon
over by love.

Fig. 18.3: &.Thomas Basilica, Chennai, built
in 1523. It is in the name of &.Thomas who
came to India 2000 years ago.

‘The Bibl€e' is the holy book of the
Christiansand it containsthe teachings of
Christ. Read the following extracts from
his famous teaching, ‘ Sermon on the
Mount’:

-Blessed are the poor, for theirsisthe
kingdom of heaven...
-Blessed are the meek, for they will
inherit the land.
-Blessed are the merciful, for they will
be shown mercy.
-Blessed are the clean of heart, for
they will see God.
-Blessed are the peacemakers, for they
will be called children of God.
-Blessed are they who are persecuted
for the sake of righteousness, for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven.
-Love your enemies, and pray for
those who persecute you,
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Christ was arrested and crucified by
the rulers of histime.

It is believed that Saint Thomas, a
desciple of Jesus Christ, came to India
with Roman traders and brought with him
the teachings of Christ. St. Thomas
propagated Christianity in South India.

+ Haveyou seen amass or worship
in a church? If so, describeit.

| slam

In Arabia, around the same time of
Appar and othersin India, anew religion
arose which emphasised devotion to one
God. The new religion was Islam, which
was founded by Prophet Mohammad.

Fig.18.4:An old illustration of Cheraman
Mosqgue, in Kerala. This is believed to be the first
Mosque in India. Describe the architecture. Here
to, Islam was spread through the trade relations.

Prophet Mohammad wasborninArabia
at Meccain 570 CE. Prophet taught that
thereis only one God and that all human
beings are His creations. The way all the
children are equal beforetheir parents, all
human beings are equal before god. God
or Allah has no shape and therefore it is
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wrong to worship idols. He taught that all
men are brothers. He emphasised the
importance of love for the whole of
humanity. Mohammad is considered asa
Prophet or messenger of Allah. The
teachings of Allah are written in a.book
called ‘the Quran’. It isthe holy bhook of
Islam. Read some of the verses from the
Quranintrandation:

Al fatiha

In the name of Allah, the most
beneficent, the most merciful. All praise
is due to Allah, Lord of the worlds. The
most beneficent, the most merciful. The
lord of the day of Judgement. Thee alone
we wor ship, thee alone we seek for help.
Guide us to the right path. The path of
those, upon whom thou has bestowed
favours. Not of those, who thou has
cursed once; not of those whom have
gone astray.

Islam was brought to India by Arab
traderswho visited the portsof India. It also
came with Arab and Turkish conquerors
who had been convertedto Islam. Islamic
scholars and saints came with the traders
and kings and settled in different parts of
India. They preached monotheism—or the
worship of one Supreme God alone and
equality of all humansbefore him.

¢+ Have you seen prayers in a
Mosgue? Describe the procedure
of theworship.
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The belief in a Supreme God

Can you see some common ideas
emerging among the Hindu Bhaktas,
Christian and Muslim religions? They all
believed in the existence of one Supreme
God and the need to worship Him. They
also believed in equality, love and respect
for all human beings irrespective of their
wealth, education or socia status. These
ideaswereincreasingly adopted by avery
large number of people. Kings and rulers
also adopted these ideas and started
encouraging their subjectsto practicethese
religions. They built vast temples,
churches or mosques in which people
could worship.

Historians try to understand why these
new ideas came about and became popular
during this period. They fedl that astribes
and small kingdoms were being merged
into larger states, people were attracted to

theidea of God of all people and not just
of one tribe or caste or a small kingdom.
Kingsand emperorsalso encouraged such
ideas and often tried to claim to be
representatives of those Supreme Gods
themselves. In this way, they may have
tried to win the support of their subjects.

Historians also feel that as the
difference between richand poor, powerful
and powerlessincreased, many peoplewere
very unhappy about thisgrowing inequality
and the suppression of the poor and the
powerless. Perhapsthey tried to assert the
equality of all human beings through
devotion to the Supreme God.

At the sametime, we should remember
that alarge number of people did not agree
with these new ideas and continued to
follow their old religious ideas. Some in
fact did not believe in the existence of an
al-powerful God at all.

Keywords

Sculptures Incarnations

Salvation Jataka stories

| mprove your learning

1. Imagine adiscussion between aBuddhist monk and a hunter-gatherer P
and how they learnt from each other. Write a short dial ogue between | £ 25_.

them.
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2. Canyouseeany smilaritiesand differencesbetween the early and the Vedicreligion?

3. Inwhat wayswerethe early Bhagavataand Shaivathinking different from that of the

Buddhistsand Jainas?

160 Religionand Society
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4. Discusshow the Puranas helped in bringing together different religious practicesin
the country.

5. Canyou point out the most important difference between the early beliefsand the
beliefs of the Bhaktas of Tamil Nadu?

6. Inwhat way did the Prophet Mohammad explain the equality of al human beings?

7. Read the paraunder thetitle‘ The belief in a Supreme God’ of page 160 and write
your comment.

8. Writeyour view on thereligious programme held recently in your area.
9. Point out thefollowing in theworld map:

(@) Jerusalem (b) Mecca (c) KerdaState
(d) Chennai (e) Amaravati

@@@@

Free Distribution by Govt. of Telangana2021-22 Devotion and Lovetowards God 161



L anguage, Writing and

Great Books

Deepika went to Shadnagar Railway Station to go,to“her village.
She was surprised to hear the railway information aphounced in so many
languages. She also saw the name ‘Shadnagar’ written' in three different
ways. She started wondering why there are so_many. languages and ways

of writing.

Fig. 19.1: Display Board - Shadnagar
Railway station

What islanguage?

Dogsbark and birdstweet, but humans
are the-only living beings on earth who
spesk a‘language . Human beingscan make
avariety of sounds from their mouth that
no animal or bird can. This enables us to

speak and devel op language.

+ Trytoimitatedifferent animasand
birds or the sound of rain or cars
or trucks. Seethewidevariety of
soundswe can make.
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L anguage hasbecome such animportant
part of our lives that we seldom stop to
think about it. Wethink and understand with
the help of language.We communicatewith
each other with the help of language. We
learnfrom otherswith the help of language.
We use language to play.We do so many
thingswith the help of language.

First of all, we uselanguage to organise
and plan our ownwork. Don’t you always
speak about your work asyou doit?

Secondly, we use languageto draw the
attention of others and ask them to do
something: *Oh, just ook at thebird!”, *Oh
Mother! Please buy me that toy!’, ‘ Stop.
Don’'t move!’

We use language to create new things
and just to have fun. Like we make funny
sentences, funny words, funny poemsand
laugh and make otherslaugh.

Moreover, we try to understand the
world around uswith the hel p of language.
Wealso try to imagine thingswhich do not
exist around us with the help of language.
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Canwethink without using any language?
Or can we imagine stories about far off
times and places if we did not have any
language? We investigate and use our
reason to find out about something. But we
cannot do thiswithout language.

We aso use language to talk to others
about what we feel and experience.
Suppose, an early hunter-gatherer saw a
tree full of ripe fruits in a far off place,
how could she, if she couldn’'t use any
language, tell her friends what she found
and where? Suppose you are hurt and in
pain, how can you tell your parents about
it without using any language?

Surely, you can also think of many
examplesof how we uselanguage and what
language doesfor us. It appearsthat human
beings have been speaking and using
languageright from the earliest timeswhen
they gathered food in theforests. Language
has helped people to pass information to
their children about what they saw, what
they learnt and what they felt. So each
generation of people can build onwhat the
earlier generation knew and add to it. We
can learn from people al over the world
and we can tell them about what we think
and know. Language thus brings together
peoplewho are far away from each other,
even people'who are now long dead and
thosewho areliving. Isn’tit wonderful!

Why arethereso many
languages?

Language is developed by a group of
peopleliving together. They decideto call
thedrink that quenchestheir thirst aswater.
Another group of peoplewho may beliving
far away from thefirst group may decide
to call thesamedrink asNEELLU. Another
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group may call it as THANNI. All these
words mean the same but they use different
sounds or symbols for it. That is why
people devel oped different languages such
as English, Sanskrit, Persian, Chinese,
Hindi, Telugu, etc.

Often, one group of people who spokea
language separated into different sub groups
and each group, inturn, developed different
languages from the old language. We can
say that all these languages belong to one
family. Thus, originally agroup of people
spokealanguage, whichtoday wecdl Early
Dravidian. Whenthe peoplewho spokethis
language began tolivein distant placesand
mixed with other people, they devel oped
new languages. Among them are Tamil,
Telugu, Kannada, Maayalam, Gondi etc.
These languages belong to the Dravidian
family. Thereisanother languagefamily in
India called the Indo-Aryan family. The
famous languages of this family are
Sanskrit, Hindi, Bengali, Marathi etc. There
are some other language familiesin India
about whichyouwill learnin higher classes.

Aspeopletravelled and mixed with each
other, their languagestoo mixed with each
other and people adopted several words
from each other’slanguages. Thus, Telugu
today uses many words taken from
Sanskrit, Marathi, Arabic, Persian and
English.

Writingand Script

We write and read languages with the
help of scripts. Asyou know, many kinds
of scripts — Roman script (ABCDEF),
Devnagari script (a7, a7, g, 2) , Arabic script,
Telugu script and Tamil Script. Actualy, we
can write any language in any script! For
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example, wecan writetheword Hyderabad
in all these scripts.

In fact, we can even make new scripts.
Would you liketo devel op your own secret
script? Try doing it, youwill have somefun.

Whileit may seem easy and fun to you
now, actually it took human beings
thousands of years to develop scriptslike
the oneswe use today.

Inthe beginning, they just drew pictures
instead of writing. To say that the goat is
running, they would makeapictureof agoat
and another picture of two running legs.
Slowly, the scripts as we know them
developed. Four thousand years ago, the
peopleof IndusValley used scripts, but we
do not know how to read them.

T g 8l Hindi
A a0 O Telugu
nvunK X7 INARN Yiddish

,ﬂg’/tl/f Urdu
jina langu ni raghu Swabhili

Mi Nombre es Raghu Spanish

Fig. 19.2: Different types of scripts

AL hA X IPNEG B0
AR Y AR E
PRIV R I
AROODLAXTE SO
W oRREUWE U T
) --IIIR"E N ou e K

Fig. 19.3: Indus script
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Most of the scriptsweusein Indiatoday
(Devnagari, Telugu and Tamil, for example)
actudly developed from Brahmi Script used
by Ashoka. Oneof the earliest inscriptions
found in Andhra Pradesh region is from
Bhattiprolu stupain KrishnaDistrict. This
wasinscribed around 200 B.C.

\?ﬂi fﬁ?’j
%'S\L Ly pE¥x \%Fg
:P..:? i
o HY A Y
1
i ) “ijﬂw 4
&
Q

&
iy@;pxﬁ 1&-_1
Wi pPJ S

< E
“reyy N

vk 6T

Fig. 19.4: Bhattiprolu inscription

+ Writeyour namein asmany scripts h
as possible on a sheet and display
itintheclass.

¢ Takethree Teluguwordsand write
them in at least three other
languages — you may use Telugu
script towriteall of themlikethis:

Telugu—Amma Tamil —Tai

English—Mother Sanskrit—Matru

Persan—Madar Marathi —Aai

Hindi —Maa

¢ Think of how thefollowing persons
would have used writing. Who
would have needed it more?

Kingsand Emperors, Traders

Peasants, Peasant women,

Brahmin Priests, Buddhist Monks

Poets, Artisan-women,

L Labourers, Soldiers )
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What did peoplewriteon?

In the beginning, people probably wrote
oncloth, leaves, barksetc, which decayed and
got destroyed with time. Some people even
wrote on pots by scratching on them. Some
of these pots have survived. However, the
earliest writing of along text that hassurvived
till dateisAshoka sinscriptionswhichwere
engraved onrocksor stonepillars.

In many parts of South India, people
wrote on palm leaves which were cut to a
definite size. They used a pin like pen to
scratch onthedried leaf and coloured it with
black ink. InNorth India, they used the barks
of Bhoorja trees, which grew in the
Himaayas. Inthosedays, paper had not been
created.

Poems, Songsand Stories

You may have listened to many poems,
songs, sayings and stories from your
parents or grandparents. Many of these
were not written down but passed on from
one generation to another just as your
parents told you. This is called oral
literature—that isliterature which hasbeen
passed on by word of mouth. Thiswasthe
earliest form of literature. The earliest
people composed poems, songs and stories
andtoldthemto their children, whointurn
told themto their children. They a so passed
on their understanding of theworld through
sayingsand proverbs.

-

+ Collect at least three stories, thre@
songs and ten sayings from your
elders, write them on a poster and
display themintheclass.

¢ Try to illustrate the stories and
prepare ahand written book.

U
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Vedas

TheVedaswereasoinitially composed
and taught orally. They were preserved for
over three thousand years in this manner.
Thesewerelater written down.

Here, read avery interesting versefrom
the Rig-Vedaon how the universe started:

Who knows it for certain.—out of
what it was born and wherefrom this
creation came? The Gods appeared
only later — after the creation of the
world. Who knows, then, out of what it
has evolved?

Wherefrom this creation has come,
whether he has made it or whether he
"has not — he who is the superintendent
| of this world in the highest heaven —
he alone knows, or, perhaps even he
does not know.

(Nasadiya Sukta, fromthe Rig-\Veda)

[+ Haveyou also wondered how the |

world started? This verse tries to
imagine how it would have been
before the world started and how
theworld would have started. Can
you write your opinion about this

N problem? y
Thegreat Epics—theRamayana
and theM ahabhar ata

Epicsare deeds of heroic and legendary
figures. They describe conflicts between
goodandevil, ‘dharma and‘adharma . Every
country hasitsown epicsand in India, we
have two important epics—the Ramayana
and the Mahabharata. The Ramayanaisthe
story of Rama and Sita and the fight
between Ramaand Ravana. TheRamayana
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triesto portray an ideal human being - an
ideal son, anideal wife, anideal brother, an
ideal ruler etc. This epic, composed by
Vamiki, isconsidered to bethefirst Kavya
in Sanskrit literature. Initidly, it wasrecited
orally by wandering preachersand later on
edited and written down.

The Mahabharata is the story of the
conflict between two sets of cousins, the
Kauravasand the Pandavas. It fina ly ended
in a great war which was won by the
Pandavaswiththehelp of Lord Krishna. It
protraysawide range of human beingsand
themoral dilemmasthey face and how they
try to resolve those dilemmas. It is one of
thelargest poemsin theworld and contains
hundredsof small stories. It was composed
by Vyasa and recited orally by wandering
story tellersand eventually, written down.

Historiansbelievethat even though these
epics were composed much earlier they
were given their final form about 1600
yearsago.

Jataka Sories

You had read about GautamaBuddhain
an earlier lesson. His followers believed
that hehad been born several timesearlier
to preach dharmato fellow human beings
and animals. They wrote many storiesabout
Buddha's previous births and compiled
them in the form of Jataka stories. These
are delightful stories, which you might
enjoy reading. These too were collected
and written down around 1600-1800 years

ago.
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Thestory of Kisagotami

Here is a famous story about the
Buddha

Once there was a woman named
Kisagotami, whose son had died. She
was so sad that she roamed through the
streets of the city carrying thechild and
asking for help to bring himbackto life.
A kind man took her'to the Buddha.

The Buddha said: “Bring me a
handful of mustard seeds, and | will
bring your childback to life.”

Kisagotami was overjoyed and
started off at once. But the Buddha
| gently stopped her and added: “ The
seeds must come from the house of a
 family where nobody has died.”

Kisagotami went from door to door,
but wherever she went, she found out
that someone or the other - father,
mother, sister, brother, husband, wife,
child, uncle, aunt, grandfather,
grandmother - had died.

What was the Buddha trying to teach
the sorrowful mother?

Sangam Literaturein Tamil

Tamil language was spokenin alarge
part of South Indiaintheearly days. Sangam
literature is a collection of poems
composed by alarge number of poetsand
poetesses. They wrote about heroes who
bravely fought warsto defend their tribes,
about thelove of brave heroesand beautiful
girls, about the beauty of the landscapes,
seasons and their effect on human beings.
Read this poem from the Sangam collection
addressed to asmall king:
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Your land lieswithin a denseforest with
elephants everywhere

As if, they were cows, and scattered
blacks that look like buffal oes..

| have something to tell you! You must be
as careful in watching over your land,
as you would be in raising children.

Bookson Medicineand Surgery

In earlier times, there were many people
who studied why peoplefell ill, how they
can be cured, how peoplehurtinwarscould
be healed etc. They collected herbs and
other thingsand prepared medicines. They
al so wrote about these medicines and about
the ways to lead healthy lives. Some of
these books have been passed down to us.
One such famous book is called Charaka
Samhita. Another book which focuses on
surgery iscalled Sushruta Samhita. These
bookslaid thefoundation of Ayurveda, the
traditional Indian system of medicineand
health. They taught people not only about
themedicinesfor different illnesesbut also
about the ways to lead a balanced and
hedlthy life.

[+ Identify themedicina plantsinand |
around your house and prepare a
list of their uses.

¢ Find out from your parents about
any sayings about health and
medicine and note them down to

prepareasmall bookiet.
- y,

Bookson Astronomy and
Mathematics

Our ancestors were fascinated by
heavenly bodieslikethe sun and moon, the
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starsand the planets. They observed them
day after day and noted that these objects
in the sky kept changing over time. Some
changes took place every minute, some
took place more slowly over several days
or months or even years. They noted all
these carefully and found out that the skies
had two or three distinct kinds of bodies—
the sun which rose and set every day and
gave uswarmth, the moonwhich grew big
and vanished over the month, the planets
which moved d owly-againsgt the background
of the stars and the stars which shone
brightly but did not change their position
with referenceto each other. Slowly, many
peoplefelt that these stars, planets, sun and
moon contained secrets about the entire
universe and that we should understand
them better by observing them more
carefully and by calculating their
movements. One such person was
Aryabhatta who wrote a book called
‘ Aryabhattiyam’ in which he said that the
earth rotates, causing day and night and that
actualy the sun did not go around the earth.
Peopledid not agreewith himinthosedays.

Aryabhataand other mathematicians of
ancient India also adopted the decimal
system of numbersand placevalue system,
writing numbers the way we do today.
Earlier, Romanswrote one hundred and two
as Cll or one hundred twenty seven as
CXXVII (C=100; X =10;V=5and | =
1). They did not useany zero. Thiscreated
alot of problemin adding etc.

With thedecimal system and placevaue
system, we can write thissimply as102 or
127. Today, thissystem of writing numbers
isadopted throughout theworld.
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Sanskrit Literature

One of the most important thinkers of
ancient | ndiawas Panini who wrote about
thegrammar of Sanskrit Languageinabook
called ‘Ashthadhyayi’. This helped to
systematise language and made it easy for
otherstolearnit. Patanjali carried forward
thiswork by writing along commentary on
Panini’ sbook.

Ashvaghoshainthe Kushanstimewrote
‘Buddhacharita’, one of the earliest kavya
or poetic story in Sanskrit, based onthelife
of the Buddha

During the Gupta period, some of the
finest books in Sanskrit were written.
Amarasimha, who was in the court of
Chandra Gupta - |1, wrote the famous
‘Amarakosa’, a kind of dictionary in
Sanskrit.

During thisperiod, dramabecamea well
developed form of literature and popular
entertainment. Bhasa, afamous dramatist,
wrote thirteen dramas based on stories

from Ramayanaand M ahabharata. Kalidasa
wrote his famous drama Abhijnana
Shakuntalam based on a story from
Mahabharata relating the love of King
Dushyantaand Shakuntala. Shudrakawrote
a very interesting drama called
Mrichchakatika describing the lives. of
urban people. Kalidasa also wrote poems
of different kinds and these have become
famousall over theworld.

¢ Find out-about any work of
Kalidasaand shareitsstory inthe
class room. Do you find it
interesting? Give reasons.

Keywords
Epic
Inscription
Ayurveda
Sangam Literature
Decimal system

I mprove your learning

a s wbdpE

What is theimportance of languages ?

How canyou say that Aryabhattawasthefather of astronomy?
Differentiate between Charaka Samhitaand Sushruta Samhita. :
Mention afew inventionsin Mathematics. POD25 1
L ook at a currency note and write down the different scripts on them. Identify the

language. |sthe same script used for different languages? Which arethey?
6. Refertoany general knowledge book, list out and tabul ate five great booksin Telugu

language and other languages.

7. How didthework donein variousfields by the ancient Indian scientistsinspirethe

present time scientists ?

8. Locatethefollowinginthemap of India
b) Tamil Nadu c) Uttar Pradesh d) Maharashtra e) West Bengal

a) Bihar

9. Readtheparaunder thetitle, ‘ Thegreat Epics', on page 165 and comment onit.
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Archaeologists digging the ancient cities of Indus Valley feund some
very nice stone and bronze sculptures besides seals carved, on stones
and baked clay figurines. These were made some 4000 years ago. You
can see some of their pictures here. You can see that these depict
everything in a natural manner. We don’t know what‘they were used for.

Fig. 20.1: A small bust of a male person of Fig. 20.3: A bronze statue of a
importance — was he a priest or a king? girl standing

Fi-é. 0.2: Autiful Harappan Fig. 20.4: A mother goddess figurine
Seal showing a bull of terracotta
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Harappan Cities—Thefirst cities
of thesubcontinent

In chapter 6, you read that humansled a
migrant or nomadic life as hunter gathers
for avery long time. It was only 10,000
yearsago that peopl e began agricultureand
animal herding in modern Syria and
Pa estine. In the Indian sub-continent, some
of the earliest villages are found in the
North west, in Baluchistan dating from
seven to eight thousand years ago. People
indifferent regionstook to agriculture and
village life very slowly and most people
still practiced hunting and gathering. But
when did the first cities emerge? In the
Indian sub-continent, it happened some
5000 years ago again in the Northwestern
parts in Baluchistan, Sindh, Punjab and
Gujarat. Archaeologists have excavated
remains of large cities. Though we donot
know the actual names of those cities, we
call them by the modern names of the
villages in which the remains have been
found. You may have heard of famouscities
likeHarappa, Mohenjodaro, Kalibangan and
Lothal. These are among the most ancient
cities of our subcontinent. These cities
were spread from Afghanistanin the North
to Gujarat in the south and Punjab and
Haryanain the east and Baluchistaninthe
west.and had many common features.
Archaeologists use a common name
“Harappan Culture” to denotethis phase of
our history. Sometimes, it is aso caled
‘TheIndusValley Civilisation’ as most of
the important sites of this culture were
situated inthe plainswatered by River Indus
anditstributaries.

+ Find out the names of rivers that
flow intheseregions. Locatethese
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places on a map and see how far h
arethey from Hyderabad.

Do you think Telanganawas part of
the Harappan culture? Would the
people living in Telangana have
known about the Harappan people?
How?

If you visit a place, how will'you
decideif itisavillageor atown?

What kind of activitiesgo onin a
city that are different from a
village?

How do you think archaeol ogists
figure out from remains of ancient
ruins if a place was avillage or a
city? Can you think of the special
features in the remains of a city
which will not be there in the
remainsof avillage?

Cities during
Indus valley
civilisation o
S
P
%
1 ap P
3 .mf arhi
Kalibangan
G ~*Ganweriwala
Mohenjo-daro

Sotkakoh Chanhudaro

ﬂ . o Dholavjra
» Surkotada

40

ARABIAN SEA

*Harappan Sites

Sketch Map
Not to Scale
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What arecities?

By ‘cities’, we mean a place where a
large number of people live who do not
depend on either agriculture or hunting
gathering for their livelihoods. Cities
primarily have people from three or four
kinds of professions: artisanslike potters,
metal smiths, carpenters, masons, stone
cuttersetc.; traderswho buy and sell things
made by other people both in the city and
outside of it; rulers like kings, nobles,
priestsand administrators; and finally, poor
labourers or soldiers who serve others.
Most of these people would not cultivate
land or grow cropsand therefore, depended
upon the grains produced by farmers or
milk and meat etc. produced by herders.
Citieswould procurethese grainsthrough
taxes on the farmers or in exchange for
artisana products. Thus, liketoday, evenin
those early times most people probably
livedinvillagesor inforests.

(o Do you think the ruins‘of the
houses of rulers and houses of
artisans would ook similar or
different? How ?

¢ Dovyou think'it ispossibleto find
out if there were traders in a city
and where they lived by just
studying theruins?

¢+ Why do you think would the
farmers have agreed to give their
produceto city dwellers?

\_

Featuresof thecities

The Harappan cities emerged very
rapidly some four thousand six hundred
years ago and flourished for about seven
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hundred years and eventually disappeared
about three thousand nine hundred years
ago. Buildingsin the Harappan citieswere
built with good baked bricks of astandard
sizeand shape. Thisisaremarkablefeature
of thesecities. Most of theimportant cities
show carefully planned development of
towns as they have a clear lay out with
straight roads which intersect each other
likein achessboard. Theroadshad drains
to carry dirty water from houses and rain
water. Most of the citiesweredivided into
two clear sections, one, a high citadel in
which there were some important public
buildings like granaries, halls and large
buildings; second, a lower part which
seemed to have had residential blocksfor
artisans, traders, and other ordinary people.
It appearsthat therulerslived or worked in
the citadel and wanted to distinguish
themselvesfrom the ordinary people.

("« Do you see any difference in the )

lay out of areas where powerful
people live or work and where
ordinary people live in today’s
towns? Why isthere adifference?

- y,
What kind of artisans lived in the
Harappan cities? You can guess one kind
of artisansfrom the bricksand buildings—
the brick makers or probably potters and
masons. Harappan potters produced some
of the finest pots made in Indian history,
and made alarge variety of clay potsand
toys. People of Harappan citiesextensively
used objects made of different kinds of
metal slike copper, silver, tin etc and mixed
metalslike bronze. However, they did not
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Fig. 20.

Dockyard of Lothal - Imagine, the size of the boat that can fit here.(Dimensions 37m

east-west, 22m north-south)

useironwhich cameinto usein Indiamuch
later. Copper being arare meta had limited
use. Harappans continued to use stone and
wood for most of their daily needs. They
used very fine and long stone blades for
cutting, findly carved stone sedl sfor trading,
beautiful and colourful polished Sonebeads
for ornaments, and stone weights and
measuresfor trading. They wove cotton and
woollen clothes and some small fragments
of these have survived. They also used sea
shells to make objects of daily use like
ladles, spoonsand bangles.

The use of seals and weights
indicatethat theHarappancitieshad |
alargenumber of traderswhotook _ g
merchandise from one place to |
another. In fact, they also went by —
shipsto tradein distant lands like
Iraqg where too many cities had
developed. They must have used = 5
bullock cartsand boatsto transport -
their goods. -
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Fig. 20.6: Citadel of Mohenjodaro

"+ Do you think that the same artisans )

can make all these goods or
different artisans were needed for
making different kinds of things?
Why do you think so?

. J

L anguage

We do not have any bookswritten by the
Harappan people; we do have some small
inscriptionson sealsetc. but wedon’t know
how to read them. Hence, we do not know
what languagethey spokeand if they spoke
any common languageat all. We alsodon’t
know what namesthey called themselves,

-"'L‘I_
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Fig. 20.7: Great Bath of Mohenjodaro
(Dimensions 11.8x7metres)
or their rulersand godsand eventheir cities.
You will aso read about their religious

beliefsin alater chapter.

Rulers

We don’'t know who ruled these cities.
Since most of the cities were spread over
such alargeareaand had so many features
in common, it has been suggested by some
that there must have been one central
authority regulating all these things.
However, wasit aking or apriest or agroup
of elected |eaders, we do not know. They
probably lived inthe citadel sand regul ated
thelife of al city-dwellers from there.

Changeinlivelihood

It appearsthat someseven hundred years
after the great Harappan cities devel oped,
the towns declined. Trade and artisanal
production declined and people moved out
of these cities to villages. In fact, some
historians believe that many riverswhich
flowed through this area dried up and

people shifted further eastwards towards

Ganga river. They mingled with other
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= farming and herding people. However,

the great cities of the Harappan culture
gradually disappeared forever, to be
buried under mud. They were
discoveredinthe early twentieth century
when archaeol ogistsbegan asystematic

- study of thislost civilisation.

+ Do you know of people who hav@
changedtheir livelihood —from being
farmersto factory workers or office
workers or shopkeepers? Or factory
workerswho take to odd jobsin the
market?Or peoplewho havetoleave
their ancestral place and go to new
placesin search of work? Describe
their life and the problems and
challengesfaced by them.

Fig. 20.8: Drianage system in a street in
Mohenjodaro
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Sculptureafter IndusValley Civilisation

A little later, the art of casting metal
figures spread to Maharashtra. Somevery
exquisite bronzefigureswerefound during
digging. These were probably made some
3000 years ago. Do you think they could
have been toys?

Fig: 20. 9. Daimabad Bronzes

The next important phase of sculpture
belongs to the Mauryan period, that is
around 2200 years ago. King Ashoka set
up sometall, smoothly polished pillarsin
many places. They were usually made of
one piece of stone. Ashoka' s messages
were carved on them. They also had some
figures of animals at their top. These are
called capitals. The most famous among
themisthe Lion Capital of Sarnath set up
byAshokain the placewhere Buddhafirst
preached histeachings. Thesefour mgjestic
lions facing the four directions hold the
Wheel of Dharmaon their pedestal.

r

¢ Do you fed that the lions look |
natural or do they look artificial,
posing for the scul pture?

+ You must have seen these often.

Where do you see picturesof these
lions?

J
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These pillars and the Lion Capital
represent the power and majesty of the
Mauryan emperors. Compare this capital
withthe Bull capital in Rampurva. Hereyou
can seethat the bull looksmorenatural and
quitesimilar to the Harappan seal’sbull.

Fig. 20.11: Rampurva Bull

Social Studies



Buddhist Supasand Viharas

Given below isthe picture of oneof the
most famous stupas in India— the Sanchi
Stupa. Look at the photo. You can seethat
itislikeahemisphere (half ball) —just the
way the sky lookswhen you look up.

A stupaishbuilt onaplatform. Inthecentre
of a stupa relics of Buddha or other
important monks (relics are remains of the
body liketeeth, bone, hair etc) wereburied.
The hemisphere is fully packed and you
cannot enter it likeatemple. Aboveit there
isapillar topped by umbrella. The stupais
usualy surrounded by a stone fence with
decorated gateways. Initialy, in Ashoka's
times they were built with mud, brick and
wood but |ater they were made with stones.

The stupa has many meanings — it is
supposed to represent the Buddha. At the
sametime, it is believed that the dome of

[ *‘-

Fig. 20.12: Sanchi stupa in Madhya Pradesh. It is one

the stupa represents the universe and the
central pillar being the axisaround which
the earth revolves and which connectsthe
world below, the earth and the heavens.
Pilgrims worship the stupa by offering
flowers etc., and going round it in
pradakshina and meditating in front of it.

¢ Canyou compareastupawith aN
temple and point out the
similarities and differences
between themand how do people

worship them?
- Y,

Archeologists have found remains of
stupas from very early times in several
placesin Andhra Pradesh like Amaravati,
Bhattiprolu, Ramatirtham, Salihundam etc.
A crystal casket containing therelicsof the
Buddhawasfound at Bhattiprolu Stupa.

e
of the

most important stupas built by King Ashoka. Can you identify the
hemisphere, the platform, the umbrella and the fence?
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Amaravati Stupain Guntur districtisthe
most famous onein AndhraPradesh. This
was built during the rule of Satavahanas
about 1900 years ago.

Fig.20.15 shows a sculpture panel
depicting the stupa. Can you see some
flying figures on the top? These are
supposed to be gods from heavens who
cameto worship the Buddha At the bottom,
you can see some men and women bowing
down and worshipping. You can also seethe
four lions on the gateway. What do you
think they signify?

Today, the Amaravathi
stupa is just a mound of
rubble. All'that wecandois
imagine how thisgreat stupa _—
wasinthepast. Thepanels coumn
help us to imagine how it
must have looked 1900
years ago. As you can see
from the picture, the stupa
was covered with panels of
sculptures depicting the
Buddha and his teachings.
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Fig. 20.13: Bhuddist Supa from Nelakondapally, Khammam
District. Can you identify nicely stacked bricks

Fig. 20.14: Amaravathi stupa in Andhra
Pradesh

These panelswerefound by theBritishand
were taken away to London. Some of the
panels that could not be transported were
kept in Madras Museum. Based on these
panels, people have tried to imagine how
the stupa would have looked. See the
picture of reconstruction and compare it
with the pandl.

1]
= {]

=, Pradakshina-patha

Plan of stupa

Fig. 20.15: Reconstruction of Amaravathi

stupa
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Another important stupa was the
Nagarjunakonda stupa. It was a part of
Vijayapuri, the capital city of Ikshvaku
kings. It was situated on the banks of
Krishna River. Vijayapuri had a large
number of stupas, viharasand palaces. It

also had a beautifully designed M= : . N W v 4
amphithestreand ghatsleadingtotheriver, ~ F'9: 20-17: A panel from Nagarjunakonda
showing the admission of six princes-and the

Unfortunately, today the entire city lies parber Upali into the Sangha..In order to teach

under water — submerged in the  humility to the princes, the Buddha admitted

Nagarjunasagar dam. A large number of Upgll first and the rest after hlm. You can see
. Upali seated on a low stoal besides the Buddha

sculptures and other remains have been

removed and kept in amuseum nearby.

Look at some of the sculpture panels
from Nagarjunakondaand Amaravati given
below. These scul pture panels represent
the earliest sculptural activity in South
India. You can get aglimpse of the lives
people of those times from them.

Fig. 20.18: Panel from Sanchi shows the daily
life of villagers. It is a beautiful panel and
shows the visit of the Buddha to a village. Can
you make a list of activities being done by the
people in this panel? Do you get to see similar
scenes in today's villages?

As time went on, sculptors started
making large and completefiguresinstead
of just the reliefs shown above. Large

_ o _ _ statues of the Buddha gave peopleanidea
Fig. 20.16: A panel from Amaravati showing f th ful | d
the calming of an elephant (Nalagiri) by the of the peace uf, caim and serene
Buddha. The royal elephant went out of personality of the Buddha. The most
control and the people on the street were panic ~ famous sculptures of the Buddha come
stricken. However, on seeing the Buddha, from Gandharain the Northwest. Mathura
the elephant calmed down and bowed down . ] )
to him. Do you notice how they have shown a and Saranath in Uttar Pradesh (Fig: 17'1]_')'
story in a panel? What could be the message ~ VWe can see some of these sculptures in
of the story? Nagarjunakondatoo.
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Viharaswerethe monasteriesor living
places of Buddhist monkswherereligious
education wasimparted. A viharausually
had small rooms around an open courtyard
and had asmall shrine containing a stupa
or animage of theBuddhaat oneend. This
shrinewas called achaitya, whichwasa so
aprayer hal for the monks.

There are cave viharas excavated on hill
sdeslikeinNask and Karle. Thesetoo have
some beautiful sculptures carved on them.
Youwill reed about theminthenext paragraph.

The other viharaswere built with brick
or stone blocks like in Takshashila,
Nagarjunakonda and Nalanda, which
became great places of learning. In
Viharas, monkstaught Buddhist scriptures
to disciples. Along with imparting
education in Viharas, monks also treated
the physical ailments of people. We find
many inscriptions from these viharas,
whichtell usthat ordinary men and women
—farmers, traders, soldiers, and artisans—
madeliberal donationsfor building and the
other expenses of these viharas.

Buddhist holy places of learning also
attracted the pilgrims from many other
countries. Chinese pilgrims Fa-hi-an,
Itsng and Hu- en-Tsang cameto visit places
associated with the life of the Buddha as
well asfamous monasteries.

Pilgr_ims are people who take up
journeys to holy places of worship.

Hu-En-Tsang, and others spent time
studying in Nalanda (Bihar), the most
famous Buddhist monastery of the period.
Thisishow he describesit:

“The teachers are men of the
highest ability and talent. They follow
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the teachings of the Buddha in all
sincerity. The rulers of the monastery
are drict, and everyone has to follow
them. Discussions are held
throughout the day, and the old and
the young mutually help one another.
Learned men from different cities come
here to clear their doubts. The gate
keeper asks new entrants difficult
guestions. They are allowed to enter
only after they have answered them.
Seven or eight out of every ten are not
able to answer.”

Rock cut Chaityasand Early
Temples

Traders, artisans and kings of thetimes
of the Satavahanas donated generously to
build uniquekinds of chaityasand viharas
insevera placesin MaharashtralikeKarle,
Bhaja, Kanheri and Nasik. Thesewerebuilt
like caves on hill sides. Stone workers,
carved rocksand reproduced the structures
made by the carpenters with wood. They
made large prayer hals, stupas and small
roomsfor monks—all madeinrock. They
also carved beautiful images of peopleand
animals and some times of the Buddha
L ook at these picturesof the Karle chaitya,
which wasbuilt about 2100 years ago.

(s Do you think the man and the |

woman shown in the scul pture had
equal status? Givereasons.

+ Which part of the chaitya do you
think was carved out first and which
part was carved thelast?

J
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Fig. 20.19: Outside gate of
Karle cave chaitya

Even then carpenters and masons made
temples and chaityas with mud, wood and
stones. Some of these templeswerefor gods
like Krishnawhile othersarefor the Buddha
But they have not survived. At Sanchi in
Madhya Pradesh, we get to see one of the
earliest surviving stonetemples. Itisavery
simple structure, with just a small room
(called garbhagriha) in which the idol of
the Buddhawaskept, and asmall open porch
or mandapa with no walls but only pillars.
The door and the pillars are beautifully
carved. However, thetemple hasaflat roof
without any tower or shikhara onit. It was
built around 1600 years ago. See the
pictures.
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Fig. 20.21 & 20.22: Sculptures from Karle

= z B L e o

Fig. 20.23: Early Buddhist temple
from Sanchi
Keywords

Chaitya Monks
Vihara Stupa
Relics Monastery
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I mprove your learning

1. Why doyouthink Ashokachoselionsand bullsfor hispillarsrather
than cows or parrots? What animal would you have chosen if you
werein his place? Give reasonsfor your choice.

2. Many stupas of Andhra Pradesh are on the banks of rivers (like | %4G8v 6
Salihundam, Nagarjunakonda, Amaravati etc). Why do you think the
monks sel ected these placesto build stupas?

3. Look at the sculpture showing the calming of the elephant. Who are the people
watching the event from aheight?

4. Why do you think only the rock cut viharas and chaityas have survived till
today?

5. Comparethefeaturesof aChaityaand atemple. Do you think the mode of worship
inaChaityaand atemplewould be different?

Why arethe Buddhist Stupasand Chaityas sacred?
How did the Buddhist monksprobably usetheViharasand Chaityas?
L ocate Buddhist and Jain siteson the outline map of India.

© ®©® N o

Read thefirst paraof page 178 (Vihara swerethe...... for the monks) and comment
onit.

Project:

Visitaplace of worshipinyour village or town and draw asketch of the structure. Try
to get the name of each part, its meaning and use. Prepare areport about this place of
worship and conduct an exhibition in your class.
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Fig. 1

(s Can you think of thereasonsfor the q
conditionsin thefirst picture?

+ With regard to your region
compare the situationsof the
above pictures:

+ What will we'doto make our
regionslikethe second picture?

Telangana lies between 15°46' and
19°47" North latitudeand 77°16' and 81°43
Eastern.longitude. It is situated in the
Deccan plateau in a semi-arid zone. The
climateispredominently hot and dry. The
rainfall isscanty and erratic leading to dry
deciuousforests & scrublands.

According to National Forest Policy of
India (1988) the total geographical area
under tree cover should be a minimum of
33% to maintain environmental stability
and ecological balance. Itisvery essential
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Observethe bel ow pictures and compare both of them.

Greenea'y in Telangana

Fig. 2
for the sustenance of al lifeforms, human
beings and animals. But in Telangana the
present tree cover areais only about 24%
due to felling of trees which is further
resulting in low rainfall and associated
water problems. Due to constant defore-
station, degradation of forests, excess of
soil erosion in degraded forests, wild
animalslike monkeys, bears, leopardsare
entering villages and are disturbing the
households.

TelanganaState Government isinitiating
massive plantation programme toincrease
the forest cover to the expected 33% of
thetotal geographical area. Itisplannedin
two-folds:

1) initiativesin notified forest areas.
i) initiativesin areas outside the notified
aress.
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Massive planting activitiesaretaken up
inareassuch asroad-side avenues, river and
cana bank, barren hills, tank bunds and
foreshore areas, schools and colleges,
religious places, housing colonies,
community lands, municipalities, industrial
parksand farm lands, etc.

Fig.3 Children in plantatin

( N

+ How was vanamahotsava progra-
mme held in your school ?

+ Make alist of different saplings

N planted in yourschool. )

To achieve this, 230 crores seedlings
are proposed to be planted in the state.
More than 4000 nurserieswere established
by the forest and other government
departmentsin the state. The saplingsfrom
the nurseries are distributed freely to
whoever are participants in the Greenary
Programme. Peoplefrom all walksof life,
government agencies, officers even like
district collectors, prominent citizens,
peopl€e’s representatives, judges, police
men, celebrities participate in the
programme to makeit successful.
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Medicind plantslikeneem, tulg etc. Fruit
and nut bearing plantslikea monds, mango,
sgpota, guava, custard apple, etc. Flowering
plantslikejasmine, marigold, rose, gulmohar,
etc and severd other plants like silver oak,
raavi, marri, neredu, etc are being planted
intheabove mentioned areas.

If we grow more plants and trees,
it will be useful-in getting rainfall,
improving the surface-and ground
water level. Tanksand wellswill be
o with full of water and so better
t irrigation will be provided for
agriculture. Animals such as sheep,
goats, cows will have abundant
g fodder. Grasslands, green meadows
% Wwill beavailabletotheseanimalsfor
@ grazing. Thepollution caused dueto

emissions from industries, vehicles

and fossil fuel burning will be
reduced. Forest produce like timber,
bamboo, leaves for medicines and beedi
leaves, fire wood, honey, fruits, nuts, etc.
will be avialable from these forests. Birds
and wild animalswill haveaproper shelter

and will not poach on to the habitations.
-

+ How can you say that increase in )
forest cover will helpinhighrainfal?

+ Imagine the situations in your
village/town or your region, if itis
fully covered with trees and
greenery.

y,

Planting of saplingsisapassion to many
of us, but the problem is with regard to
safeguarding and protecting of the plants.
Normally, more saplings are planted, but
not many of them are grown dueto our own
negligence.

Social Studies



The Forest Man of India

Jadav Molai Payeng was a forest
worker in Jorhat district of Assom. At
the age of 16, he participated in_the ,
social forestry program in 1979 as a
labourer in the project which continued '
for 5 years. After completion of the
project, all the workers left but he
continued to plant more trees on his own.
He planted and cared number of trees
in an area of about 1360 acres over a
period of 20 years on a sand bar of the
river Brahmaputra. With his work, the
whole place turned into a forest, called
the Molaiforest, after him. He is called
as “the Forest Man of India” and
awarded Padmashree, the fourth highest
civilian honour in the country.

The state government has started geo
tagging of these plants to assess whether
al the plants are protected or not. Tree
gaurds are being supplied by the officials
to schools, offices and other placeswhere
thereisnecessity. Itisour primary duty to
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Fig. Plantation with treeguards

take care of these plants. In
schools, teachers and students
along with the community
participation take up plantations.
! The students and teachers are
adopting a few plants, either
classwise or groupwiseandthey
are taking care of these plants.
In their leisure time; before or
. after school hoursthey water the
~© plantsand arrangetree guardsor
fencing for the sake of their
protection. This type of
| Greenery Programme by the

schoolsisbeing encouraged by

the State Government by
rewarding them.

Insome schools, the saplings are given
to the students by their teachers to get it
planted at their respective habitations. Thus
indirectly parentsand community arealso
involved. The massive programme of
planting 230 crore saplingsisachieved only
if all people of the community are
participating with interest and intention. In
some other schools, “Each one, plant
one’ programmeisinitiated.

"+ Discussintheclassroom, howthe )
plantation has taken place in your
locality.

¢ Discuss about the trees, gardens,

parksavailableinyour village/town
or region.

SAVE TREES

THEY WILL SAVE YOU
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Vanajecrc Ramaiah

Daripalli Ramaiah aged 70, popularly known as ‘Vanajeevi Ramaiah’ from Reddypally
village in Khammam rural mandal, Telangana state. He transformed the famous slogan
“Plant a tree and save a life” into action rather than lecturing the benefits. Locals know
him as a man with pockets full of seeds and who pedals miles together with an overload
of saplings on his bicycle. He truly recognizes the need to plant trees to save our
environment and desperately plants saplings in each and every barren land he passes.
He not only planted the saplings, but also nurtured them inspiring individuals and
institutions to take up tree plantation drive as a social movement. Hisuntiring endeavour
to protect the environment and his outstanding contribution.to expand the green cover
won him the country’s prestigious Padma Shri award.

Keywords

Ecological balance Pollution Ground water level Greenery

| mprove your learning

1. Why isit necessary toincrease the greenery in Telangana?

2. What are the uses of forests?

Suggest afew measuresto protect the plants.

Eal <

How are the trees on both sides of the roads helpful to us?

5. Callect news paper clippings, showing the newsrelated to planting saplingsand
makean album.

6. How isvanamahotsavam conducted recently in your locality?

7. Create afew sloganson afforestation.
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ACADEMIC STANDARDS (AS)

Timeshould bespent inmaking surethat chil dren comprehend the passagesgiveninthetextbook.
While-reeding questionsareuseful inthiscontext. They includetheaspectsreasoning, causeand
effect, judtification, mindmapping/ concept mapping, olbsarvation, andyss thinkingandimagination,
reflection, interpreting etc. Thekey concepts have been discussed subconceptwise in every chapter
withexamplesand areadso given askeywords.

)

Conceptual under standing (AS1) : Promoting learning of basic con stﬁgh inquiry,
discussion, reflection giving examplesthrough case studiesi nterpret@& etc.

2)

Readingthetext (given), under standing and inter pretation (AS2) : Occasionally there
are case studiesabout farmers, labourersin factory, or imagesthat areused intext which do
not directly convey the concept. Time should be given for children to grasp the main idess,
interpret imagesetc.

3)

Information skills (AS3): Textbooks alone cannot cover all aspects of social studies
methodol ogy. For examplechildren livingin an urbanareacan collect information regarding
their el ected representativesor children living intherural areacan collect information about the
way irrigation/ tank facilitiesaremade availablein their area. Theseinformation may not exactly
match with that of thetextbooksand will haveto beclarified. Representing theinformation that
they have collected through projectsarea so animportant ability. For exampleif they collect
information about atank —they may decideto draw anillustration or map etc along withwritten
material. Or represent theinformation collected through images or posters. | nformation skill
includes, collection of informatic tabul ation/ recordsand analyss.

4)

Reflection on contempor ary issuesand questioning (A$4): Studentsneed to be encouraged
to comparether living conditionswiththat of athersindifferent regionsor different times Theremay
notbeasngleanswer totheses tuationsof comparison. Givingreasonsfor a certainhappening ora

processisimportant.

5) MappingsKills(ASb): Therearedifferent typesof mapsand picturesusedinthetextbook. Developing

ability rel atedto mapsasabstract representation of placesisimportant. Therearedifferent stagesof
deve opingthisability, from creatingamap of their cl assroomto understanding height, distanceas
representedinamap. Thereareillustrations, postersand photographsusedinthe textbook, these
imagesoftenreatetothetext andarenot merdy for visud effect. Sometimesthereareactivitieslike,
“writeacaption’ or ‘readtheimages’ about architectureetc.

6) Appreciationand Senstivity (AS6): Our country isdiverseintermsof language, culture, caste,

religion, gender, etc. Sodia sudiesdoestakeinto cond derationthesedifferent agpects andencourages
Sudentstobesengtivetothesedifferences.
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Appendix

This additional maps are to be used wherever necessary.
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KAMBOJA INDIA 600 BC

MAHAJANPADAS
AND THEIR CAPITALS

GANDHARA
(TAXILA)
KURU
(HASTINAPUR, INDRAPRASTHA AND ISUKARA)
PANCHALA
(AHICHHATRA AND KAMPILYA)
SURASENA 4
(MATHURA) 'fs‘,?,ﬁ,ﬁ},f,‘ VAJJI
(VAISHALI)
mam MALLA
VATSA " (KUSHINAGAR AND PAVAPURI)
(KOUSHAMB!) | A S H1
AVANTI CHEDI  (VARANASI) ANGA
(UJJAIND) (SHuktMam) MAGADHA (CHAMPANAGRY)
y (GIRIVRAJ OR RAJGRIHA)

-

ARABIAN SEA BAY OF BENGAL

INDIAN OCEAN
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FUNDAMENTAL DUTIES

Fundamental duties... It shall betheduty of every citizen of India-

@

(b)

(©)
(d)
(€)

(f)

(9)

(h)
(i)
()

(k)

to abide by the Constitution and respect itsideal sand institutions, the National
Flag and the National Anthem;

to cherish and follow the nobleidea swhich inspired our national strugglefor
freedom;

to uphold and protect the sovereignty, unity.and integrity of India;
to defend the country and render national service when called upon to do so;

to promote harmony and the spirit of common brotherhood amongst al the
people of India transcending religious, linguistic and regional or sectional
diversities; to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women;

to value and preservetherich heritage of our composite culture;

to protect and improvethe natural environment including forests, lakes, rivers
andwildlife;and to have compassion for living creatures;

to develop the scientific temper, humanism and the spirit of inquiry and reform;
tosafeguard public property and to abjureviolence;

to strivetowards excellencein all spheresof individual and collective activity
so that the nation constantly rises to higher levels of endeavour and
achievement.

who is a parent or guardian, to provide opportunities for education to his
child or, asthe case may be ward between the age of six and fourteen years.

- Constitution of India,

Part IV A (Article51A)

)
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Telangana Sate Symbols

SateAnima

Sl. No. Sate Symbol Common Name Telugu Name
1 SateAnimd Spotted Deer Jnka
2. State Bird Indian Roller PdaPitta
3. State Tree Jammi Chettu Jammi
4, State Flower Tangedu Tangedu

It gt

State Bi rd State Logo

State Flower

State Tree

National Flag :
Designed by
Sri Pingali Venkaiah

National
Language : Hindi

National Anthem:
Written by Sri
Ravindranath Tagore.

National Calendar :
Based on Shaka
Samvatsara ( Chaitra
masam to Phalguna
masam). We follow
the Gregorian
Calendar officially.

National Tree :
Banyan tree

Natlonal Symbols of Indl\v

National Symbol : Lion Capital
- Adopted from the Emperor
Asoka’s dharma stupa
established at Saranath.

National Flower :
Lotus

el

AT TS TS
z

National River :

Ganges
Jana
gana
mana.l.

National Fruit :
Mango

National Animal :
Royal Bengal Tiger

ah National Bird :
‘ Peacock

@ -

Written by Sr| Bamkim Chandra

nimal :
Chater;ji 2 a

Dolphin

Indian National Calendar (Saka calendar)

Start date % National Heritage

o iy TG e . Animal : Elephant

P vah % e e e s

E EE Ei ?EE “ '™ Indian Standard Time (IST):  © ;!/ .
L= WCSE 2 *" "= Based on 82 1/2 degrees East .5 « o/
8 mak 0 ocamen o "™ |ongitude. Our local time is '

B ek 5 demus = W= oo 30min, ahead of

b o % et s e Greenwich mean time(GMT).
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LEARNING OUTCOMES SOCIAL STUDIES

CLASS 6
The learner....

® Reaches a place using scale and symbols
recognises the actual distance and the directions.
® Demonstrates for day & night reasons.
® Locates continents and oceans on the world map.
® Identifies latitudes and longitudes including poles, equator,
tropics, etc. on the globe and map.
® Locates States/ UTs of India and neighbouring countries on the map.
® Describes different types of sources (manuscripts, inscripts,
religious texts, archaeological materials etc) of ancient Indian history
® Uses archaeological sources - uses in reconstruction of history
® Explains extensive developments during ancient period e.g.
hunting gathering stage, the beginning of agriculture.
® Outlines India's significant contribution in the field of culture,
astronomy, medicine, Mathematics and Knowledge of metals etc.
® Analyses basic ideas and values of various religions and
systems of thought during ancient period.
® Analyses various forms of human diversity and discrimination
existing around her/him.
® Differntiates between equality and inequality in various forms
to treat them in a healthy way. -
® Describes the role of government. -
@ Analyses the l'gnctlonmg of rural and urban local bﬂdl%S in sect
\g;e health an educatjén“.,
6* scribes various occupations available in rural and ui'ban areas.
mplams about panch and patla of Gonds from the tribals. !
e Loc?tes Mahafanapadgs. important, modern towns in India map.
‘..'D;e cribes the great yan emperor Ashoka and

nnnnnnnnn
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